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CHAP. XXXIIL 

7reats of the Towns j Cities j Country 
and Cuftoms of Bengal, particularly 
on thoje near the famous Ganges, 
nvith fome hiflorical Accounts anci^ 
ent and modern of Fort William. 

\ IPL T lies on tlie Banks of a 
River, fuppofed to be a Branch 
of the Ganges, about 5 Leagues 
from that of Ballafbre', fornier- 

_ ly it was a Place of Trade, and 

i honoured with Engtifh and Dutch Fado- 
ries. The Country produces the fame Com- 
Vol. IL B modities 




^ A New Accoufit 

modities that BaUaJbre does ; at prefent it is 
reduced to Beggary by !thc Fadlory's Removal 
to Hugbfy and Calcutta, the Merchants being 
all gone. It is now inhabited by Fifhers^ as 
are alfo Ingellie, and Kidgerie^two neighbouring 
Iflands on the Weft Side of the Mouth of the 
Ganges. Thefe Iflands abound alfo in tame 
Swine, where they are fold very cheap, for I 
have bought One and Twenty good Hogs, be- 
tween 50 and 80 Pound Weight each, for 17 
Rupees, or 45 Shillings Sterling. Thofc 
Id mds fend forth dangerous Sand Banks, that 
are both numerous and large, and make the 
Navigation out and in to Uugbly River, both 
troublefome and dangerous, and after we pafs 
thofe Iflands, in going up the River, the 
Channel for Shipping is on the F'aft-fide, and 
feveral Creeks run from the Channel among 
a great Number of Iflands, formed by diffe- 
rent Channels of Ganges^ two of which arc 
more remarkable than the reft, viz. Coxes and 
Sagor Iflands, where great Ships were obliged 
to anchor to take in Part of their Cargoes, be- 
caufe feveral Places in the River are too (hal- 
low for great Ships to pafs over, when their 
whole Cargoes are aboard. 

There are no Inhabitants on thofc Iflands, 
for they are fo peftered with Tigers, that 
there could be no Security for human Crea- 
tures to dwell on them ; nay, it is even dan- 
gerous 10 land on them, or for Boats to an- 
dior near them, for in the ^Night they have 
2 ' fwimmcdi 
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I fwimmed to Boats at Anchor, and carried 
I Men out of tbfem ; yet among the Pagans^ 
the liland Sagor is accounted holy, and great 
Numbers of Jaugies go yearly thither in the 
Months of November and December^ to wor- 
I (hip and wafli in Salt- Water, tho' many of 
■ them fall Sacrifices to the hungry Tigers. 
: The firft fafe anchoring Place in the River, . 
'\ is oflF the Mouth of a River about twelve 
Leagues above Sagor ^ commonly known by 
the Name of Rogues River, which had that 
Am)ellation from fome Banditti Portugueze^ 
who were Followers of Sultan Sujab^ when 
Emirjemal^ AurengzeU% General, drove that 
unfortunate Prince out of his Province of 
Bengal ; for thofe Portugueze having no Way 
to fubfift, after their Nkfter's Flight to the 
Kingdom of Arackan^ betook themfelves to 
Piracy among the Iflands, at the Mouth of 
Ganges^ and that River having Communica- 
tion with all the Channels from Xatigam to 
the Weft ward, from this River they ufed to 
&lly out, and commit Depredations on thofe 
that traded in the River Hugbly. 

About five Leagues farther up, on the Weft 
Side of the River of Hughly^ is another Branch 
of the Ganges^ called Ganga^ it is broader 
than that of Hugbly^ but much (hallo wer, and 
more incumbred with Sand Banks ; a litde be- 
low the Mouth of it the Danes have a thatcht 
Houfe, but for what Reafons they kept an 
Houfe there, I never could learn. 

B 2 Along 
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Along die River of Hugbfy tbere are*ina« i 
ny ibiall Villages and Farms, interfperft in 
thoie large Plains, bat the firft of any Note 
on the River's Side, is CukuSa, a Market- 
Town for Com, coarfe Qoth, Butter, and 
Oil, with other Produdions of the Country; 
above it is the Dutch Bank/ball^ a Place where 
their Ships ride when they cannot get £uther 
up for the too fwift Currents of the River. 
Culculla has a large deep River that runs to 
the Eaftward, and fo has Juar^rdoa^ and on 
the Weft Side there is a River chat runs by 
the back of Hugbhf Ifland, which leads up to 
Radnagur^ famous for manufaduring Cotton 
Cloth, and Silk Romaals^ or Handkerchiefs. 
BtflJundri and Trefinddi^ or Gorgat and Cbf- 
trong^ are on that River, which produce the 
grcateft Quantities of the beft Sugars in 
Bengal. 

A little higher up on the Eaft Side of Hugb^ 
ly River, is ronjelly^ a Village where a cSm 
Mart is kept once or twice in a Week, it ex- 
ports more Rice than any Place on this River j 
and five Leagues farther up on the other Side, 
is Tanna Fort, built to protcdt the Trade of 
tlic River, at a Place convenient enough, 
where it is not above Half a Mile from Shore 
to Shore, but it never was of much Ufe ; . for 
in Anno 1686, when the Englljh Company 
(jiiarrcUed with the Moguls the Company had 
icvcral great Ships at Hugbly^ and this Fort 
Was manned in order to hinder their Paftage 

down 
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down Ae River. One 60 Gun Ship ap- 
proaching pretty near the Fort, ialuted it with 
a Broad-fide, which fo frightncd the Governor 
and his Myrnudons, that they all deferted their 
Poft, and left their Caftle to be plundred by 
the Englijh Seamen. About a League farther 
up on the other Side of the River, is Govema^ 
fore^ where there is a little Pyramid built for a 
Land-mark, to confine the Q)mpany*s Co- 
lony of Calcutta^ or Fort JViUiam. On that 
Side^ and about a League farther up, ftands 
Fort JVilliam. 

The Englijh fetded there about the Year 
1690, after the Mogul had pardoned all the 
Robberies and Murders committed on his Sub- 
jcds. Mr. Job Cbannock being then the Com* 
pany's Agent in Bengal^ he had Liberty to fet- 
tle an Emporium in anv Part on the River's 
Side below Hughly^ ana for the fake of a large 
(hady Tree chofe that Place, tho' he could 
not have chofen a more unhealthful Place on 
all the River ; for three Miles to the North- 
Eaftward is a Salt- Water Lake that overflows 
in September and OSfober^ and then prodigi- 
ous Numbers of Fifli refort thither, but in 
November and December when the Floods are 
diflipated, thofe Fifties are left dry, and with 
their Putrefaition afFe<3: the Air with thick 
(linking Vapours, which the North- Eaft 
Winds bring with them to Fort William^ that 
they caufe a yearly Mortality. One Year I was 
there^ and there were reckoned in Augufl 
6 3 about 
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about 1 200 Engli/h^ fome Military, fome 
Servants to the Company, fome private Mer- 
chants refiding in the Town, and fome Sea- 
men belong to Shipping lying at the Town^ 
and before the beginning of January there 
were four hundred and fixty Burials regiftred 
in the Clerk's Book of Mortality. 

Mr. Channock choofing the Ground of the 
Colony, where it now is, reigned more abfo*- 
lute than a Rajah^ only he wanted much of 
their Humanity, for when any poor ignorant 
Native tranfgreflcd his Laws, they were furc 
to undergo a fcvere Whipping for a Penalty, 
and the Execution was generally done when 
he was at Dinner, fo near his Dining-room 
that the Groans and Cries of the poor Delin^ 
quent ferved him for Mufic. 

The Country about being overfpread with 
Taganijm^ the Cuftom of Wives burning with 
their deceafed Hulbands, is alfo pradifed here. 
Before the Mognts War, Mr. Channock went 
one Time with his ordinary Guard of Soldiers, 
to fee a young Widow ad: that tragical Cata- 
ftrophe, but he was fo fmitten with the Wi* 
dow*s Beauty, that he fent his Guards to take 
her by Force from her Executioners, and con- 
duced her to his own Lodgings. They live4 
lovingly many Years, and had feveral Chil- 
dren ; at length (he died, after he had fettled in 
Calcutta^ but inftead of converting her to Cbri/^ 
tinnity, (he made him a Profelyte to Pagamfm^ 
and the only Part of Cbrijlianity that was re- 
markable 
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markable in him, was burying her decently, and 
he built a Tomb over her, where all his Life 
after her Death, he kept the anniverfary Day 
of her Death by facrificing a Cock on her 
Tomb, after the 'Pagan Manner; this was 
and is the common Report, and I have been 
aedibly informed, both by Cbrijliam and Pj- 
gam^ who lived at Calcutta under his Agency, 
that the Story was really Matter of Fail. 

Fort William was built an irregular Te- 
tragon, of Brick and Mortar, called Puckah^ 
which is a Compofition of Brick-duft, Lime, 
MolaUcs, and cut Hemp, and when it comes 
to be dry, is as hard and tougher than firm 
Stone or Brick, and the Town was built with- 
out Order, as the Builders thought moft con- 
venient for their own Affairs, every one taking 
in what Ground beft pleafcd them for Gar- 
dening, fo that in moft Houfes you muft pafs 
through a Garden into the Houfe, the Englijh 
building near the River's Side, and the Na- 
tives within Land. 

The Agency continued till the Year 1705, 
that the old and new Companies united, and 
then it became a fplit Government^ the old' 
and new Companies Servants governing Week 
about, which made it more anarchical than 
regular. Sir Edward Littleton was Agent and 
Conful for the new Company at Hughly^ when 
this Union of the Companies was made, and 
then he was ordered to remove his Fadory to 
Calcutta^ and being of an indolent Difpofition, 
B 4 Vv^A 
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had let his Accounts with the Company run 
behind. He was fufpcnded, but lived at Gx/- 
cutta till 1707, that he died there; he was 
the only Prcfident or Precedent in the Com- 
pany's Service, that loft an Eftatc of 700 
Pounds per Annum in fo profitable a Poft in 
their Service. 

This double-headed Government continued 
in Ci icuttay till January 1709, that Mr. 
Weldon arrived with the Company's Commif- 
llon to fettle it at Bombay and Fort St. George^ 
which were under the Management of a Go- 
vernor and Council, which thofeof the Direc- 
tion in England^ took to be a better way to 
proinote their own Creatures, as well as their 
own Intereft. His Term of governing was 
very (hort, and he took as fliort a way to be 
enriched by it, by harrafling the Ptople to fill 
his Coffers. There was one Angular Inftancc 
of it. A poor Seaman had got a pretty 
jlice Wife, a little inclined to Lewdnefs in her 
Hulband's Abfence. She entertained two Ar^ 
menians^ who were like to quarrel about ftiar- 
ing her Favours, which coming to the Go- 
vernor's Ears, he reprimanded them : How- 
ever, by the ftrong Perfuafion of 500 Rupees 
mid in Hand by one of them, he awarded 
him to have the fole Right to her, and he car- 
ried her to Hugbly^ and bragged openly what 
his Purchafe had coft him, to the great Credit 
and Praife of the Governor ; and when ihc 
poor Huftxind returned^ he was forced to fub^ 
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mit to lofe his Mare^ under the Fain of Fla- 
gellation: Yet he was very fliy in taking 
Bribes, referring thofe honed Folks, who traf- 
ficked that way, to the Difcretion of his Wife 
and Daughter, to make the bed Bargain they 
could about the Sum to be paid, and to pay 
the Money into their Hands. I could give many 
Inftances of the Force of Bribery, both here 
and elfewhere in India^ but am loth to rulHe 
the Skin of old Sores. 

About fifty Yards from Fort William^ (lands 
the Church, built by the pious Charity of Mer- 
chants refiding there, and the Chrijiian Bene- 
volence of Sea-faring Men, whofe AflFairs call 
them to trade there ; but Minifters of the Gof- 
pel being Tubjedt to Mortality, very often young 
Merchants arc obliged to officiate, and have a 
Salary of 50 /. per Annum^ added to what the 
Company allows them, for their Pains in read- 
ing Prayers and Sermons on Sundays. 

The Governor's Houfe in the Fort, is the 
beft and moft regular piece of Architedlure that 
I ever faw in lhaia. And there are many con- 
venient Lodgings for Faftors and Writers, 
within th6 Fort, and fome Storehoufes for the 
Company's Goods, and the Magazines for 
their Ammunition. 

The Company has a pretty good Hofpital at 
Calcutta^ where many go in to undergo the 
Penance of Phyfic, but few come out give an 
Account of its Operation. The Company has 
alfo a pretty good Garden, that furniihes the 

Governor's 
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Govcrnor*s Tabic with Herbage and Fruits ; 
and fomc Fifh-ponds to fcrvc his Kitchen with 
good Carp, Calkops .wd Mullet. 

Moft of the Inhabitants of Calcutta that 
make any tolerable Figure, have the lame Ad- 
vantj^es ; and all Sorts of Provifions, both wild 
and tame, being plentiful, good and cheap, as 
well as Clothing, make the Country very a- . 
greeable, notwithftanding the abovementioned 
Inconveniencies that attend it. 

On the other Side of the River arc Docks 
made for repairing and fitting ^eir Ships Bot- 
toms, and a pretty good Garden belonging to 
the Armenians^ that had been a better Place to 
have built their Fort and Town in, fpr many 
Reafons. One is, that where it now Hands, 
the Afternoon's Sun is full in the Fronts of the 
Houfes, and fhines hot on the Streets^ that 
are both above and below the Fort, the Sun 
would have fent its hot Rays on the B^ck of the 
Houfes, and the Fronts had been a good Shade 
for the- Streets. 

Mofl Gentlemen and Ladies in Bengal live 
both fplendidly and pleafantly, the Forenoons 
being dedicated to Bufinefs, and after Dinner 
to reft, and in the Evening to recreate them- 
fclves in Chaifes or Palankins in the Fields, or 
to Gardens, or by Water in their Bud^eroes^ 
which is a convenient Boat, that goes fwiftly 
with the force of Oars ; and, on the River, 
fometimes there is the Diverfion of Fifhing or 
Fowling, or both ; and, before Night, they 

make 
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make friendly Vifits to one another, when 
Pride or Contention do not (poil Society, 
which too often they do among the Ladies, as 
Difcord and Fadion do among the Men. And 
altho' the confcript Fathers of the Colony dif- 
agree in many Points among themfelves, yet 
they all agree in oppreffing Strangers, who arc 
configned to them, not fufFering then\ to buy 
or fell their Goods at the moft advantageous 
Markets, but of the Governor and his Coun- 
cil, who fix their own Prices, high or low, as 
feemeth beft to their Wifdom and Difcretion : 
And it is a Crime hardly pardonable for a pri- 
vate Merchant to go to Hugbly^ to inform him- 
felf of the current Prices of Goods, altho^ 
the Liberty of buying and felling is entirely ta- 
ken from him before. 

The Garrifon of Fort William generally con- 
fifts of 2 or 300 Soldiers, more for conveying 
their Fleet from Patana^ with the Company's 
Saltpetre, and Piece Goods, raw Silk and fomc 
Opniiim belongings to other Merchants, than 
for the Defence of the Fort ; for as the Com- 
pany holds their Colony in fee Tail of the Afo- 
pil^ they need not be afraid of any Enemies 
coming to difpolTefs them. And if they 
fhould, at any Time, quarrel again with the 
Mogul, his prohibiting his Subjefts to trade 
with the Company would foon end the 
Quarrel. 

There are fome impertinent troublefome 
Rajabs^ whoife Territories lie on the Banks of 
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the Ganges^ between Patana and Caffembuzaari 
Viho pretend a Tax on all Goods and Mer- 
chandize, that pais by, or through their Do- 
minions on the River, and often raife Forces 
to compel Payment; but fome Forces from 
Fort William in Boats, generally clear the Paf- 
lage, iho* I have know Ibme of our Men killed 
in the Skirmifhes. 

In Calcutta all Religions are freely tolerated, 
but the Prejbyterian^ and that they brow- beat. 
The Pagans tarry their Idols in Proceflion thro* 
the Town. The Roman Catbolicks have their 
Church to lodge their Idols in, and the Mabo- 
tnetan is not discountenanced ; but there are no 
Polemics, except what are between our High- 
Church Men and our Low, or between the 
Governor's Party and other private Merchants 
on Points of Trade. 

The Colony has very little Manufactory of 
its own, for the Government being pretty ar- 
bitrary, difcourages Ingenuity and Induftry in 
the Populace ; for by the Weight of the Com- 
pany's Authority, if a Native chances to dif- 
oblige one of the Upper-houfe, he is liable to 
arbitrary Puniftiment, either by Fine, Impri- 
fonment or corporal Sufferings. I will give 
one Inftance, out of many, that I knew, of 
the Injuftice of a Governor of the double- 
headed Government in jinno 1706. 

There wa?; one Captain Perrin Mafter of a 
Ship, who took up about 500 /. on Re/ponden- 
tia from Mr. Ralpb Sheldon one of the Gover- 
2 nors. 
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nors, on a Voyage to Perfia^ payable at his 
return to Bengal. Perrin having difpatched 
his Affairs in Perfia fooner than he expelled, 
called at Goa in his way Home^ and bought a 
SuratAmiXt Ship very cheap, and carried her 
to Cakcut^ and took in a quantity of Pepper 
for the BengalMzxkcX, ; and having brought in 
his other Ship, good Store of Perfia Wines, 
called at Fort St. George to difpofe of what 
he could there, but finding no Encouragement 
from that Market, carried it to Bengal. On his 
Arrival he complimented Mr. Sheldon^ with 
the Offer of his Pepper and Wine ; but he de- 
clined meddling with that Bargain, farther 
than with as much of the Pepper, at the cur- 
rent Price, as would balance his Account of 
Principal and Rejpondentia. Accordingly Per^ 
rin delivered fo much Pepper, and on the 
Delivery, required his Bond up, but the Go- 
vernor told him, that he being a Fellow trou- 
bled with the Spirit of interloping, in buying 
Goods, and taking Freights where he could 
befl get them, he would keep that Bond as a 
Curb on him, that he fhould not fpoil his 
Markets for the future. Poor Perrin ufed all 
his Rhetorick to get his Bond up, but to no 
Purpofe; and the Governor moreover gave his 
Wine a bad Name, fo that he could not dif- 
pofe of that neither, and all this Oppreflion 
was in order toflraiten him, that he might be 
obliged to fell his purchafed Ship, at a low 
Price, to him and his AfTociates^ which at 

laft. 
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]a(l, he was obliged to do» holding a Quarter 
P^rt in his own Hands, to fecure the Com« 
mand of her to himfelf, which after all, h? 
Could hardly do. Perrin made his Cotpplaiht 
to me, but I was in no Condition to afTifl: him^ 
becaufe I, having three or four large Ships at 
Bengal^ was reckoned a Criminal guilty of that 
unpardonable Sin of Interloping ; however, I 
advifed Perrin to comply with his inexorable 
Mafter, on any Terms of Agreement what- 
foever, which he endeavoured to do, that he 
might, at leaft, keep the Command of his 
Ship, where he was fo much concerned, and 
haa hardly done it, but by Accident. One 
Day meeting me on the Green near the Fort, 
he ftopt me to relate his Grievances, and beg- 
ged, that if he was turned out of his own 
Ship, he might have an employ in one of mine, 
which I promifed he (hould. 

Sheldon efpied us, out of a Window, holding 
a long Confabulation, and being impatient to 
know about what, fcnt a Servant to call Per^ 
rini and he, obeying the Summons, was in- 
terrogated about what our Difcourfe was ; and 
he told the Promife I had made him. Sheldon 
told him, that he was as capable to employ 
him, as I could be. Perrin anfwered, that he 
knew that, but wiQied that he would be as 
willing too; fo Sheldon promifed, that he 
(hould command his own Ship to Perfia. 

But the Wine ftill lay unfold, tho' it was 
fcarce then in Bengal ; but the Name that it 

got. 
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got, firft at Fort St, George^ and afterward in 
Fort William^ ftuck fo faft to it, that none of 
it^would go off at any Price, fo I advifed him 
to carry it off in the Night, in my Boats, on 
board of one of my Ships, and I would try 
if I could ferve him in felling it, which ac- 
cordingly he did, and two Gentlemen of the 
Council, being that Seafon bound for England^ 
coming one Day to dine with me, T. treated 
them, and the reft of my Company, with 
that P^^;^ Wine, which they all praifed, and 
afk'd me where I got it. I told them, that, 
knowing that good Wines would be fcarce at 
Bengal that Year, I had provided a good 
Quantity at Surat^ from whence I had come 
that Seafon. Every one be^ed that I would 
fpare tliem fome Chefts, which I condefcend-, 
ed to do as a Favour, and next Day fent them 
what they wanted, at double the Price the 
Owner demanded for it, while he had it, and 
fo got off above 120 Chefts, which enabled 
Mr. Perrin to latisfy moft of his Creditors. 

Sheldon provided a Stock and Freight for 
Perrin to Perjia^ and put on board fome 
rotten long Pepper, that he could difpofe of no 
other Way, and fome damaged Gunnies^ which 
are much in Ufe in Perfui for embaling Goods, 
when they are good in their Kind ; but nolens 
volens^ Perrin muft take them, and fign Bills 
of Loading for good well conditioned Goods ; 
and yet, after he was ready to fail, he had 
been ftopt, if he could not raife the Sum of 
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z^oo Rupees, to difcharge a Bill, that, at 
tliat T^e, became due, and was indorfed to 
Sheldon. I alfi) helped him out of that Dif. 
£culty, and took his Bond for the Sum^ bear- 
ing Intereft ftom the Date, at the current In-» 
tcreft of I per Cent, per Menfem^ fo Perrin 
proceeded on his Voyage to Perjia^ but called 
at Calecut in his Way Home again, and laid 
up his^hip there, and took Protcdlion of a 
Neyer^ with the full Hand of i looo I». Steri 
of Bengal Money, and wrote to Mr. Sheldon^ 
that he might keep his former Bond, and he 
would take Care of his Part of the Stock in 
his Hands. He alfo wrote to me, that he 
would take particular Care to reimburic me, 
but, in a (hort Time after, hd died, and his 
EfFefts came into the Englijh Chiefs Hands, 
who detained them feveral Years, denying 
that ever he had any, till Governor Boone 
came to the Government of Bombay in 1715. 
and then he made a lame Account. I have 
been fo prolix and particular in this Story, 
that it may form an Idea of the Deformity 
anddifmal Image of Tyranny and Villany fup- 
ported by a Power, that neither divine nor 
numan Laws have Force enough to bridle or 
reftrain. 

The Company's Colony is limited by a 
Land-mark at Govemapore^ and another near 
Bamagul^ about fix Milss didant; and the 
Salt-water Lake bounds it on the Land Side. 
It may contain, in all, about 10 or 12000 

Souls; 
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Souls ; and the Company's Revenues are pretty 
good, and well paid. They rife from Ground-^ 
lents and Confulage on all Goods imported 
and exported by Britijh Subjeds ; but all Na- 
tioos befides are free from Taxes. 



CHAP. XXXIV. 

// a Continuation oj the Defcription of 
Bengal. 

BARNAGUL is the next Village on 
the River's Side, above Calcutta^ where 
the Dutch have an Houfe and Garden ; and 
the Town is famoufly infamous for a Semi- 
nary of female Lewdnefs, where Numbers of 
Girls are trained up for the Dcftrudlion of un- 
wary Youths, who ftudy more how to gratify 
their brutal Paffions, than how to (hun the 
evil Confequences that attend their Folly, not- 
withflanding the daily Inflances of Rottennefs 
and Mortality that happen to thofe who moft 
frequent thofe Schools of Debauchery. The 
Dutch Shipping anchors there fometimes, to 
take in their Cargoes for Batavia. And thofe 
arc all that are remarkable at Barnagul or Bar- 
nagur. 

There are feveral other Villages on the 
River's Sides, in the Way to Hugbl)\ which 
lies 20 Miles above Barnagul^ but none re- 

VoL, IL C markable. 
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markable, till wc come to the Danes Fs^Story^ 
which ftands about four Miles below Hugbfy, 
but the Poverty of the Danes has made them 
defert it, after having robbed the Mogutn 
Subjcds of fome of their Shipping, to keep 
thcmfclvcs from ftarving. 

Almoft oppofitc to the Danes Faftory is 
Bankebankjal^ a Place where the OJlend Com- 
pany fettled a Fadtory, but, in Anno 1723. they 
quarrelled with the Fouzdaar or Governor of 
Hugbfyy and he forced the OJienders to quit 
their Faftory, and feck Protection from the 
French at Charnagur^ where their Fadtory is, 
but, for Want of Money, are not in a Capa* 
city to trade. They have a fcv/ private Fa- 
milies dwelling near the Fadtory, and a pretty 
little Church to hear Majs in, which is the 
chief Buiinefs of the French in BengaL 

About half a League farther up is the Cbin^ 
chura^ where the Dutch Kmporium ftands. It 
is a laij^e Factory, walled high with Brick. < 
And the Faftors h^tve a great many good 
Houfcs (landing plcafantly on the River's Side ; 
and all of them have pretty Gardens to their 
Houfcs. The Ckincbura is wholly under the 
Dutch Company's Ciovernment. It is about 
a Mile long, and about the fame Breadth, well 
inhabited by Armenians and the Natives. It is 
contiguous to Hughly\ affords Sandluary fix 
many poor Native , when they are in I>anger 
of being oppreft by iiie Moguh Governor, or 
his Harpies. 

Hygbly 
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Hugbfy is a Town of a large Extent, but ill 
built. It reaches about 2 Miles along the River's 
Side, from the Chinchura before mentioned to 
the Bandely a Colony formerly fettled by the 
PortuguezCy but the Mogul's FoHzdnar governs 
both at prefent. This Town of Hughly drives 
a great Trade, becaufe all foreign Goods are 
brought thither for Import, and lill Goods of 
the Produdl of Bengal are brought hither for 
Exportation. And the Moguh Furza or Cuftom- 
houfe is at this Place. \t affords rich Cargoes for 
fifty or fixty Ships yearly, befides what is car- 
ried to neighbouring Countries in fmall Veflels ; 
and there are VefTcls that bring Salt-petre from 
Patana^ above 50 Yards long, and 5 broad, 
and two and an half deep, and can carry above 
200 Tuns. They come down in the Month 
of OSlobety ht:ioxt the Stream of the River, but 
are obliged to track them- up again, with 
Strength of Hand, about' rooo Milfs. To 
mention all the particular Species of Gocxis tlj5c 
this rich Country produces, is far l>cyoiid my 
Skill ; but, in our Eali-India Company's Sale?, 
all the Sorts, that are fent hence to Eurcfe^ may 
be found ; but Ophium, long Pep{^)cr and Gin- 
ger are Commo<lities that the trading Shipping 
in InMa deals in, befides Tobacco, and many 
Sorts of Piece Goods, that are not merchantable 
in Exirope. 

The Bandely at prefent, deals in no Sort of 
Commodities, but what arc in Rcqueft at the 
Court of Venus ^ and they have a Church, where 

C 2 the 
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the Owners of fach Goods and Merchandize are 
to be met with, and the Buyer may be oon- 
doded to proper Shops, where the Commodi- 
ties may be ieen and felt, and a Prieft to be Se- 
curity for the Soundneis of the Goods. 

Now this being my fiirthefl Travels up the 
famous Ganges^ I muft advance ^rther on the 
Report of others, and fo I begin with Caffm- 
bazaar^ about lOo Miles above Hugblj^ where 
the Englijh and Dutch have their refpedive 
Fadories; and, by their Companies Orders, 
the Seconds of Council ought to be Chiefe of 
thofc Faftorics. The Town is large, and much 
frequented by Merchants, which never &ils of 
making a Place rich. The Country about it is 
very healthful and fruitful, and produces in- 
duArious People, who cultivate many valuable 
Manufadlories. 

Muxadabaud is but 12 Miles from it, a Place 
of much greater Antiquity, and the Mogul has 
a Mint there j but the ancient Name of Afox- 
adabaud is changed for Rajabmal^ for above a 
Century. It was, in former Times, the greateft 
Place of Trade and Commerce on the Ganges^ 
but now its Trade and Grandeur adorns Qtffem^ 
bazaar. 

About forty or fifty Miles to the Eaftward 
of Rajabmel^ on another Channel of the Ganges^ 
Malao^ a large Tovyn, well inhabited and fie- 

?ucnted bv Merchants, and the EngU/b and 
^utch haa Fadorics there, but whether they 
are continued flill^ I know not. 

Patana 
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Tatana b the next Town frequented by £2^- 
rtfeans^ where the Englijh and Dutch have 
Fadories for Salt- pctre and raw Silk. It pro- 
duces alfo fo much Opium, that it ferves all the 
Countries in htdta with that Commodity. It 
is the Place of Refidence of the Prince of Bengal^ 
who is always of the Blood Royal. The Town 
is large, but the Houfes built at fome Diftance 
fbm one another. The Country is pleafant 
and fruitful ; and the Town lies in 26 Degrees 
of Latitude to the Northward of the ^Equator. 

BarmarasYvs^ about 100 Miles farther up the 
River, celebrated for its Sandity by all Perfons 
over Indioy where Paganijm prevails. Here are 
Seminaries and Univerfities for the Education of 
Youth, and to initiate them into the Myfteries of 
their Religion. Aurenzeb reftraincd the Priefts 
from (hewing the Mudnefs of their Zeal, for 
they found out fome weak Dotards, who, for 
Oftentation, would go to the Top of an high 
Tower, and leap down where divers pointed 
Weapons were placed in the Spot they were to 
fall on, and among them they ended their filly 
Lives. It is frill in fo much Veneration, that 
I have known young and old Banyans go from 
5«r/2/ thither over Land, out of Devotion, which 
is computed to be 400 Miles. The Priefts fill 
Brafs and Copper Pots, made in the Shape of 
fhort-necked Bottles, with Ganges's Water, 
which they confecrate and feal up, and lend 
thofe Bottles, which contain about four Englijb 
Gallons, ovct India, to their Bcnefailors, who 
C 3 make 
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make them good Returns^ for whoever is wafh'd 
with that V/ater juft before they expire, arc 
wa(h'd as clean from their Sins as a new*born 
Babe. 

I have ventured fo far into this Terra incogs 
nita on the Ganges, that I dare venture no far- 
ther^ but muft vifit Dacca^ which lies under 
the Tropick of Cancer^ on the broadeft and 
eafternioft Brunch of Ganges. The City is the 
J irgeft in Bengal, and it manufactures Cotton 
and Silk the bcit and cheapeft. The Plenty and 
Cheapnefb of Provifions are incredible, and the 
Country is full of Inhabitants, but it breeds 
none of tolerable Courage, for five or fix armed 
Men will chafe a Thoufand : Yet, about two 
Centuries ago, Dacca had its own Kings, but 
wi)en jfeban Guire, the King of Mogul, over- 
ran Bengal with a vidtorious Army, a Detach- 
ment of 20000 iMcn was fcnt down to Dacca, 
on wbofe Approach the poor King furrehdred 
h*s Kingdom, without once drawing his Sword 
in its Djfjnce, and fo it eafily became annext 
to the Mogul's Dominions. 

That Branch of the Ganges difembogues into 
the Sea at Chittagcwig, or, as the Portugueze 
call it, Xatigam, about 50 Leagues below Dacca\ 
and tills Place confines the Moguh Dominions 
to the E.;ftward. The Diftancc between Sagor 
t ic weflermoft Channel of the Ganges, and Xa^ 
the eaftermoft, is about 100 Leagues, the 
maririme Caifl: being divided into many fmall 
I andsmade by the Currents of the Ganges^ bjt 

very 
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very few are inhabited, becaufe they are fo pefti ed 
with T^ers, that there is little Safety for other 
Inhabitants ; and there are alfo many Rhinoce- 
rofcs on thofe Iflands, but they are not fo dan- 
gerous Neighbours as the Tigers, yet, when 
provoked, they will aflault any living Thing. 
Nature has endued him with two particular 
Rarities out of her Stores. One is a large Horn 
placed on his Nofe. The fecond is a Coat of 
Mail to defend ' him from the Teeth or Claws 
of other fierce Animals. His Tongue is alfo 
fomewhat of a Rarity, for, if he can but get 
any of his Antagonifts down, he will lick them 
fo clean, that he leaves neither Skin nor Flefli 
to cover their Bones j but he is fcldom known 
to be an Aggreflbr, except when he meets with 
an Elephant, then he (harpens his Horn and 
aflaults, tho' he is much inferior to the Elephant 
in Bulk and Strength, being no bigger than a 
very large Ox, yet he often overcomes in fpite 
of the Elephant's Teeth. 

Sundiva is an Illand four Leagues diftant from 
the reft, and fo far it lies in the Sea, it is about 
20 Leagues in Circumference, and has three 
Fathoms Water within a Mile of the Shore, and 
it may ferve to (belter fmall Ships from the 
raging Seas, and Winds of the South- weft Mon- 
foons. I was credibly informed by one that 
wintred there, that he bought 580 Pound 
Weight of Rice for a Rupee, or Half a Grown, 
eight Geefe for the fame Money, and fixty good 
tame Poultry for the fame, and Cloth is alfo 
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incredibly cheap ; it is but thinly inhabited, but 

the People fimple and honeft. 

The Religion ot Bengal by Law eftablUhed, 
is Mahometan^ yet for one Mahometan there arc 
above an Hundred PaganSy and the publick 
Offices and Ports of Truft are filled promifcu- 
oufly with Men of both Perfwafions. 

The Gentiles are better contented to live un- 
der the Mogul's Lawrs than under Pagan Princes, 
for the Mogul taxes them gently, and every one 
knows what he muft pay, but the Pagan Kings 
or Princes tax at Difcretion, making their own 
Avarice the Standard of Equity; befides there 
were formerly manv fmall Rajahs^ that ufed, 
upon frivolous Occanons, to pick Quarrels with 
one another, and before they could be made 
Friends again, their Subjedts were forced to 
open both their Veins and Purfes to gratify Am- 
bition or Folly. 

And now having curforily travelled over the 
moft noted Countries and Towns in Bengal^ 
with the beft Remarks I could of their Go- 
vc:mment, only making a voluntary Omiflion 
of many Opprefljons and other Injuflices that 
came within the Reach of my own Knowledge 
and Experiments, I take Leave of that earthly 
Paradife, and proceed. 
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CHAP- XXXV. 

Qms an jdecount of Xatkam, and the 
Kingdom ^ Arackan, Jome hijiorical 
Objervations on Saltan SujahV Afr/- 
fortunes there ^ and the Miferies that 
Country fell under by Civil fVars. 

XATi IG AM is a Town that borders on 
Bengal and Arackan^ and its Poverty 
makes it a Matter of Indifference whom it be- 
longs to. It was here that the Portitgueze firft 
fettled in Bengal^ but the Dangers their Ships 
run in coming thither in the South-weft Mon- 
foons^ made them remove to the Bandel at 
Hugbly. The Mogul keeps a Cadjee or Judge 
10 it, to adminifter Juftice among the Pagan and 
Mahometan Inhabitants, but the Offspring of 
thofe Portugueze that followed the Fortune of 
Sultan Sujahy when he was forced to quit Ben- 
galj are the domineering Lords of it. 

It is not fo fertil in Corn as Bengal, and has 
but few Cotton Manufadtories, but it affords 
the bcft Timber for building, of any Place a- 
bout it. The River has a deep enough En- 
trance, but b peftered with Sand BanKs, and 
fome Rocks within. I have known fome En^ 
glijh Ships forced from Point Palmeira by ftrcfs 
of Weather thither, and had fafc riding till the 
North-eaft Monfoons came to relieve them. 

The 
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The Government IS fo anarchical, that every one 
goes armed with Sword and Piflol, and Blun- 
derbufi, nay, even Priefts are obliged to go arm- 
ed, and often ufe their Anns to as bad Ends as 
the licentious Laity, and fome of the Priefts have 
died Martyrs to villainous Adlions. 

Arackan is the next maritime Country to the 
Southward of Bengal^ and in former Times 
made fome figure in Trade. It was into this 
Country that the unfortunate Sultan Sujab came 
a Supplicant for Protcftion, when Emirjemat 
chafed him out of Bengal. He carried his 
Wives and Children with him, and about Two 
hundred of his Retinue, who were refolved to 
follow his Fortune, and he carried fix or eight 
Camels load of Gold and Jewels which proved 
his Ruin, and in the End, the Ruin of the 
Kingdom of Arackan. 

When Sultan Sujab firft vifited the King of 
Arackafty he made him Prefcnts fuitable to the 
Quality of the Donor and Receiver, the Arac^ 
kaner promifing him all the Civilities due to fo 
great a Prince, with a fafe Afylum for himielf 
and Family. When Emirjemal knew where 
Sultan Sujah had taken Sanduary, he fent a 
Letter to tlie King of Arackan^ wherein he de- 
manded the poor diftreft Prince to be delivered 
up to him, otherwife he threatned to bring his 
Army in^o his Country to take liim by Force. 
The threatnij v; Letter wrought fo far on the 
bafe Arackoner^ that he contrived Ways and 
Means to pick a Quarrel with his Gueft, to 

have 
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have a Pretext to oblige Emirjemal j at laft he 
found a very fair one. 

Sultan Sujab having a very beautiful Daugh* 
tcr, the Kbg of Arackan dcfired her in Marri- 
but knew well enough that Sultan Sujab 
would never confent to the Match, he being a 
Pagan, .and (he a Mahometan. Her Father ufed 
all reafooaUe Arguments to difluade the jlrac^ 
hour from profecuting his Suit, but in vain, for 
the jirackaner grew daily more jM-efling, and 
Sultan Sujab at bft gave him a flat Denial, on 
which the bafe King fent him Orders to go out 
of his Dominions in Three Days, and forbad 
the Markets to furnifh him any more with Pro- 
vifions for his Money. Sultan Sujab knowing 
it would be Death for him to go back to Bengal^ 
refolved to pafs over fome Mountains overgrown 
with Woods, into the King of Pegu*s l3omi- 
nions, which were not above lOo Miles oflF, and 
fo next Day after Summons, with his Familv, 
Treafure, and Attendants, Sultan Sujab bcgaa 
hv; March, but the barbarous j4rackaner lent a 
ftroog Party after him, who overtook him be- 
fore he had advanced far into the Woods, and 
killed moft of Sultan Sujab^s Company, and 
feized the Treafure, and brought it back in an 
inglorious Triumph. What became of Sultan 
Sujab and his fair Daughter, none could ever 
give a certain Account ; whether they werekJ- 
led in the Skirmilh, or whether they were dc- 
ftroycd by wild Elephants and Tigers in the 
Woods, none ever knew ; but the jirackaners 
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alledge they were deftroyed by the wild Beafts 
of die Woods, and not by the more favage 
Beads in human Shape. 

So much Treafure never had been feen in 
Arackan before, but to whom it (hould belong 
caufed fome Difturbance. The King thought 
that all belonged to him ; thofc that fought for 
it claimed a Share ; and the Princes of the Blood 
wanted fome fine large Diamonds for their La- 
dies ; but the Tribe of Levi found a way to 
make up the Difference, and perfuadcd the King 
and the other Pretenders, to dedicate it to the 
God Daguny who was the titular God of the 
Kingdom, and to depofite it in his Temple, 
which all agreed to ^ now whether this be the 
fame Dagon of jijhdody mentioned in the firft 
Book and fifth Chapter of Samuel^ I do not 
certainly know, but Dagun has a lai^ Temple 
in Arackatiy that I have heard of, aiKi another 
in Pegu that I have feen. 

In 1690, a King of Arackan dying without 
Iffue, two Princes of the Blood quarrelled about 
filling up the Vacancy j they both took Arms, 
and both had an Eye upon the Treafure, which 
fo frightned the Priefthood, that they removed 
Sultan Sujab*s Treafure to another Place only 
known to themfelves ; and thofe two hot Blades 
purfued their Quarrel fo warmly, that in one 
Year themfelves and Families were intirely cut 
off, and the Kingdom has continued in Anar- 
chy ever fince. 

Arackan has the Convenicncy of a noble fpa- 
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cknis River, and its Mouth is both large and 
deep enough to accommodate Ships of the grea- 
teft Burden into a fpacious Harbour^ large e- 
nough to hold all the Ships in l^rdpe. 

When the Englijh left Bengal in Anno 1686, 
Mr. Channock came thithejr with half a Dozen of 
great Ships, to pafs the South-weft Monfocms 
away; the Country aififted them plentifully 
with Provifions, but they had no other Com- 
merce; they had no lefs than fix Fathoms 
Water going into the River, and in fome Places 
within, above twenty. The Country produces 
Timber for building, fome Lead, Tin, Jtick- 
kck, and Elephants Teeth. 

The Sea Coaft of Arachm reaches from Xa^ 
tigam to Cape Negrais^ about 400 Miles in 
Length, but few Places inhabited, becaufe there 
are fuch vaft Numbers of wild Elephants and 
Buffaloes, that would deftroy the Productions of 
the Ground, and Tigers to deftroy the tame Ani- 
mals, that they think it impradicable to inhabit 
it, only fome Iflands in the Sea are peopled with 
fome poor miferable Fifhers, who get their Bread 
out of the Water, to keep them from ftarving, 
and they livj out of the way of Oppreflion. 

There arc fome of the Moguh Subjedts who 
trade to Arackan for the Commodities above- 
mentioned, and fometimes they meet with good 
Bargains of Diamonds, Rubies, G?r. precious 
Stones, and Gold Rupees, which are to be fup- 
pofed are fome of Sultan Sujab's Treafure, pil* 
fercd by the avaritious Pricfts. 

I There 
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There are abundance of Iflands on the Arac^ 
kan Coafl, .but they lie clofe to the Shore, only 
the Buffalo Iflands lie about four Leagues off, 
and there is a Rock that (hews its Head above 
Water about the middle of the Channel, be- 
tween thofe Iflands and the Continent. The 
Channels among the Buffalo Iflands feem to be 
clear of Danger, and above 20 Fathoms Water 
in them, but about eight Leagues off the North 
End of the great Ifland of Negrais^ is a dange- 
rous Rock that only appears above Water, in 
tlie low Ebbs of fpring Tides 5 it lies in 1 5 Fa- 
thoms Water, and twenty Yards off are 13 Fa- 
thoms. The other Ifland of Negrais^ which 
makes the Point called the Cape, is a fmall, low, 
barren, rocky Ifliand, it is often called Diamond 
Ifland, becaufe its Shape is a Rhombus. About 
the Year 1704, four French Ships went to ca- 
reen at the great Negrais^ and turning in be- 
tween the Iflands, one Ship of 70 Guns called 
Vlndien^ run a-ground on fome Rocks lying on 
the Infidc of Diamond Ifland, and was lofl:, but 
the reft: faved the Men, and all her portable 
Furniture. 

Three Leagues to the Southward of Diamond 
Ifland, lies a Reef of Rocks a League long, but 
they do not appear above Water, tho' they arc 
conl'picuous at all Times by the Sea breaking 
on them. There is a good Channel between 
the ifland and them, above a League broad, 
and II or 12 Fathoms deep; the Rocks are 
called the Legartiy or in Englijh^ the Uzard. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXVI. 

Qms an Account of the famous King^ 
dom of Pegu, its Situation and Pro^ 
duSij with its LanjoSj Cujiomsy and 
Religion^ and jome hifiorical \^c^ 
cwnts of their Temples and Godsy of 
Occurrences and Revolutions in the 
State J and how it became a Province 
of the Kingdom of Barma. 

THE Sea-coaft from Negrais to Syrian 
Bar, is in the Dominions of Pegu ; there 
are feme of the Mouths of Pegu River open 
on that Coafl into the Sea. Dolla is the firft, 
about fifty Miles to the Eaftward of Negrais. 
China Backaar is another about forty Miles to 
the Eaftward of DoUa^ and between thefe O- 
penings there is a dangerous Bank of black Sand^ 
that runs four or five Leagues out into the Sea, 
and fo far off there are bat 14 Foot Water. A- 
bout 60 Miles to the Eaftward of China Bac* 
kaar^ is the Bar of Syrian^ the only Port now 
open for Trade in all the Pegu Dominions, 

If by Accident a Ship bound to Syrian^ be 
driven a League or two to the Eaftward of that 
River's Mouth, a ftrong Tide carries her on 
hard Sands till fhe fits M\ on them, for An- 
chors are of no Ufe to ftop them, becaufe of 
I the 
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the Rapidity of the Current ; at low Water tbe 
Ships are dry when on thofe Sands, and the Sea 
leaves them, and retires 5 or 6 Leagues, at 
which Time the (hipwreckt Men walk Ob the 
Sands towards the Shore for their Safety, for 
the Sea comes back with fo much Noife, that 
the roaring of the Billows may be heard teo 
Miles off, for a Body of Waters comes rolliag in 
on the Sand,whofe Front is about two Fathom 
high, and whatever Body lies in its way it over- 
turns, and no Ship can evade its Force, but in 
a Moment is overturned, this violent Boer the 
Natives call a Mackrea. 

About fix Leagues from the Bar of Fegu Ri- 
ver, is the City of Syrian^ it is built near the 
River's Side on a riling Ground, and walled 
round with a Stone* wall without Mortar. The 
Governor, who is generally of the Blood-royal, 
has his Lodgings in it, but the Suburbs are four 
Times bigger than the City. It was many 
Years in Poflcffion of the Portugueze^ till by 
their Infolence and Pride they were obliged to 
quit it. 

The ancient City of Pegu ftands about forty 
Miles to the Eaftward of Syrian^ the Ditches 
that furounded the City, which are now dry, 
and bear good Corn, teftify that few Cities in 
the World exceeded it in Magnitude, for they 
are reckoned fix or feven Leagues round their 
outward Polygon. 

It was the Scat of many great and puiilant 
Kings, who made as great a Figure as any in the 

Eaft, 
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Eaft, but now its Glory is in the Duft, for not 
one twentieth Part of it is inhabited, and thofe 
arc but the lower Clafs of People who inliabit 
it The Caufe of the Ruin of the Kingdoms 
of PegUy Martofuan^ and fome others under the 
Dominions of Pegu^ 1 had from fome Peguers^ 
in feveral Difcourfes with them about that Re- 
volution, which was thus. 

There was great Love and Friendfliip be- 
tween the Kings and Subjcdlsof Pegu and Siam^ 
being next Neighbours to one another, and they 
had a good Intercourfe of Trade, both by Land 
and S^, till in the fifteenth Century, a Pegu 
Veflcl being at Odia the chief City of Siam^ 
and when ready to depart for Pegu^ anchored 
one Evening near a little Temple a few Miles 
below the City, and the Mafter of the Veffel, 
with fome of his Crew, going to worfhip in 
that Temple, feeing a pretty well carv'd Image 
of the God Sam/ay^ about a Covet high, fell in 
Love with it, and finding his Prielts negligent 
in watching, ftole him away, and carried him 
on board Prifoner for Pegu. When the negli- 
gent Pricfts mift their little God they were in a 
deplorable Condition, lamenting their Lofs to all 
their neighbouring Priefts, who advifed them 
to complain to the King of Siam of the Theft, 
which accordingly they did, imploring his gcx)d 
Offices with the King of Pegu^ to have their 
God fent back ; and it happened that by the 
unfeafonable Floods in the River that Year, there 
came to be a great Scarcity of Corn, which Ca- 
VoL, IL b lamity 
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laiiiity was imputed by the Pricfts to the Lofs of 
Samfa)\ upon which the pious Prince fent an 
Embafly to his Brother of Pegu^ defiring the Re- 
ftitution of the Image, whofe Abfence had caufed . 
fo great Lofs and Clamour in his Country. 

The King of Pegu being as great a Bigot as 
his Brother of Siam^ would be no Means deli- 
ver back a God who hud fled from the Impie- 
ties of his native Land to him for Protcilion, 
and with that Anfwcr fent back the Siam Am- 
bafllidor, who was not a little niortihcd with 
the Dilappointment. 

Since fair Means could not perfuadc the Pf- 
giier to fend back the little God, the Siamer 
was refolved to try what Force would do, and 
accordingly raifed an Army of two or three hun- 
dred thoufand Men to invade the King of Prgus 
Dominions, and the full Fury of the War fell 
on the Province of Martavafiy being contiguous 
to the Territories of Siaw^ and with Fire and 
Sword deftroycd ihe open Country almoft to 
the Gates of the City of Marto'-can^ where of- 
ten the King of Pegu kept his Court, and was* 
formerly the Metropolis of an indcj-)endent 
Kingdom, before Pegu reduced that Country by 
Conqueft to be a Provinco of theirs. 

After the Suimer h.ui Litiated his Cruelty and 
Rage, by the Deflrucliou of ma2?y poor Inno- 
cents, he retired back to liis own Country very 
much elevated with Piidc and Vain-glory for 
his great Atcliievemcius, but ix'xc Year he was 
prctiy well humbled} for the Peguer raifcd a 
I much 
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much greater Army, and embarking them in 
ihuU Boats on the River Mcmnon^ on which the 
City of Odia flands in one of its Iflands, his 
Army was brought with fo much Celerity and 
Secrecy, that the Peguer brought tlie firft News 
of his Invafion, and pitching his Tents round 
the City, foon brought it inio great Straits, by 
Aoppirig the daily Provifions thut fupportcd it, 
but anexpedledly the River bringing down great 
Floods of Waters, fboner than their ordinary 
Hme, the Country ubout the City overflowed, 
and fpoird all the Peguers Provifions of Com, 
and drowned near the half of his Army, which 
obliged him to raife the Siege, and retire to his 
own Dominions. 

Next Year, the Siamer, xo be revenged, le- 
vied another great Army, with which he over- 
ran all the inland Countries of Pegu that lay 
near him, and anncxt them to his own Domi- 
nions. The Peguer finding that he could not 
recover his Lands without foreign Aid and AfM- 
ilance, invited the Portugueze^ whofe Name 
began to be dreadful in Indian and by the great 
Encouragement he gave them, got about looo 
Voluntici's into his Service. Niedier the Siam^ 
en nor the Peguers at that Time undcrllood the 
Ufe of Fire Arms, and their Noife and Execu- 
tion at fo great a Dlftance terrified them. With 
the Portugueze AlTiflaiice, the Peguer went 
with his Army, which was very numerous, to 
find out the Siamer^ and having found him, 
gave him Battle, the Portugueze being in the 
D 2 Front 
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Front with their Fire Arms, foon put the 
anur to Flight, before they could come to Hao- 
dy-blows, on which he left the Peguer'% Coun- 
try, in greater hade than he came into it. 

The King of Pegu was fo fcnfible of the Por- 
tugueze Service in gaining the Battle, and drhr* 
ing the Stamen out of his conquered Country, 
that he made one Senbor Tboma Pereyra (who 
commanded the Portugueze in the War) Gene- 
raliiTimoof all his Forces, which Preferment 
made the Portugueze fo in (blent, that in a few 
Years they became intolerable to all Ranks and 
Degrees crif Perfons in Pegu. 

Both Kings grew tired of War, but both too 
proud to make Advances toward Peace, fo that 
for many Years they had fkirmifhing with fmall 
Parties, tho* no fet Battles, and where ever the 
portugueze Arms went, they had Vidory to 
accompany them. 

The King of Pegu^ to have his Forces nearer 
the Bcn'dcrs of Siam^ fctded his Court at Mar^ 
tava?i, and kept the Portugueze near him, to 
be rcaiiy on all Occafions, either to repel or af- 
iault the Siam Forces, as Opportunity ferved, 
and Tboma Pereyra was the darling Favourite at 
Court he had his Elephants of State, and a 
Guard of his own Countrymen to attend hun. 
^ One Day as he was coining from Court in State, 
on a large Iilephant, towards his own Palace, he 
chanced to hear MuHck in a Burgher's Houfe, 
whofc Daughter being a very beautiful Vii^, 
had been married that Mornij)g to a young Man 
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of the Neighbourhood. The General went to 
the Houfe and wi(hed them Joy, and deiired to 
fee the Bride. The Parents took the General's 
Vifit for a great Honour done them, and brought 
their Daughter to his Elephant's Side ; he being 
imitten With her Beauty, ordered his Guard to 
feize her and carry her to his Houfe. 

His Orders were but too readily obeyed, and 
the poor Bridegroom not being able to bear his 
Lofi, cut his own Throat, and the difconfolate 
Parents of their injured Children, rent their 
Clothes, and went crying and complaining 
through the Streets towards the King's Palace, 
imploring their Gods and Countrymen to a- 
venge them on the infolent Portugueze^ the 
common Oppreflbrs of their Country. Crowds 
of Peo[^e came from all Parts of the City 
to hear and fee the Tragedy, their Numbers 
grew fo great, that the Streets were hardly big 
enough for them, and their Noife fo loud that 
it reached the King's Ears, who fent to know 
the Caufe of their Uproar. The Meflenger re- 
turning, acquainted the King what had been 
trani&ded, and he, to appeafe the Tumult, fent 
them Word that he would punifh the Criminal, 
and accordingly fent for his General, but he be- 
ing much taken up with the Enjoyment of his 
new Purchafe, maide an Excufe that he was fo 
much out of Order, that he could not then wait 
on his Majefty till he was better ; which Anfwcr 
fo provoked the King, that he ordered the whole 
City to take Arms, and to make a general Maf- 
D 3 facre 
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fiicre on all the Portugutze whcrcfoever they 
could be found in City or Country. The King's 
Orders were put in Execution fo fpeedily, that 
in a few Hours all the Portngueze were flaugh- 
tered, and the guilty Criminal was taken alive, 
and made faft by the Heels to an Elephant's 
Foot, who dragged him through the Streets till 
there was no Skin nor Flefli left to cover his 
Bones, which Speftacle appeafed the enraged 
Populace. There were oi^ly three Portngueze 
faved, who were accidentally in the Suburbs 
next the River, who hid themfelves till Night 
favoured their Efcape in a Imall Boat, in which 
they coalted along the Shore, Iteding on what 
the Woods and Rocks afforded tliem, and at 
length arrived at Malacca, to give an Account 
of the melancholy Scene. 

Both Kingdoms being much weakned with 
bloody Wars, took Reft for many Years, but 
never eiitred on Treaties of Peace. So about 
the middle of the feventeenth Century, the 5/- 
amcr invaded tlie Dominions of Pegu^ and con- 
qu red all to the Southward of Martavan^ tak- 
in g in the Provinces of Ta?iacerin and JUgore^ 
who were Trihutaries to Pegu^ . and retains them 
Hill in his PoITdrion. 

The King of Pegu finding that the Incroach- 
ments of Siam daily leffened his Dominions, 
and liis own Fci ces were not able to protcft 
what he had left, fent an Emk.fTy to the King 
of Rarma^ a potent Prince, whofe Dominions 
lay about 500 Miles up the River from Pegu^ 

to 
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to beg his Aiiiftancc to ftop the Shwicn in their 
Courle of Conqucfts, and he promifcd to give 
good Encouragement to the Bar macs. The 
Embafly was gracioufly received, and an Army 
of an hundred thoufand was levied for that Ser- 
vice, and fent on trahfport VclVels to Pcgu^ and 
joined the Pegu Army, who conjundlly marched 
againll the Siamcr^ and drove him quite out of 
his new Conqucfts ; and when the Barnuics cb- 
ferved the Fecblcncfs and bad DiRipline of the 
Pegu Army, they even killed the King of Pcgu^ 
and broke the Pegu Army, and feized the King- 
doms of Pegu and Martarcan for their Mafter, 
and in that Family it continues to this Time, 
The Barmaes ruined both the Cities of Pegu and 
Martavan^ and funk Vcllcls in the Mouth of 
the River of Mar/avan, to make it unnavigable, 
and Co it continues. This Account I hud at 
Pegu in zT/zwo 1709 ; both from Peguers and 
Portugueze^ who agreed in the Hiftory as I 
have related it. 

The Dominions of Banna are at prcfcnt very 
large, reaching from Moravi near Tanacerw, to 
the Province of Ihian in Cbina^ about 800 
Miles from North to South, and 250 Miles 
broad from Well to Eaft. It has no Sea-port 
but Syrian^ and that River is capable to receive 
a Ship of 600 Tuns. The Town drives a good 
Trade with ylrmeniam^ Portugucze^ Mcors 
and Gentoivs^ and fome EfigHfh^ tl'»elr Lnport 
is feveral Sorts of Induvi Good<, fuch as Betecl^ 
las^ Mulmuls^ CjJJaeSy Sanuis^ Ora/jg/I:axs, Tan^ 
D 4 geis. 
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gebs^ European Hats coarfe and fine, and Silver* 
The Cufloms are eight . and an half per Cent. 
which, with other Charges, amount to about 
twelve in the Hundred. The Produd of the 
G>untry is Timber for building. Elephants, 
Elephants Teeth, Bees-wax, Stick-hck, Iron, 
Tin, Oil of Earth, Wood-oil, Rubies the beft 
in the Wwld, Diamonds, but they are fmall, 
and are only found in the Craws of Poultry and 
Pheafants, and one Family has only the Indul- 
gence to fell them, and none dare open the 
Ground to dig for them. Salt^petre they have 
in Abundance, but it is Death to export it. 
Plenty of Ganfe or Lead, which pafleth all over 
the Pegu Dominions for Money. About twen- 
ty Sail of Ships find their Account in Trade for 
the limited Commodities, but the Armeniam 
have got the Monopoly of the Rubies, which 
turns to a good Account in their Trade ; and I 
have fccn fome blue Sapphires there, that I was 
told were found on fome Mountains of this 
Country. 

The Country is very fruitful in Corn, Fruits, 
and Roots, and excellent Legumen of feveral 
Species ; abundance of wild Game either quad- 
rupeds or winged. In the Months of September 
and OHober^ wild Deer are fo plentiful, that I 
have bought one for three or four Pence ; they 
arc vciy Hcfliy, but no Fat ab^ut tliem. They 
hive many Sorts of good Fifli, and Swincis 
I and Poultry arc both plentitul and good. 
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They wear none of our European G)inmo* 
dhics but Hats and Ribbons, and the Gcnny 
will extravagant Prices for fine Beaver Hats» 
and rich Ribbons flowered with Silver and Gold, 
and if it be never ib broad it is ftretch*d up the 
Crown of the Hat as far as it can go, and they 
ufe no Sort of Cock to their Hats. Cotton 
Cloths from Bengal and Cbormandel^ widi fome 
firipped Silks, are beft for their Market, and 
S3vcr of any Sort is welcome to them. It 
pays the King dght and a Half per Cent. Cuf- 
ttHn, bat in lieu of that high Duty, he indulges 
the Merchants to melt it down, and put what 
Alloy they pleaie in it, and then to pafs it off 
in Piiyments as hi^ as they can. 

Rupee Silver, which hath no Alloy in it, will 
bear twenty eight per Cent, of Copper-alloy, 
and keep the Pegu Touch, which they call 
flower'd Silver, and if it flowers, it pafles cur- 
rent. 

Their Way to make flower'd Silver is, when 
the Silver and Copper are mix d and melted to- 
gether, and while the Metal is liquid, they put 
it into a (hallow Mould, of what Figure or 
Magnitude they pleaie, and before the Liquidity 
is gone, they blow on it through a fmall wooden 
Pipe, which makes the Face^ or Part blown up- 
on, appear with the Figures of Flowers or Stars, 
but I never £iw any European or other Foreigner 
at Pegu^ have the Art to make thofe Figures 
appear, and if there is too great a Mixture of 
AUoy, no Figures will appear. 
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The King generally adds ten per Cent, on all 
Silver that comes into his Treaibry^ belides what 
was put on at firft, and tho' it be not flowered, 
it mult go off in all his Payments, but from 
any Body cife it may be refufed if it is not 
fjower'd. 

His Government is arbitrary. All his Com- 
mands are Laws, but the Reins of Gk)vernmcnt 
are kept fleady and gently in the King's own 
Hand. He fevcrely punifl^.cs his Governors of 
Provinces or Towns, if Oppreflions or other 
illegal Praftices are proven upon them i and to 
know how Affairs pafs in the State, every Pro- 
vince or City has a Mandereen or Deputy re- 
fiding at Court, which is generally in the City 
of Aoa^ the prefent Metropolis. 
. Every Morning thefe Mandereem are obliged 
to attend at Court, and after his Majefty ms 
dreft and breakfafted, which is generally on a 
Difli of Rice boiled in fair Water, and his Sauce 
is fome Shrimps dried and powdered, and fbme 
Salt and Cod-pepper mix'd with thofe two In- 
gredients, and that Mixture makes a very pun- 
gent Sauce, which they call Prock^ and is in 
great Efteem and Ufe among the Peguers, 

When his Breakfaft is over, he retires into a 
Room fo contrived that he can fee all the At- 
tendants, but none can fee him, and a Page Aands 
without to call whom the King would have 
give Account of the current News of his Pro- 
vince or City, which is performed with pro- 
found Reverence toward tiic Room where the 

King 
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King ftays, and with a di{lin<fl audible Voice ; 
and if any particular Matters of Confequence is 
jwgot or omitted, and the King conies to hear 
of it by another Hand, fevere PuniHiments fol- 
low, and fo he pailes his Mornings in hearing 
the neceflary Cafes of his own Affairs as well as 
thofe of his Subjeds. 

If he is informed of Treafon, Murder, or 
fuch like heinous Crimes, he orders the Matter 
to be judicially tried before Judges of his own 
choofing, for that Time and Affair, and on 
Convi(^on he figns the dead Warrant, wherein 
he orders, that the Wretch convidted (hall trade 
no more on his Ground, and Execution prefently 
follows, either by beheading, or ordering them to 
be Sport for his Elephants, which is the cruelleft 
Death. Sometimes he banifhes them for a certain 
'nme to the Woods, and if they are not de- 
voured by Tigers, or killed by wild Elephants, 
they may Return when their Term is expired, 
and pals the remainder of their Days in ferving 
a tame Elephant ; and for fmaller Crimes they 
are only condemned to clean hii Elephants 
Stables for Life. 

His Subjects, if they may be fo called, treat 
him with fulfom Adulation, When they fpeak 
or write to him, they call him their God (or in 
their Langua^ Kiack) and in his Letter to 
foreign Princes, he afllimes the Title of King of 
Kings, to whom all other Kings ought to be 
fubjeft, as being near Kinfman and Friend to 
all the Gods in Heaven and on Earth, and by 
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their Friend(hip to him all Animals are ied and 
preferved, and the Seafons of the Year arc re- 
gularly kept : The Sun is his Brother, and the 
Moon and Stars are his near Relations, Lord 
over the Floods and Ebbing of the Sea ; and 
after all his lofty Epithets and Hyperboles, he 
defcends to be King of the white Elephant, and 
of the twenty four white Somereroes or Um^ 
hrellas. Thefe two laft he may indeed claim 
with fome Shew of Juftice, for I have fccn Elc- 
pliants of a light ydlow Colour both in Pegu 
and Siam^ but who ought to be called their 
Lord is a Queflion not yet decided ; and as King 
of the twenty four white Somereroes^ I believe 
few Kings will much care to difpute that glo- 
rious Tittle with him, for thofe Somereroes are 
only common China Umbrellaes^ covered over 
with thin Cbormondel Beteellaes, and their Canes 
lack'd and gilded, and becaufe his own Subjeds 
dare not ufe any fuch Umirellaes, he wifely lays 
his imperial Commands on all other Kings to 
forbear wearing of them when they go abroad. 

After his Majefty has dined, there isaTrum- 
pet blown, to fignify to all his Slaves, as he 
terms other Kings, that they may go to Dinner, 
becaufe their Lord has already dined. And 
when any foreign Ships arrive at Syrian^ the 
Number of People on board, with their Agp 
and Sex, are fent to him, to let him know that 
fo many of his Slaves are arrived to partake of 
the Glory and Happinefs of his Reign and Fa- 
vour, 
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Toor, and the higheft Title his own Subjects 
aflbme^ is the King's firft Slave. 

The King's Palace at Ava is very large, built 
x£ Stone, and has four Gates for its Conve* 
niences. Amballadors enter at the Eaft Gate, 
which is called the golden Gate, becaufe all 
Ambafladors make their Way to him by Pre- 
iems. The South Gate is called the Gate of 
Juftice, where all People^ that bring Petitions, 
Accuiations, or Complaints, enter. The Weft 
is the Gate of Grace, where all that have re- 
cdved Favours, or have been acquitted of 
Crimes, pafs out in State, and all condemn- 
ed Pcrfons carried out in Fetters ; and the North 
Gate fronting the River, is the Gate of State 
where his Majefty pafles through, when he 
thinks fit to blefs his People with his Pre- 
ienoe, and all his Provifions and Water are car* 
lied in at that Gate. 

When Pots of Water, or Bafkets of Fruits 
are carried through the Streets for the King's 
Ufe, an Officer attends them, and all the Peo- 
ple that fortune to be near, muft fall on their 
Knees, and let it pafs by, as a good Catholick 
does when he fees the Hoft. 

When an Ambaftador is admitted to Audience 
in the Palace, he is attended with a large Troop 
of Guards, with Trumpets founding, and He- 
ralds proclaiming the Honour the Ambaftador is 
about to receive, in going to fee the Glory of 
the Earth, his Majefty's own fwcet Face, and 
between the Gate and the Head of the Stairs 
X that 
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that lead to die Chamber of Audience, the Amr 
baflador is attended with the Mafler of the Ce- 
remonies, who inftrudts him to kneel three 
Times in his Way thither, and continue io with 
his Hands over his Head, till a Proclamation is 
read before he dare rife. Some of his Elef^iants 
are intruded to &11 on their Belly when the 
King paf&s by them. 

This Relation I had from one Mr. Roger AH- 
firty who had been twice Ambailador frcxn the 
Governor of Fort St. Geojge^ or his Agents at 
Syrkm^ to the Court of Ava^ and tho' the 
Palace is very lai^e, yet the Buildings are but 
mean, and the City tho' great and populous, is 
only built on Bambow Canes, thatch'd with 
Straw or Reeds, and the Floors of Teak Plank, 
or fplit Bamboias^ bccaufc if Trealbn or other 
capital Crimes be detected, the Criminals may 
have no Place of Shelter, for if they do not ap- 
pear on the firft Summons, Fire will fetch them 
out of their combuftible Habitations. 

His Sword-officers have no Salary, nor his 
Soldiers for their Support, but there is a Pro- 
vince or a Ciiy given to fome Minion, who is 
to give Siiftenancc to fuch a Number of Soldiers, 
and find the Palace at -^v^ with fuch a Quota fo 
Provifions as the Providore thinks fit to appoint. 

When there is a War, and Parties are lent on 
Expeditions, then the King allows them Pay, 
Ciotlic*^, Arms, and provitles Magazines of Pro- 
viiior.s for them ; but aflbon as the War is at 
an End, then the Clothes and Arms are return- 
ed 
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cd, by whidi Means DifcipHne is little known 
among them, and a Man of a tolerable Stock of 
Courage may pafe there for a Hero. 

The Quality of an OfHcer is known by his 
Tobacco Pipe having an earthen or metallick 
Head, with a Socket to let in a jointed Reed, 
that on its upper End has a Mouth-piece of Gold, 
jointed as the Reed or Cane is, and by the 
Number of Joints in the golden Mouth-piece, 
the Quality of the Officer is known, and Re- 
Ipedt paid him accordingly. 

All Cities and Towns under this King's Do- 
minions, arc Xxk^ariftccratical Common- wealths. 
The Prince or Governor fcldom fits in Coun- 
cil, but appoints his Deputy, and twelve Coun- 
iellers or Judges, and they fit once in ten Days 
at Icaft, but oftner when Bufinefs calls them. 
They convene in a large Hall, mounted about 
three Foot high, and double Benches round the 
Floor for People to fit or kneel on, and to hear 
the free Debates of Council. The Hall being 
built on Pillars of Wood, is open on all Sides, 
and the Judges fet in the Middle on Matts, and 
fitting in a Ring there is no Place of Precedence ; 
there are no Advocates to plead at the Bar, but 
every one has the Privilege to plead his own 
Caufe, or fend it in Writing to be read pub* 
lickly, and it is determined judicially within 
the Term of three Sittings of Council, but if 
if^any one queftions his own Eloquence, or 
Knowledge of the Laws of Equity, he may 
impower a Friend to plead for him, but there 

are 
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are no Fees but what the Town contributes for 
the Maintenance of that Court, which in their 
Language is called the Rounday^ and thofe Con- 
tributions are very fmall : There are Clerks fet 
at the Backs of the Judges, ready to write down 
whatever the Complainant and Defendant has 
to £iy, and the Cafe is determined by the Prince 
and that Council, very equitably ; for if the 
lead Partiality is found awarded to either Party, 
and the King is made acquainted with it by the 
Deputies at Court, the whole Sentence is re* 
voked, and the whole Board are corrected for it, 
fo that very few have Occafion to appeal to 
Court, which they may do if they are aggrieved ; 
and if an Appeal is made upon ill Grounds, the 
Appellant is chaftifed, which juA Rigour hin- 
ders many tedious Suits that arife where there 
are no Penakies annexed to fuch Faults. 

The Judges have a particular Garb of their 
own. Their Hair being permitted to grow long, 
is tied on the Top of their Heads with Cotton 
Ribbon wrapt about it, and it Aands upright in 
the Form of a fharp Pyramid. Their Coat is 
of a thin Betella^ fo that their Skin is eaiily 
feen through it. AbOut tlieir Loins they have 
a large Lungee or Scarf, as all other Peguert 
have, that reaches to their Ancles, and againft 
the Navel a round Bundle made of their Lungee^ 
as big as a Child's Head, but Stockings and Shoes 
are not ufed in Pegu. 

The Barmm wear the fame Habit, and im- 
priiU fcvcral Dcvkes in their Skins, prick'd with 

a Bod- 
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a Bodkin, and the Powder of Charcoal robbed 
over the litde Wounds, while the Blood con- 
tinues wet in them, and the black Marks re« 
main ever after. The Peguers dare not pamt 
their Skins, fo that the Natives of each Nation 
are eafily known by the diftinguiftiing Mark of 
Painting or Plainnefs. There are few of their 
Men lat, but ^Jump, well fliap'd, of an Olive 
Colour, and well featured. 

Tte Women are much whiter than the Men, 
and have generally pretty plump Faces, but of 
finall Stature, yet very well fliap'd, their Hands 
and Feet fmall, and their Arms and Legs well 
prc^rtioned. Their Head-drefs is their own 
Mack Hair tied up behind, and when they go 
abroad, they wear a Sbaul folded up, or a Piece 
of white Cotton Cloth lying loofe on the Top of 
their Heads. Their bodily Garb is a Frock 
of Cotton Cloth or Silk, made meet for their 
Bodies, and the Arms of their Frock ftretch'd 
ddc on the Arm, the lower Part of the Frock 
reaching Half-thigh down. Under the Frock 
fh^ have a Scarf or Lungee doubled fourfold, 
faft about their Middle, which reaches 
almoft to the Ancle, fb contrived, that at every 
Step they make, as they walk, it opens before, 
and (hews the right Leg and Part of the Thigh. 

This Fa(hion of Petticoats, they fay, is very 
ancient, and was firft contrived by a certain 
Queen of that Conntry, who was grieved to fee 
the Men fo much addidted to Sodomy ^ that they 
n^ledted the pretty Ladies. She thought that 
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by the Sight of a pretty Leg and plump Th*^, 
the Men might oe allured from that abomina- 
Ue Cuftom^ and place their Affedtions on pro* 
per Objc^; ana according to the ingenious 
Queen's^ Conje^ure^ that Drels of the Lungee 
had \Vk dciired End, and now the Name of So^ 
dmj ii) hardly known in that Country. 

The Women are very courteous and kind to 
Strangers, and are very fond of marrying with 
Eur(^ans^ and moft Part of the Strangers who 
trade thither, marry a Wife for the Term they 
iby. The Ceremony is, (after the Parties are 
agreed) for the Brkie's Parents or neareft Friends 
or Relations, to make a Fesft, and invite her 
Friends and the Bridegroom's, and at the End 
of the Fcaft, the Parent or Bride-man, a/keth 
them both before the Company, if th^ aie 
content to cohabit together as Man and Wife, 
and both declaring their Confent, they are de- 
clared by the Parent or Friend to be lawfully 
married, and if the Bridegroom has an Houfe, 
he carries her thither, but if not, they have a 
Bcil provided in the Houfc where they are mar* 
ried, and are left to (heir own Difcretion how 
to piifi away the Night. 

rhey prove obedient and oblijging Whres, 
and take the Management of Affairs within 
DoorH wlK)lly in their own Hands. She goes to 
Market for Focxl, and adts the Cook in drcf- 
Wuy, \m Vii.tuals, takes Care of his Clothes, in 
waOiiiij!; anil mending them j if their Hufhands 
have any Goods to fell, they fct up a Shop and 
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fell them by Retail, to a much better Account 
than they could be fold for by Whcrfefale, and 
fome of them carry a Cargo of Goods to the in- 
land Towns,, and barter for Goods prc^r for 
the foreign Markets that their Huihands are 
bound to, and generally brmg fair Accounts of 
their Negotiations. If flie proves falfc to her 
Huft>and*s Bed, and on fair Proof convifled, her 
Hufband may carry her to the Rounday^ and 
have her Hair cut, and fold for a Slave, and he 
may have the Money 5 but if the Hiifbond goes 
. aftray, flie'U be apt to give him a gende E)ofe, 
to iend him into the other World a Sacrifice to 
her Reientment. 

If {he proves prolifick, the Children cannot 
be carried out of the Kingdom without the 
King's Permiflion, but that may be purchafed 
for 40 (m: 50 L. SterL and if an irreconcilable 
QjKurel happen where there are Children, the 
Fadier is obliged to tdce Care of the Bo3rs, and 
the Mother of the Girls. If a Hufband is con- 
tent to continue the Marriage, whiUl he goes 
to foreign Countries about his Affairs, he muft 
leave fome Fund to pay her about fix Shillings 
and 8 Pence per Month, otherwife at the Year's 
End (he may marry again, but if that Sum is 
paid l^r on his Account, (he is obliged to ftay 
the Term of three Years, and (he is never the 
worfe, but rather the better look'd on, that (he 
has bc«n married to feveral European Hufbands. 
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CHAR XXXVIL 

Gives an Account of the Pegu Clergy ^ 
their Charity^ &c. their Temples^ and 
theReafon why they are fo numerous^ 
and their Trials by Ordeal, the Fer^ 
tility oj the Country^ and the Cere^- 
mony tn burning the Corps of an 
high Prieft. 

TH E Pegu Clergy arc the beft Obfcrvcn 
of the Rules of Morality and Charity^ 
that I have met with in my Travels, and the 
People are pious and hofpitable. There are vaft 
Numbers of Temfdes built in this Country, but 
mod of Wood, becaufc that Material is plend- 
fuUefl: and cheapeH:, and takes Varnim and 
Gilding beft, being gawdily painted both with- 
in and without. Every one nas free Liberty to 
build a Baw or Temple, and when it is finifli- 
ed, purchafes or beftows a few Acres of Ground 
to maintain a certain Number of Priefts and 
Novices, who manure and cultivate the Ground 
for their own Suftenance, and in the Garden 
* the Priefts and Novices have a Convent built 
for their Convcniency of Lodgings and Study, 
and thofc are their iettled Benefices, for they 
are no Charge to the l^ity, but by their in- 
duilrious Labour in managing their Garden, 
.they havt enough for themfeives^ and fome- 

thing 
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thii^ to fpare to the poor Indigent of the Laity; 
but if their Garden is too fmail or fleril for the 
Subfidence of their Family, then they fend 
fome Novices abroad with a large Orange-co- 
loared Mantle about their Bodies, with a Baf- 
ket hanging on their left Arm, a little Drum 
in the left Hand, and a litde Stick in the right, 
and when they come to the People's Doors they 
beat three Strokes with the Stick on theDrum, 
and if none come to anfwer, they beat again, and 
foon to the third Time, and then ifnoneaqfwer, 
they proceed to the next Houfe without fpeaking 
a Word, but they are fetdom fent away without 
aoAlms of Rice,Pulfe, Fruits, or Roots, which is 
their only Food ; and what they receive more than 
they have prefent Occafion for, they diflxibute to 
the Poor, for they never take Care for to Morrow, 
living all their Days in Celebacy, they have none 
of the Anxiety of thinking about Provilion for 
a Widow and Children. Their innocent ex- 
emplary Lives procure them many Free-will- 
ofi^ings from the well difpofed Laity, and 
what is laved after providing their Convents, of 
Eatables and Clothing, returns to the Mainte- 
nance of the diftreft Laity, who^ through Age, 
Stcknefs, or other Accidents, cannot maintain 
themfelves by Labour, but none who are able 
to work, partake of their Charity. 

They preach or lefture frequently, and have 
a numerous Auditory. Their Religion is P^ga- 
nijm^ and their Syftem of Divinity, Polytbeifm. 
They have Images in their TemjJes or Baws^^ 
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of inferior Gods, fucb as Sornrna CuJdom^ Samfay^ 
and Praivpout^ but ihey cannot form an Idea of 
the Image of the great God, whofe Adoration 
is left to their Tallapois or Priefts. 

Thofe or Priefts, teach, that Cha- 

rity is the moft lublime Virtue, and therefore 
ought to be extenfive enough to reach not only 
to human Species, but even to Animals, where- 
fore they neither kill nor eat any, and they arc 
fo benevolent to Mankind, that they cherifli all 
alike without Diftindtion, for the fake of Re- 
ligion. They hold all Religions to be good that 
teach Me.i to be good, and that the Deities are 
pleated with Variety of Worfhip, but with 
none that is hurtful to Men, becaufe Cruelty 
muft be difagreeable to the Nature of a Deity : 
So being all agreed in that Fundamental, they 
have but f.w Pdemicks^ and no Perfecutiofis, 
for they fay that our Minds are free Agents, and 
ought neitlier to be forc'd nor fetter'd. 

The Images in their Temples are placed in 
Domes^ in a fitting Pofture, with their Legs 
acrofs, their Toes all alike long, their Arms 
and Hands very fmall in Proportidn to their 
Bodies, their Faces longer than human, and 
their Ears large, and the Lappets very thick. 
The Congregation bows to them when they 
come in and go out, and that is all the Oblation 
they receive. 

They never repair an old BaWy nor is there 
any Occaiion for that Piety or Expence ; for in 
every September there is an old Cuftom for Gen- 
tlemen 
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tlemeo of Fortune, to make Sky Rockets, and 
let them a flying in the Air, and if any fly any 
great Height, that is a certain Sign that the 
Owner is in favour with the Gods, but if it 
comes to the Ground, and fpends its Fire with- 
out rifing, the Owner is much dejected, and be- 
lieves that the Gods are Jingry with him, but 
the happy Man, whofe Rocket makes him in 
the Gods Favour, never fails of building a new 
Baw^ and dedicates it to the God he adores, 
and Ibme Priefts, whofe Temples are gone to 
decay, bring their Images to adorn it, who have 
the Benefice for their Pains. 

I have feen fome of thefe Rockets fo large, 
that one of them could contain above five hun- 
dred Weight of Powder Duft and Coal, which 
is their common Compofition. The Carcafe is 
the Trunk of a great Tree made hollow, leav- 
ing about two Inches of folid Wood without 
the Cylinder, to ftrengthcn it ; the Hollow they 
fill with the Compofition well ramm'd in, and 
after that is done, they make Thongs of green 
Buflfaloes Hides, and hale tight round the Car- 
cafe to keep it from fplitting, and thofe Thongs 
are put firom one End to the other, in the Place 
of Hoops, and when they grow dry, they are 
as clofe on the Carcafe as fo many Hoops. Then 
they fecure the Ends, that the Compofition may 
come gradually out, when fired. The Carcafe 
they place on a Branch of a large high Tree, 
which grows plentifiilly in their Fields, and fix it 
in the Pofition they would have it mount in when 
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fired, and then they take a large Bambow for a 
Tail to balance it. Some I have fccn above 
120 Foot long. When the Tail is made faft 
according to Art, then the Day of Solemnity is 
proclaimed, and great Numbers of People of 
all Ranks, Degrees and Ages, aflemble to fee 
the Rocket fly, Vf hen all are convened, the 
Lafliings that faftned it to the Tree, are cut, 
except fo many as can fn pport it from falling, 
and there are Men with Hatchets ready to cut 
them, when the Fire is put to it, which is done 
by the Owner, and then the Rocket takes Flight, 
and fomc lly a prodigious Height, others come 
to the Ground, and fly 5 or 600 Paces in an 
irregular Motion, wounding or fcorching all that 
come in its Way. The Confcquenccs of the 
high Flier and the low, I have defcribed at 
Length above. 

A little Wliile after the Rockets flying they 
have another Feaft, called the Collock^ and fome 
Women arc chofen out of the People affcmblcd, 
to dance a Dance to the Gods of the Earth. 
Hermophradites, who are numerous in this 
Country, are generally chofen, if there arc 
enough prefent to njake a Set for the Danrr. 
1 faw nine dance like mad Folks, for above half 
an Hour, and then fome of them fell in Fits, 
foaming at the Mouth for the Space of half an 
Hour J and, when their Senfes arc rcftored, they 
pretend to forcttl Plenty or Scarcity of Corn for 
that Ycjr, if tlic Year will prove fickly or falu- 
tii:y to the People, and I'cvcral other Things of 

Moment, 
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Moment, and all by that half Hour's Converfa- 
tion, that the furious Dancer had with the 
Gods, while {he was in a Trance, 

They have various Sorts of Mufick, but the 
Pipe and Tabor are efteemed the beft, though 
their ftringed Inftruments pleafed my Ears beft. 
They have one Sort in Shape of a Galley, with 
about twenty Bells of feveral Sizes and Sounds, 
placed faft on the upper Part, as it lies along. 
The Inftrument is about three Foot long, and 
eight or ten Inches broad, and fix Inches deep. 
They beat thofe Bells with a Stick made of hea- 
vy Wood, and they make no bad Mufick. . 

There are two large Temples near Syrian^ fo 
like one another in Strudlure, that tl^ey feem to 
be built by one Model. One ftands about fix 
Miles to the Southward, called Kiakiack^ or 
the God of Gods Temple. In it is an Image of 
twenty Yards long, lying in a fleeping Pofture, 
and by their Tradition, has lain in that Pofture 
6000 Years. His Doors and Windows are al- 
ways open, and every one has the Liberty to 
fee him ; and, when he awakes, this World is to 
be annihilated. The Temple ftands on an high 
champain Ground, and may e^fily be feen, in a 
clear Day, eight Leagues off. The other ftands 
in a low Plain, North of Syrian^ about the 
fame Diftance, called Dagun. His Doors and 
Windows are always ftiut, and none enters his 
Temple but his Priefts, and they won't tell 
what Shape he is of, only he is not of human 
Sh^pe. Aflbon as Kiakiack diflblves the Being 

and 
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and Frame of the World, Dagon or Dagun will 
gather up the Fragments and make a new one. 
There are yearly Fairs held near thofe Temples, 
and the Free-will Offerings arifing at thofe Fairs, 
are for the Ufe of the Temples. 

For finding out fecret Murder, Theft or Per- 
jury, the Trial or Ordeal is much in CuAom in 
Pegu. One way is to make the Accufcr and 
the Accufed take fome raw Rice in their Mouths, 
and chew, and fwallow it, but he that is guilty 
of the Crime alledged, or of falfc Accufation, 
cannot fwallow his Morfel, but the innocent 
chews and fwallows his eafily. 

Another way they have by driving a Stake of 
Wood into a River, and making the Accufer 
and Accufed take hold of the Stake, and keep 
their Heads and Bodies under Water, and he 
who ftays longcft under Water, is the Pcrfon to 
be credited, and whofoeVcr is conyidled by this 
Trial, cither for the Crime alledged, or for ma- 
licious Slander, by Accufation, mufl: lie on his 
Back three Days and Nights, with his Neck in 
a Pair of Stocks, without Meat or Drink, and 
fined to boot. They have alfo the Cuftom of 
dipping the naked Hand in boiling Oil, or li- 
quid Lead, to clear them from atrocious 
Crimes, if accufed ; and if the Accufcr fcalds 
lu'mfelf in the Trial, he mufl: undergo the Pu- 
nifliment due to the Crime, which makes Peo- 
ple very cautious how they calumniate one ano- 
ther: And, if any one aljKrfi: a Woman v/iih 
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Ac Name of Whore, and cannot prove the A- 
Iperfion to be true, they arc fined feverely. 

The Country is fruitful and heahhful, and the 
Air fo good, that when Strangers come hither 
in a bad State of Health, they feldom fail of a 
fpecdy Recovery ; but the Small-Pox is dreaded 
as peftifcrous, and in the Province of Kiriam 
that Dillemper is moft dangerous, and molt in- 
fcdious, fo that if any one is feized by that Di- 
feafe, all the Neighbourhood removes to two or 
three iMiles Diftance, and builds new Houfes, 
which are eafily done with Bambows and Reeds, 
which ,they have in great Plenty. They leave 
with the difeafed Perfon a Jar of Water, a Baf- 
ket of raw Rice, and fomc earthen Pots to boil 
it in, then bid him farewel for twenty one 
Days. If the Patient has Strength enough to 
rife and boil Rice, he may then recover, if not, 
he mufl even die alone. And it is obfervable, 
that, while a Perfon has that Diftemper, the 
Tiger, for all his Voracioufnefs, will not touch 
him. If the Patient dies within the Term of 
twenty one Days, then the Smell certifies them 
on their approaching the Houfe, and if he live, 
they carry him to their new built City, and 
make him a free Burgefs. 

I faw the Ceremony of an high Prieft's Fu- 
neral, and was not a little pleafed with the So- 
lemnity. After the Corps had been kept three 
or four Months, by Spirits or Gums, from Pu- 
trefaction , there was a great Maft fix'd in the 
Ground, fo faft, that it could be moved no wny 
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from its perpendicular Pofition. Then, about 
fifty or fixty Yards on each Side of that Maft, 
four fmaller Mafts were placed, and fixed per- 
pendicularly in the Ground. Around the great 
Maft, in the middle, were ereded three Scaf- 
folds above one another, the lowermoft bigger 
than the fecond, and the third fmaller than that, 
fo that it look'd like a Pyramid four Stories high. 
The Scaffolds were railed in on each Side, ex- 
cept an open Place of three or four Foot wide 
on each Side. All the Scaffolds, and the Ground 
below them, were filled with Combuftibles. 
From the Maft in the middle four Ropes were 
carried to the other four Mafts, and hard tight, 
and a Fire-rocket on each Rope was placed at 
the refpeftive fmall Mafts. Then the Corps was 
carried to the upper Story of the Pyramid, and 
laid flat on the Scaffold, and after a great Shew 
of Sorrow among the People there prcfent, a 
Trumpet was founded, which was a Signal to 
fet Fire to the Rockets, which, in an Inibnt, 
flew with a quick Motion along the Ropes, and 
fet Fire to the Combuftibles, and in a Moment 
they were all in a Flame, fo that in an Hour or 
two all was confumed. 

This High Prieft was held in fo great Vcne- 
ration, that he was reckoned a Saint among the 
People. He was in great Efteem with the King, 
and when any Nobleman fell into Difgrace, he 
ufed his Intereft with the King, to have him 
reftorcd again to Favour, uhlefs they were guil- 
ty of atrocious Crimes 3 and, in that Caic^ he 

ufed 



of the Eaft Indies. 



6i 



uied his Endeavours to have the Rigour of the 
Punifliment extenuated. 

All the Pegu Clergy are Mediators in making 
up Cales of Debate and Contention, that happen 
among Neighbours. They never leave mediat- 
ing till there be a Reconciliation, and in Token 
of Friendfhip, according to an ancient Cuftom 
diere, they eat Champock from one another's 
Hand, and that feals the Friend(hip. This 
Qkimpock is Tea of a very unfevoury Tafte, it 
grows, as other Tea does, on Bufhes, and is in 
Ufe on fuch Occafions all over Pegu. 

And now, iince I mud leave Pegu^ I muft 
not omit giving the Clergy their due Praifes in 
another particular Pradice of their Charity. If 
a Stranger has the Misfortune to be fliipwreck'd 
on their Coaft, by the Laws of the Country, 
the Men are the King's Slaves, but by the Me- 
diatians of the Church, the Governors overlook 
that Law ; and when die unfortunate Strangers 
come to their Baws^ they find a great deal of 
Hofpitality, both in Food and Raiment ; and 
have Letters of Recommendation from the 
Priefts of ox Convent to thofe of another on the 
Road they defign to travel, where they may ex- 
pert Veiiels to tranfport them to Syrian ; and if 
any be fick or maim'd, the Priefts, who are the 
Peguers chief Phyficians, keep them in their 
Convent^ till they are cured, and then furnifh 
them with Letters, as is above obferved, for 
they never enquire which way a Stranger wor- 
ijbips God, but if he is human, he is the Ob- 
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There arc fomc Cbrijliam in Syrian of the 
Portugueze Offspring, and fome jirmenians. 
The Portugueze have a Church, but the fcan- 
dalous Lives of the Priefls and People make 
them contemptible to all People in general. 

I have only to add to my Obfervations of 
Pegu^ that, in former Times, Martavan was 
one of the mod flouri(hing Towns for Trade in 
the Eaft, having the Benefit of a noble River, 
which afforded a good Harbour for Ships of the 
greateff Burden ; but, after the Barmaes con- 
quered it, they funk a Number of Veflcls full 
of Stones, in the Mouth of the River, fo that 
now it is unnavigable, except for fmall Veffcb. 
They make Earthen Ware there ftill, and glaze 
them with Lead-oar. I have feen fome Jars 
made there, that could contain two Hogth^ids 
of Liquor. They have alfo ftill a fmall Trade 
in Fifh. Their Mullet dried is the bcft dry Fifli 
I ever tafted, either in htdia or Europe. 

The Iflands off^ the Coaft of Pegu^ arc the 
Cocoes ^ uninhabited, but full of Cocoa-nut Trees. 
They lie about 20 Leagues Weft-fouth-wcft 
from Cape Negrais : And the Iflands Perperies 
lie 36 Leagues South of the faid Cape. They 
are hig}} Iflands uninhabited, and fo environed 
with Rocks under Water, that there is Danger 
in landing on them. They feem to be over- 
grown with Woods, and that is all I could ob- 
lerve of them. There is another fmall Ifland 
called Commoda, that lies about 10 Leagues off* 
the Coafl of Pegu, but is not inhabited. 

CHAP. 
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Treats of Merjee and Tanacerin, and 
of the Sea^oaji in the King of Siam j 
Dominions^ of the Majjacre there of 
the Englifti m Anno 1687 ; aljo of 
Quedah, and the other Maritime 
Countries and IJlands as far as Ma- 
lacca. 

THE next Place on the Continent, to the 
Southward, is Merjee^ 2l Town belong- 
ing to the King of Siam^ fituated on the 
Banks of the River of Tanacerin ^ lying within 
a great Number of fmall uninhabited lilands. 
T& Harbour is fafe, and the Country produces 
Rice, Timber for building. Tin, Elephants, 
Elephants Teeth and Agala Wood. In former 
Times a good Number of Englijh free Mer- 
chants were iettled at Merjee ^ and drove a good 
Trade, living under a mild indulgent Govern- 
ment 5 but the old Eaft India Company envy- 
ing their Happinefs, by an arbitrary Command, 
ordered them to leave their Induftry, and repair 
to FcMTt St. George^ to ferve them, and threat- 
ncd the King of Siam with a Sea War, if he 
did not deliver thofe Englijh up, or force them 
out of his Country, and, in Anno 1687, fent 
one Captain Weldon^ in a fmall Ship called the 
I Curtany\ 
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Curtany^ to Merjee with that Meflagc. He be- 
haved himfelf very infolently to the Govern- 
ment, and killed fome Siamers without any juft 
Caufe. One Night when JVeldon was aHiore, 
the Siamers thinking to do themfelves Juftice on 
him, got a Company together, defigning to feize 
or kill the Aggreflbr ; but JVeldon having Notke 
of their Defign, made his Efcape on board his 
Ship, and the Siamers miffing him, tho* verv 
narrowly, vented their Rage and Revenge on aU 
the Englijh they could find. The poor Vidims 
being only guarded by their Innocence, did not 
fb much as arm themfelves, to withfland the 
Fury of the enraged Mob, fo that feventy fix 
were mafi^cred, and hardly twenty efcaped on 
board of the Qirtany ; fo there was the tragkal 
Confcquence of one Man's Infolence. 

Before that fatal Time, the Englijh were io 
beloved and favoured at the Court of Siam^ that 
they had Places of Truft conferred upon them» 
both in the civil and military Branches of the 
Government. Mr. Samuel White was made 
Sbofivbandaar or Cuftom-mafter at Merjee and 
Tanacerin^ and Captain Willi ami was Admiral of 
the King's Navy ; but the troublefome Com- 
pany, and a great Revolution that happened in 
the State of Siam^ made fome repair to Fort St. 
Gcor^ey others to Bengal^ and fome to Atcbeen. 

The Iflands oppofite to the Coaft of Tanace- 
rin^ are the Andemans. They lie about eighty 
Leagues off, and are furrounded with many dan- 
gerous Banks and Rocks ; they are all inliabited 
I with 
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with Caniialsy who are fo fearle^, that they will 
fwim off to a Boat if ihe approach near the 
Sbore^ and attack her with their wooden Wea- 
pons, notwithftanding the Superiority of Numbers 
m the 6oat, and the Advantage of miilive and 
defenfive Arms of Iron, Steel and Fire. 

I knew one Ferguffon^ who commanded a 
Ship from Fort St. George^ bound from Malacca 
to Bengal^ in Company with another Ship, go- 
ing too near one of the Aideman Iflands, was 
dnveo by the Force of a ftrong Current, on 
fome Rocks, and the Ship was loft. The other 
Slip was driven thro' a Channel between two 
of the fame Iflands, and was not able to aflift 
the (hip-wreck'd Men ; but neither Ferguffm 
nor any of his People were ever more heard of, 
which gave Ground to conjedture that they were 
all devoured by thofe favage Canibals. 

I law one of the Natives of thofe Iflands at 
Jtcbeen in Amo 1 694. He was then about 
40 Years of Age. The Andemaners had a year- 

Coftom to come to the Nicobar Iflands, with 
a great Number of fmall PrawSj and kill or 
take Prifbners as many of the poor Nicobar earn 
as they could overcome. The Nicobareans a- 
gain joined their Forces, and gave the Canibak 
Battle, when they met with them, and one 
Time defeated them, and gave no Quarter to 
the Andemanen. This Man above-mentioned, 
when a Boy of 10 or 12 Years of Age, accom- 
panied his Father in the Wars, and was taken 
Prilbner, and his Youth recommending him to 

Vol. a F MercY, 
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Atocy, they faved his Life, and made him t 
Slave. After he had continued fo three or four 
Years, he was carried to Atcbtcn to be Ibid for 
Cloth, Knives and Tobacco, which arc the 
Commodities mod wanting on the Nicobars. 
The Atcbeeners being Mahometans^ this Boy's 
Patron bred him up in that Religion, and Ibme 
Years after his Mafter dying, gave him his 
Freedom ; he having a great Defire to fee his 
native Country, took a Praw, and the Months 
of December^ January^ and February^ being 
fair Weather, and the Sea fmooth, he ventured 
to the Sea, in order to go to his own Country, 
from the Illands of Gomus and Pullo-wey^ which 
lie near Atcbeen. Here the Southermoft of the 
'Nicohan may be feen, and fo one Ifland may 
be feen from another, from the Southermoft of 
thofc to Chitty-Andeman^ which is the Souther- 
moft of the AndemanSy which are diflant firom 
Atcheen about an hundred Leagues. Arriving 
among his Relations he was made welcome, with 
great Demonftrations of Joy to fee him alive, 
whom they exptfted to have been long dead. 

Having retained his native Language, he gave 
an Account of his Adventures \ and, as the 
Atidma?iers have no Notions of a Deity, he ac- 
quainted them with the Knowledge he had of a 
God, and would have perfuaded his Country- 
mcti to Icurn of him the way to adore God, 
and to obey his Laws, but he could make no 
Converts. VVhen he had ftaid a Month or two, 
he took leave to be gone again, which they per- 
mitted^ 
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tnitted, on Condition that he would return. He 
brought along with him four or five hundred 
Weight of Quickfilver, and he faid, that lome 
of the Andeman I Hands abound in that Com- 
modity. He had made fevcral Trips thither be- 
fore 1 law him, and always brought fome Q^iick- 
lilver along with him. Some Mahometan Fa^ 
hires would fain have accompanied him in his 
Voyages, but he would never fufFer them, be- 
caufe he faid, he could not engage for their Safe- 
ty among his Countrymen. When I faw him, 
be was in Company with a Setd^ whom I car- 
ried a Paflenger to Surat^ and from him 1 had 
this Account of his Adventures. 

The next Place of any Commerce on this 
Coaft is the Ifland of Jonkceyloan^ it lies in the 
Dominions of the King of Siam. Between 
MerjeezxA yonkceyloan there are feveral good 
Harbours for Shipping, but the Sea-coaft is very 
thin of Inhabitants, becaufe there are great 
Numbers of Freebooters, called Salleiters^ who 
inhabit Iflands along the Sea-coaft, and they 
both rob, and take People for Slaves, and tran- 
fport them for Atcbeen^ and there make Sale of 
diem, and yonkceyloan often feels the Weight 
cf their Depredations. 

The North End of yonkceyloan lies within a 
Mile of tlie Continent, but the South End is a- 
bovc three Leagues from it. Between the Ifland 
and the Continent is a good Harbour for Ship- 
ping in the South- weft Monfoons, and on the 
Weft Side of the Illand Futon Bay is a fafe Har- 
F 2 hour 
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bour in the North-eaft Winds. The Iflands 
afford good Mafts for Shipping, and abundance 
of Tin, but few People to dig for it, by rea- 
fon of the afore-mentioned Outlaws^ and the 
Governors being generally Cbinefe^ who buy 
their Places at the Court of Siam^ and to reim- 
burfe themfelves, opprefs the People, in fo 
much that Riches would be but a Plague to 
them, and their Poverty makes them live an ea- 
iy indolent Life. 

Yet the Villages on the Continent drive a 
fmall Trade with Shipping that come from the 
Cortnondel Coaft, and Bengal^ but both the Buyer 
and Seller trade by Retail, fo that a Ship's Ou-- 
go is a long Time in felling, and the Product of 
the Country is as long in purchafing. 

The Iflands off this Part of the Coaft arc the 
NicobarSy and are about 90 Leagues diftant from 
the Continent The Northmoft Clufter is low, 
and are called the Carnicubars^ and by their Vi- 
cinity to the Andemam^ are but thinly inhabited. 
The middle Clufter is fine champain Ground, 
and all but one, well inhabited. They are cal- 
led the Somerera Iflands, becaufe on the South 
End of the largeft Ifland, is an Hill that refem- 
bles the Top of an Umbrella or Somerera. About 
fix Leagues to the Southward of Somerera Ifknd, 
lies Tallang-jang the uninhabited Ifland ; where 
one Captain Owen loft his Ship in Anno 1708, 
but the Men were all faved, and finding no In- 
habitants, they made Fires in the Night, and 
next Day there came five or fix Canoes fi-om 

Ning 
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l^ing and Goury^ two fine Iflands that lie about 
four Leagues to the Weftward of the defert 
Illand, and very courteoufly carried the fihip- 
wrcck'd Men to their Iflands, of NingznA, Goury^ 
with what little Things they had faved of their 
Apparel and other Neceflaries. 

The Captain had faved a broken Knife about 
four Inches long in the Blade, and he having 
laid it carelefly by, one of the Natives made 
bold to take it, but did not offer to hide it. 
The Captain feeing his Knife in the poor Na- 
tive's Hand, took it from him, and beflowed 
fome Kicks and Blows on him for his Ill-man<- 
ners, which was very ill taken, for all in gene- 
ral diewed they were difTatisfied with the Ac- 
tion 5 and the fhipwrcck'd Men could obferve 
Contentions arifing between thofe who were 
their Bencfadlors in bringing them to their Ifland, 
and others who were not concerned in it : How- 
ever, next Day as the Captain was fitting under 
a Tree at Dinner, there came about a Dozen 
of Natives towards him, and faluted him on 
every Side with a Shower of Darts made of hea- 
vy hard Wood, with their Points hardned in 
the Fire, and fo he expired in a Moment. How 
far they had a Mind to purfue their Refentment, 
I know not, but their Benefadlors kept Guard 
about their Houfe till next Day, and then pre- 
fented them with two Canoes, and fitted them 
with Out-leagers to keep them from overturn- 
ing, and put fome Water in Pots, fome Cocoa- 
nuts and. dry Fifh, and pointed to them to be 
F 3 imme- 
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immediately gone, which they did. Being fix- 
teen in Company, they divided equally, and 
fteered their Courfe for Jonkceyloariy but in the 
way one of the Boats loft her Out-leager, and 
drowned all her Crew, the reft arrived fafe, and 
I cai ried them afterwards to Matchulipatam. 

Jsiing and Goiiry are two fine fmooth Iflands, 
well inhabited, and plentifully furniftied with 
fevcral Sorts of good Fifli, Hogs and Poultry ; 
kut they have no Horfes, Cows, Sheep, nor 
Goats, nor wild Bealts of any Sort, but Mon- 
kies. They ' have no Rice nor Pulfe, fo that 
the Kernel of Cocoa-nuts, Yams, and Potatoes 
ferves them for Bread. 

Alone; the North End of the Eaftmoft of the 
two Iflands, are good Soundings from ten to 
eight Fathoms Sand, about two Iviiles off the 
Shore. The People come thronging on board 
in their Canoes, and bring Hogs, Fowl, Cocks, 
FiHi, frefli, faltcd and dried Yams, the beft I 
ever tafted, Potatoes, Parots and Monkies, to 
barter for eld Hatchets, Sword-blades, and 
thick Pieces of Iron-hoops, to make defenfive 
Weapons againft ihcir common Difturbers and 
implacable Enemies the Andemaners j and To- 
bac co they are very greedy of, for a Leaf of 
Tobacco, if pretty large, they will give a Cock ; 
for three Foot of an Iron* hoop, a large Hog, 
and f )r one Foot in length, a Pig. They all 
fpeak a little broken Portugueze, but what reli- 
gious Worfhip they ufc, I could not learn. 

The 
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The Ifland Somerera lies about eight Leagues 
; to the Northward of Ning and Goury^ and is 
f well inhabited by the Number of Villages that 
(hew themfelves as we fail along its Shores. The 
People, like thofe of 'Ning and Goury, are very 
courteous, and bring the Produdt of their Ifland 
aboard of Ships to exchange for the aforemen- 
tioned Commodities. Silver nor Gk)ld they nei- 
I ther have nor care for, fo the Root of all Evil 
I can never fend out Branches of Mifery, or bear 
Fruit to poifon their Happinefs. The Mens 
Clothing is a Bit of String round their Middle, 
and about a Foot and an Half of Cloth fix Inches 
broad, tuck'd before and behind within that 
Line. The Women have a Petticoat from the 
Navel to the Knee, and their Hair clofe (haved ; 
but the Men have the Hair left on the upper 
Part of the Head, and below the Crown, but 
cut fo fliort that it hardly comes to their Ears. 

The Southward Clufler of the Nicobars^ is 
mountainous, and the People partake of its un- 
polifhed Nature, being more uncivil and furly 
than thofe to the Northward. Their Iflands 
produce the fame Neceflaries as the others do. 

^edah is the next Place of Note on the Con- 
tinent to the Southward, and is honoured with 
the Title of a Kingdom, tho' both fmall and 
poor. The Town which bears the fame Name, 
ftands on the Banks of a fmall navigable River, 
deep, but narrow, about 50 Miles from the Sea, 
and the King refides in it, but (hews no Marks 
of Grandeur, befides arbitrary governing. 

F 4 ' Their 
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Their Religion is Mahometan^ mucb mix*d 
with Paganifm. The People are deceitfal, co- 
vetous, and cruel. It was many Years tributary 
to Siam^ but in their long Pegu War, it threw 
off the Yoke, Its Produdt is Tin, Pepper, Ek- 
fdiants, and Elephants Teeth, Canes, and Da^ 
tnar^ a Gum that is ufed for making Pitch and 
Tar for the Ufe of Shipping. The King is poor, 
proud and beggarly ; he never fails of viiitmg 
ftranger Merchants at their coming to his Port, 
and then, according to Cuftom, he muft have a 
Prefent. When the Stranger returns the Vifit, 
or has any Bufinefs with him, he muft make 
him a Prefent, otherwife he thinks due Refpedl 
is not paid to him, and in Return of thefe Prc- 
fents, his Majefty will honour the Stranger with 
a Seat near his facred 'Perfon, and will chew a 
little Betely and put it out of his royal Mouth 
on a little gold Saucer, and fends it by his Page 
to the Stranger, who muft take it with all the 
Signs of Humility and Satisfadtion, and chew it 
after him, and it is very dangerous to refufe the 
royal Morfel. 

Some Ages ago, Ligore was a Kingdom of it* 
felf, and the Kings of ^cdahznA Ligore ftVi at 
Variance. He of Siuedab invaded the Terri- 
tories of Ligore^ and left his Queen and his 
Son, an hopeful Youth about twenty Years of 
Age, to govern in his Abfence. The Mo- 
ther and Son grew enamoured of each other, 
and ftie found herfelf with Child by the re- 
ciprocal Efteem they bore one another. She 
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being juAly afraid of the King's Refentment 
on his Return^ laid the Danger before her 
Son, that threatned them both, and advifed 
the dutiful Child to prevent their Death by 
killing his Father. Whereupon he wrote to 
the King for Leave to give ham a Viflt in the 
Campy vs^hich Favour he obtained, and pro« 
oeeded accordingly to the Place where his Fa- 
ther was with his Army. At his Arrival he was 
received by all with great Demonftrations of Joy, 
particularly by his Father, who made him lodge 
in his own Tent. The Villain let his Father fall 
aileep, and then ftabbed him to the Heart, and 
immediately left the Army, and hailed to his 
loving Mother, to give her an Account of his 
noble Adlion. In the Morning the King being 
found dead, and the Son gone, the Regicide was 
foon known ; and becaufe the Qaeen (hould 
not continue long a Widow, the obedient Child 
married her himfelf, becaufe none in the Coun- 
try had royal Blood in their Veins but himfelf, 
and (he could not ftoop to match below the 
Dignity of a fovereign Prince. Such libidinous 
Marriages are very frequent in this Country to 
this prefent Time. 

Perab is the next Country to ^iedab. It is 
properly a Part of the Kingdom of Jokore^ but 
the People are untradable and rebellious, and 
the Government anarchical. Their Religion is 
heterodox Mahometifm. The Country produces 
more Tin than any in India^ but the Inhabitants 
are fo treacherous, faithlefs, and bloody, that 
no European Nation can keep Fa(3:ories there 
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with Safety. The Dutch tried it once, and the 
firft Year had their Fadlory cut ofF. They then 
fettled on Pullodingdingj an Ifland at the Mouth 
of the River Perab^ but about the Year 1690. 
that Fadlory was alfo cut off, and I never heard 
that any Body elfe ever attempted to fctde 
there fince. 

There are feveral other Places along that 
Coaft of Malaya^ that produce great Quantities 
of Tin, but Salangore and Parfalore are tlic 
moft noted, tho' little frequented by Europeans^ 
becaufe they have too many of the Perab Qua- 
lities, to be trufled with honefl Mens Lives and 
Money. Their Religion is alfo a Sort of fcoun- 
drel Mabmetifm. 



CHAP. XXXIX. 

Qtves an Account of Malacca, how the 
PoTtug\iezj& got Footing there y and for^ 
tified it J and how the J^\xtc\i fup^ 
planted the Portugueze, and made 
it a Colony of theirs ^ with fome Oc^ 
currences happening to the Scots Com^^ 
pany s Affatrs there ^ and other Places 
in India. 

MALACCA is the next Place in Courfe 
along this Coaft of Malaya. Before the 
Portugueze came to India^ it had been the Place 

of 
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of Refidence of the Kings of Johore^ but they 
denying the Portugueze Commerce in their 
Country, aflbciated themfclves with the King 
of Aarow (a potent Prince in thofc Times) on 
the Ifland of Sumatra^ who was engaged in a 
War with the King of Johore^ and with their 
joint Forces obliged him to quit that Place, and 
retire to Johore-lami^ which lies at the very 
Point of that Promontory, within one Degree 
of the iEqaator. There is a noble fpacious 
River that accommodates Jobore-Iami. 

Aflbon as the King of Johore was gone, the 
Portugueze began to fortify, and encompafled 
a little Hill with a Stone Wall, about a Mile 
round, in which they built a City, and called 
it Malacca^ and by the Conveniency of its Situ- 
ation, in a few Years it became the .greateft 
Mart in India ; however, the King of^ Johore 
was fain to make a Peace with the Portugueze^ 
allowing them their Fort, and as much Ground 
round it as their Cannon could fling a Shot, and 
fo they became Friends j but the King of Johore 
invaded the King of Aarow' s Dominions, with 
a numerous Fleet of Gallies, and in a flhort 
Time forced him to crave Aid from the Por^ 
tuguezey who never us'd to deceive their Allies 
but when they trufted to them, and fo the King 
of Aarow loft his Country. 

Malacca^ a Place of fmall Account, in a fliort 
Time became famous all over India and Europe^ 
lying almoft in the Centre of Trade, brought 
thither by Shipping from the rich Kingdoms of 

Japon, 
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Japm^ Qnna^ Formofa^ Luconia^ Tanquin^ 
Coucbin-cbina^ Camifodia, and Siam^ beiides 
what Jobore produced, and Sumatra, Jonja^ 
Borneo, Macaffer, Banda, Amboina, and Tematt 
IflandSy that produce many valuable Commo- 
dities. 

As the Portugueze grew great and rich, they 
grew alfo infolent, and fo continued abufing and 
aflfronting their Neighbours till about the Year 
i6to. the Dutcb had a War with Portugal, on 
account of fome Lofles the Dutcb fuilained in 
Brazil. 

The Dutcb fent many Ships and good Forces 
to India, to be equal witfi the Portugueze, for 
their driving the Dutcb out of Brazil ; and how 
their Arms flourifh'd on the Coafts of Malabar 
and Zeloan, I have obferved already in my firft 
Volume/ fo I begin again at Malacca. 

The Dutcb coming into the Streights of Ma^ 
lacca from Batavia, with a ftrong Fleet and a 
Land-army on board of it, ftruck up an Alliance 
with the King of Johore, ofFcnfiive and defen- 
five, as long as the Sun and Moon gave Light 
to this World; for I faw the Treaty, and 
heard it read, with thofe Expreflions in it : On 
which the King of Jobore aflifted the Dutcb 
with 20000 Men, and laid Siege to the Fort 
by Land, while the Dutcb diftreflcd it by Sea ; 
and yet for all that the Fleet and Army could 
do, they could not have taken it by Force, but 
by reducing them by Famine, which would 
have taken up a great Deal of Time^ fo what 

they 
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they could not efFcdt by Force, they did \rj 
Fraud. 

They heard that the Portugueze Governor 
was a fordid avaricious Fellow, and ill beloved 
by the Garifon, fo the Dutcb, by fecret Con- 
veyances, tampered with him by Letters, pro- 
miiing him Mountains of Gold if he would con- 
tribute towards their gaining the Fort. At length 
the Price was fet of 80000 Pieces of Eight, to 
be the Reward of his Treachery, and to be 
iaiely tranfported to Batavia in their Fleet, and 
be made a free Denizon there. So he fent 
fecret Orders to the Dutch to make an Attack 
on the Eafl-ifde of the Fort, and he would zGt 
his Part, which was accordingly done. 

He thereupon called a Council, and told 
them he had a Mind to circumvent the Dutcb^ 
by letting them come clofc to the Fort Walls, 
and then to fire brifkly on them from all Quar- 
ters, and deftroy them at once, fb the Dutch 
made their Approaches without Moleftation, 
and placed their Ladders. The Garifon fent 
Meflage after MefTage, to acquaint the Governor 
of the Danger they were in, for want of Orders 
to fire and fally out on the Dutch, as was agreed 
on in Council, but he delayed fo long till the 
Dutch got into the Fort, and drove the Guard 
from the Eaft-gate, which they foon opened to 
receive the reft of their Army, who, aflbon as 
they were entred, gave Quarters to none that 
were in Arms, and marching towards the Go- 
vernor's Houfe, where he thought himfelf fe- 
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cure by the Treaty, they forthwith difpatch*d 
him to fave the fourfcore thoufand Dollars. 

The Mafter Gunner being poded on a large 
Baft ion, whofc Walls arc wafticd by the Sea at 



with him, would by no Means yield till he had 
capitulated with the Dutch for fair Quarter for 
himfelf and his Company, which the Dutch 
would not adhere to, fo tliat for two Days he 
gallantly maintained his Poft. At laft, by con- 
tinual Fatigue, and Lofs of his Men, he was 
obliged to yield to Fate, and great Superiority 
of Numbers, and died like an Hero, with Im 
Sword in his Hand \ and there is a common 
Report at Malacca ft ill, that the Night after the 
annivcrfary Day of his Death, his Cenim is fccn 
on that Baftion: And I was informed by a 
Dutch Governor at Malacca^ that on that Night 
no Sentinels are fct there, for that fevcrals have 
found the I^fFedls of his Fury, by being thrown 
over the Wall, and have been either killed or 
maimed by the Fall. 

The Vortugucze^ to fliew their Zeal to Reli- 
gion, while they were Maftcrs of Malacca^ had 
no lefs than three Churches and a Chapel with- 
in the Forty and one without, but now there is 
but one Church and a Chapel within, and none 
without. That which the Dutch now ufe for 
their Worfliip, ftands confplcuoufly on the Top 
of the Plill, and may be feen up or down the 
Strcights at a good Diftanoe, and a Flag-ftafF is 
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placed on the Steeple, on which a Flag is 
hoifted on the Sight of any Ship. 

The Fort is both large and flrong, the Sea 
wafliing the Walls of one third Part of it, and 
a deep, rapid, but narrow River, the Wcft-fidc 
of it, and a broad deep Ditch the reft of it. The 
Governor's Houfe is both beautiful and conve- 
nient, and there are feveral other good Houfes 
in the Fort, and in the Town without the Fort, 
but the Road for Shipping is at too great a 
Diftance to be defended by the Fort, the Shal- 
lownefs of the Sea obliging them to lie above a 
League off, which is a very great Inconveniency* 
For in 1709. the Fr^wA coming into the Streights 
with a Squadron of throe or four Sail, feeing a 
large Ship in the Road, newly arrived from 
Japan^ ftood in to the Road, and had certainly 
ly carried her out, if the Wind had not failed 
them about Mufket Shot from her. 

At Malacca the Streights are not above four 
Leagues broad ; for tho' the oppolite Shore on 
Sumatra is very low, yet it may eafily be fcen 
in a clear Day, which is the Reafon that the Sea 
is always as fmooth as a Mill-pond, except it is 
ruffled with Squalls of Wind, which kldom 
come without Lightnings, Thunder, and Rain ; 
and though they come with great Violence, 
yet they are foon over, not often exceeding an 
Hour. 

The Country produces nothing for a foreign 
Market, but a litdc Tin and Elephants Teeth, 
but feveral excellent Fruits and Roots for the 
2 Ulc 
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Ufe of the Inhabitants, and Strangers who call 
there for Refrefhments. The Malacca Pine- 
apple is accounted the bed in the World, 
for in other Parts, if they are eaten to a fmatt 
Excefs, they are apt to give Surfeits, but 
thofe of Malacca never offend die Stomach. 
The Mangojiane is a delicious Fruit, almofl; in 
the Shape of an Apple, the Skin is thick and 
red, being dried it is a good Aftringent. The 
Kernels (if I may fo call them) are like Qoves 
of Garlick, of a verv agreeable "Tafte, but very 
cold. The Rambojtan is a Fruit about the Big- 
nefsofa Walnut, with a tough Skin, befetw^ 
Capillaments, within the Skin is a very favoory 
Pulp. The Durean is another excellent Fruit, 
butofFenfiveto fome Peoples Nofes, for it fmelb 
. very like human Excrements, but when once 
tafled, the Smell vanKhes. The Skin is thick 
and yellow, and within is a Pulp like thick 
Cream in Colour and Conliftence, but more 
delicious in Tafte. The Pulp or Meat is very 
hot and nourifliing, and inftead of furfeiting, 
they fortify the Stomach, and are a great Incen- 
tive to Wantonnefs. They have Cocoa-nuts in 
Plenty, and fome grow in Marifhes that arc 
overflown with the Sea in Spring-tides. Their 
Liquor and Kernel partake of the Qiialities of 
the Ground they grow in, being exceeding Salt. 
I neverfaw any Cocoa-nuts grow in Salt Grounds 
but there, and fome are fo large that the Shell 
will hold more than an EngliJJo Qiiart Pot. 
They have alio Plenty of Lemons, Oranges, 
I Limes, 
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Limes, Sugar-canes, znd p4^angoes. They have 
a Species of Mango ^ called by the Dutch a Stinker^^ 
which is very offenfive both to the Smell and 
Tafte, and confequently of little Ufe. There is 
little Corn or Pulfe grows in this Country but 
what is nourifh'd in Gardens* 

Sheep and Bullocks are fcarce and dear, but 
Swines Flefti, Poultry, and FiQi pretty plentiful, 
and reafonably cheap, confidering it is a Dutch 
Colony, whofe exceffive Taxes make every 
Thing dear, and difcourage the Poor from im- 
proving, fince Poverty fecures them from farther 
Oppreffion. Their Corn comes all from Java^ 
Siam^ or Cambodia^ but the Freight makes it 
come out dear to what it is in other Places, 
whofe native Ground produces it. 

I will pafs by their Court of Juftice, becaufe 
it hardly deferves the Name, fince Strangers are 
acluded from the common Laws of Humanity, 
wherein I am able to give many Inftances, but 
I voluntarily pa& by Particularities till another ^ 
Time. 

There is a very high Mountdn to the Nordi- 
eafiward of Malacca^ that fends forth feveral 
Rivers, of which that of Malacca is one, and all 
of them have fmall Quantities of Gold Dufl 
found in their Chanels. The inland Inhabitants 
railed Monacaboes^ are a barbarous favage Peo- 
ple, whofe greateft Pieafure is in doing Mifchief 
:o their Neighbours, which is the greateft Rea- 
fon why the Peafants about Malacca fow no. 
Qrain but what is inclofed in Gardens with thick 

Vol. IL G fet 
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let prickly Hedg^, or deep Ditches ; for when 
their Grain is ripe in the open Plains, the ikAM- 
caboei never M of putting Fire to it, in order 
to confume it. They are much whiter tfaaD 
their ne^hbouring Malayas who inhabit the low 
Grounds, and the Kings of Jobore^ whole Sob- 
jeds they are, or at leaft ought to be, could 
never civilize them. 

Their Religion is a Complex of Mabom^jfm 
and Pagamfm^ and they have the Charadcr of 
great Sorcerers, who by their Spells can tame 
wild Tigers, and make them carry them wh^ 
ther they order them, on their Backs. Odob 
they had a Mind to try their Art on the ToWD 
of Malacca^ but were unfuccefsful in their £a» 
terprize, according to common Repwt there. 
For one of their chief Wizards afliired them 
that neither Gun, Sword, nor Lance, (hoald 
have Power to hurt them, if they (hould attempt 
the Town, whofe Defence confifts only in t 
flight Gate, with a litde round Bailion, with 
five or fix great Guns mounted on it. So op 
the Opinion of their Dodlors Art, a great Num- 
ber drew together, and being armed with Lance 
and Crofs, their common Weapons, marched 
without Order or Fear towards the Gate. When 
they came near enough, the Gunner of tbeBaf- 
tion pointed fome Guns, and fet Fire to the 
Priming, but that fia(hed, and the Guns wouU 
not difcharge, which difcouraged the Guard of 
the Gate ; but a Malaya Soldier, who underftood 
fome of the Monacaboes Art, called for a Keoe 
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^ork, with which he befmcar'd the Mouths 
be Cannon, while the Gunner renewed the 
ning, and Fire being put to them, the Can- 
went off, and did good Execution, which 
rightned the MonacaboeSy that they betook 
nfelves to Flight, and never attempted to 
irb the Town fince. 

faw ftrange Cures performed by a Malaya 
ior at Malacca. One of them was on a 
itleman [of my Acquaintance, who was fe- 
1 Supercargo of a Scotch Ship called the Speeds 
\ which was loft near Malacca. After the 
> was loft, the firft Supercargo took an Houfe 
• the Town, by the Sea-fide, to put up their 
go and Stores in, that were faved, but eleven 
:fts of Treafure and fome fine Goods were 
jed in one of the Dutch Company's Ware- 
fes in the Fort, which had three Locks on 
Door. The Governor had one Key, and 
1 of the Supercargoes one. A common 
impet called Mris. Kmned^^ who at that 
ic was married to an Irtjh Pirate of that 
ne, and kept an Ordinary in Malacca^ gave 
firft Supercargo a Philtre that made him dote 
her almoft to Diftradtion. He was never 
' out of her Company while awake, and in 
Sleep he called her by Name. When (he 
got him fo far in the Noofe, (he pretended 
had great Need of Money, and would fain 
e borrowed a Cheft of one thou (and Pounds 
'ling of the Scoti Company's Money. The 
dtched Supercargo could deny her nothing 
G 2 ?Wi 
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(he afked for, and promifed, that if he could I 
bring his Second to confent, (he (hould have it, 
but that Confent could be got on no TcrmS| 
tho' the iirft proferred to be accountable to thdr 
Maders for that Sum, and he acquaintii^ her 
with the ImpofTibility of getting that Confent, 
(he contrived a Way to remove the Second bf 
Poifon, and going toa female Friend of hers, who 
was well acquainted with the Myftery of Poi- 
foning, procured a Dofe fo fmall that (be could 
drop it in his Broth or Drink without his per- 
ceiving it ; and accordingly (he took an Oppor- 
tunity to dine with them one Day when thev 
had Broth at Table, and ferving the Brom 
about, (he dropt it among his. The (ame 
Night it began to operate by Gripings and 
Sweating, and he being bred a Surgeon, took 
fome Medicines to corredt the Grippings, which 
in fome Meafure the Medicine did, but he k)ft 
his Appetite, and his Excrements came from 
him as black as Ink. In the Interim a Sbqi 
came from Surat^ bound to China^ wherein the 
chief Supercargo was obliged to embark with 
the Company's Stock, and left the Second at 
Malacca^ to take Care of what was left there. 
A few Days after the Surat Ship failed, I arrived 
at Malacca^ and found the fecond Supercargp io 
a deplorable Condition. 

lie finding all Medicines inefFedlual, began to 
fear Poifon, and fent for the Dutch Dodlor of 
Phylick to confult him, who, on Sight of his 
Excrements, told him plainly that he waspoi(ba- 
I cd, . 
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ed, and advifed him to' tend for ^LXiolitAMalaya 
Dodtor, who lived at a Place called Batantiga^ 
about four Miles to the North- weft of Malacca^ 
which he forthwith did, and when the Dodor 
came, he felt his Pulfe, and immediately told 
diat he was poifoned, and that if he could not 
tell what Poifon he had taken, his Cure was 
very defperate and uncertain. I advifed my 
Friend to let old Beelzebub (for he was a Man, 
or walking Shadow, oT a difmal Afpedl, near an 
hundred Years old) take him into his Care. 
My Friend took my Advice, and complimented 
Ac Dodtor with five Japon Cupangs^ or fifty 
jyutch Dollars. Old EJculapius laugh'd when 
he received the Prefent, but could not (hew one 
Tooth, but promifed his utmoft Endeavours to 
cure him. He afked my Friend if he fufpedted 
any Body particularly, who might owe him a 
Grudge. He anfwered none but Mris. Kennedy^ 
or fbme of her Companions. The Dodtor call- 
ed for a Tea Cup, and fome frefli Limes, which 
were brought to him. He turned all out of the 
Room but my fclf and his Patient, and cut fome 
Limes, and iqueezed their Juice into a Tea-cup 
till it was full. He then mutter'd fome unintel- 
ligible Words, keeping his right Hand moving over 
the Cup for the Space of three or four Minutes, 
and finding his Conjuration was not fatisfadlory, 
he (hak'd his old Head, and look'd dejedled. 
He then mutter'd fome other Words with an 
higher Voice, keeping his Hand in Motion as be- 
fore, and in two Minutes the Juice in the Cup 
G 3! ^5lwcv^ 
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fecmed to boil as if Fire had been under it 
Then he began to fmile. I had the Curiofirjf 
to put my Finger into the Juice, but it retained 
its ordinary Coidnefs. He then told his Patient 
that his Cure was certain, on which he had t 
Promife of five Cupangs more when the Que 
was effeded. He ordered the Patient to fend t 
Servant to Mris. Kennedy^ Door, and watch be- 
tween the Hours of Ten and Twelve, and to 
obferve well if there was any unufual Noife m 
her Houfe between thofe Hours, and ib took 
his Leave with a contented Countenance. At 
Ten my Friend fent a Servant according to Di- 
redion, and he and I fat difcourfing about what 
we had obferved in the Doctor's Adions towards 
effedling the Cure. About Eleven the Spy came 
and told us that Mris. Kennedy had run ftark 
mad, making an hideous Noife, and laid. She 
had feen the Devil in the little Houfe in the 
Garden, in a uionftrous Shape and terrible Afpedt. 
She foon after grew furioufly mad, fcratching 
and biting every Body (he could come at, and 
fo the Family was forced to throw her on a Bed, 
and tie her down to it. 

In that Fit fhe continued till about eight in 
the Morning, that the old Conjurer came to 
Town, who, upon the Advice given him, went 
diredlly to vifit her. Upon Sight of him flic 
became calm and fenfible. He ordered every 
Body out of the Room, and afk'd her what 
Poifonftie had given to his Patient. She was very 
loth to tellj and proferred him 500 Dollars to 

forfake 
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forfake his Patient, and let the Poifon operate ; 
bat he honeftly refufed, and afTured her that 
tbe fame Devil that (he faw in the Garden, 
flxmld be her continual Companion all her Days, 
and would often make her feel the Effeds of 
his Power, if flie did not inftantly declare what 
the Poifon was, and from whom (he had it. 
She feeing no other Remedy, confeft where (he 
had the Poifon, but could not tell what it was. 
The Dodtor fent for the old Schcolmiftrefs of 
Wkkedneis, and when (he came, he threatned 
to torment her alfo, by his humble Servant the 
Dcvft,- if (he did not forthwith declare what 
PoiioQ had been given, which (he did, and he 
took away Mris. i&««f^*s Companion the Devil, 
and the Patient was well enough in eight or ten 
Days, to follow his Affairs, but Mris. Kennedy 
looked ever after difturb'd, as if continually 
frightned. 

Another ftrange Cure I faw him perform on 
an Officer belonging to my Ship. He was going 
to Qeep about Midnight, and lying down on his 
Bed, was bit in the Calf of the Leg by a Cen- 
tipeey an Infc6t with many Feet, and very ve- 
nomous. The Pain that the Bite caufed would 
allow him no Reft. Next Day he expeded 
that the Venom might have been exhaufted, 
but in that he was miftaken, for it grew firft 
red by Inflamation, and then blue and nummed. 
I fent for the Dodlor aforefaid, who came on 
the tirft Summons. I told him of the Accident 
that had happened, and he faid there was no 

G 4 Danger. 
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Danger. He faw the inflamed Leg, and 
his Hand moving over it, but did not touch it 
He muttered fome unintelligible Words, .and 
fpit on the Place afFedted, and in five Muiutes 
he could walk without Pain, tho' before the 
Cure, he could not ftand without fomething to 
fupport him. 

And fince I have been mentioning the Scot$ 
EaJl'India Ship and her Supercargoes, I will 
give a fmall Account of the Management ci 
their Afl^airs in India. They arrived at Batavia 
about the Beginning of July lyoi. but beii^ 
taken up with the neafures of the Place, loitred 
away near a Month of their Time, which had 
been much better fpent in profecuting their 
Voyage to China : However, by the Banning 
of September^ they reach'd the Coaft of Cbina^ 
where meeting with a Tujhon^ or a North-eaft 
Storm, that often blows violently about that 
Scafon, they were forced to bear away for Jo- 
bore, where they ftaid about two Months, and 
then came to Malacca^ where they had a Mind 
to clean their Ship's Bottom, and to proceed 
next j4pril or May for China. 

The Dutch received them civilly, and gave 
them Leave to lay their Ship afhore on an Ifland 
to the Wcftward of the Town, about two or 
three Miles from the Fort, and allowed them to 
land their Cargo and Stores on the Ifland, till 
their Ship was made clean, which they had 
perfcded in two Springs, and bringing the Ship 
towards the Road again, the Captain being on 

boards 
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board, ordered to fteer the Ship on fbme Rocks 
that lay on the Shore, and were dry at Low- 
water. The third Mate, who was the only 
commanding Officer on board, except the Cap- 
tain, told hun of the Danger he was running 
into, and begged him to alter his Conrfe, but 
the Captain curfed him for his impertinent Ad- 
vice, and run the Ship on the Rocks, but the 
People got a fmall Anchor and an Halfer out, 
and brought her afloat again, but, aflfoon as the 
Anchor was weighed, they run her once more 
on the Rocks, and (he having a little Motion, 
a Rock work'd itfelf through her Bottom, and 
there (he was loft without Hopes or Defign of 
being recovered, and with her ended the Scots 
Eaft-lndia Company's Intereft in India. Whe- 
ther the Ship was loft by Ignorance or Defign, 
I will not judge, but, in my Opinion, it was 
by Defign, for, as I heard afterwards, the Cap- 
tain and Supercargoes had taken up round Sums 
on the Bottom of the Ship, and took that Me- 
thod to pay their Debts. I came to Malacca 
about the Beginning oiAuguJl^ and found the fe- 
cond Supercargo in the ill State I have already 
mentioned, with the Purfer and the Supercargo's 
Writer, and eleven Men more, who could not 
get Paf&ges to Countries where they might get 
Employment. I had then a great Ship and a 
fmall one under my Command, fo I entred them 
all on board my Ships in the fame Pofts they 
had on board the Speedwell^ and I entred on a 
Scheme with the fecond Supercargo to carry the 
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Scots Company's Efiedts on board my great Ship 
to Scotland I but the fiiil Supercargo, who wai^ 
before my Arrival, gone to China^ and had no 
Mind ever to fee his native Country again, broke 
our Meafures by rambling thro' Inma with hit 
Mailers Stock. What the Scots Company's 
Cargo v(ras, I did not fee ; but the Supercargoes 
had a Cheil of Giafs-ware in their own private 
Adventure, the moil obfcenely fhameful that 
ever I faw or heard of among Merchants. They 
were Priapujes of a large Size, with a Scrotum 
big enough to hold an Engltjh Pint of Liquor, 
either to addrefs the God Bacchus^ or the God- 
defs Venus^ as feemed beil to their Votaries. 

I profecuted my Voyage to Surat^ and left 
the Scots Supercargoes to purfue their Mafters 
Interefl in getting their Affairs in a readinefs co 
get a Cargo for Europe^ to be carried on board 
my Ship according to an Agreement made be« 
tween the fecond Supercargo and me; but, in- 
ilead of putting Affairs in a readinefs, he emba- 
raffed them, lent fome of his Maflers Stock to 
fome infolvent Merchants in Amoy in Cbina^ and 
let out fome on the Bottom of the Ship he took 
his PafTage on board of, and tho* that Ship was 
ordered, by the Owners and Freighters, back 
to Surat diredly, a young Gentleman a Super- 
cargo went with her to Bengal^ and from thence 
to Perfia^ where the Ship was feizcd by the 
Owners Orders, and fent to Surat^ where I 
met with the firfl Supercargo half-dead with 
Vexation for his Folly, in keeping fuch a Stock 

two 
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two Tears and an half withoat the kaft Im- 
pc0vement : And what was left in Qnna^ was 
in Dai^ of dver being recovered, the' it was 
afterwards. 

At Surat the chief Sopercargp grew very 
weak, and finding he had not loi^ to ftay io 
this World, had a Mind to fettle hs Afiaiis 
here, before he went to the other, ib one Day 
be fent for me, to advife him what he fhould do. 
with his Mafters Effeds, if he fbould die. I 
aiked him if his Accounts were brought forward, 
and he told me they were, and dcQred, that I 
would take all into my Poffeilion, and be ac- 
countable to the Scots Company, and to remit it 
Home to them, according to the Orders they 
would fend me about it ; but I excufed myfelf, 
and would not meddle in their Affairs on fuch 
weak Terms ; but I advifed him to lodge his 
Books and Effeds in the Hands of one Mr. Ber-- 
funrd ffeycbe^ whom I took to be an honeft and 
induftrious Gentleman, and fo he did, and then 
he died. 

He was a Gendeman of a very courteous Be« 
haviour, and underftood a imall Sword excel- 
lently well, but not much verfed in Merchan- 
dize or foreign Commerce. The fecond was a 
very good Surgeon, and was Mafter of the 
French Language, but upderftood nothing in 
Accounts. The Captain, who ftaid on board 
of my Ship above twelve Months, had been 
bred in his Youth a Driver of Cattle from the 

Highlands' 
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Highlands of Scotland into England. He had 
very mean Education, and could not tell what 
he meant either in fpeaking or writing. He had 
a brutal Courage, and was the Hufband of three 
Wives all alive together. He knew nothing ei- 
dier of the Theory or Pradlical Parts of Navi- 
gation, and yet had been honoured with a Com- 
miffion for Lieutenant in the royal Navy of 
England. 

1 muft now leave my long Digreffion, and 
proceed from Malacca along the Coaft of Ma^ 
Jaya^ tho' there are no Places of Commerce be- 
tween it and Jobore Lami^ which is fometimes 
the Place of that King's Refidence, and has the 
Benefit of a fine deep large River, which ad- 
mits of two Entrances into it. The fmalleft is 
from the Weflward, called by Europeans the 
Streights of Sincapure^ but by the Natives Sal- 
leta de Brew. It runs along the fide of Sinca- 
pure Ifland for five or fix Leagues together, and 
ends at the great River of Johore. 



CHAP. XL. 

Treats of the Dominions of Johore, its 
ancient and prefent State, occajioned 
by a Revolution. 

f I ^HE Territories of Jobore reached from 
J[ Perab to Pobt Romano, which is the 
fouthermofl Promontory on the CcMitinent of 
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it lying but one Degree to the Northward 
of the Equator, about three Leagues from jFo- 
bore River, in Length about 100 Leagues, and 
in the broadefl Place about 80. 

The Inhabitants are lazy, indolent, perfidious 
and cruel. The Country is very woody, being 
daily refrefh'd with Showers and Breezes of 
Wind. It abounds in Tin, Pepper, Elephants 
Teeth, Gold, Agala Wood and Canes, but the 
Inhabitants are fuch Drones, that the fow very 
little Rice or other Grain. And the inland Peo- 
ple fubfift mofUy on Sagow^ the Pith of a fmall 
Twig fplit and dried in the Sun, and on their 
Fruits which grow all Seafons of the Year, and 
Roots, which they always have in great Plenty, 
and Poultry, which they rear up. 

About the Sea-coaft they feed moftly on Fifli 
and Rice brought to them from Java^ Siam 
and Camiodta. The People of Induftry are the 
Cbtnefe who inhabit among them in their Towns ; 
and there may be about 1000 Families of them 
fettled in the Jobore Dominions, befides a much 
greater Number who drive a foreign Trade 
among them. 

In Religion they are heretical Mahometans, 
and are fupplied with Priefts from Surat 5 but 
the Soids are in moft Efteem among them. They 
are great Lovers of Praying and Preaching, and 
frequent their Mofques very often, and look 
very devout j but their Practices are the moft ir- 
religious and immoral of any People I know. 

In 
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Lt Atm 1695. their King was a Youth of 
twenty Years of Age, and being vitioufly inclin- 
ed, was fo corrupted by Aduktion and flagici- 
ous Company, that he became intolerable. I 
went to Johore Lam at that Time to traffick 
with his Subjed:s, and fome China Men, with 
a Cargo proper for their Turn, and, according 
to Cuilom, went to compliment his Majeiiy 
with a Prefent, in which was a Pair of fcrcw-r 
barrelled Piftols. He defired me to prove them 
with a Shot, to try how far it would penetrate 
a Pod that was at the Gate, which I did, and 
he much admired how fo little Powder fhould 
have Strength to force a Ball fo far in the Wood, 
and begged fome Powder and Ball, which I gave 
him, and the next Time he went abroad, he 
tried, on a poor Fellow in the Street, how far 
they could carry a Ball into his Flefh, and (hot 
him through the Shoulder. 

He was a great Sodomite^ and had taken many 
of his Orankays or Nobles Sons, by Force into 
his Palace for that abominable Service. A 
Moorijh Merchant, who was a Freighter on 
board my Ship, had an handfom Boy to his Son, 
whom the King one Day faw, and would needs 
have him for a Catamite. He threatned the 
Father, that if he did not fend him with good 
Will, he would have him by Force. The poor 
Man had taken an Houfe clofe by our Ship, and 
immediately came with his Son on board, im- 
ploring my Protedion, which I promifed him. 
He had not been half an Hour on board, till 

a Guard 
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a Guard came in a Boat to demand him. I 
would foflfer ncHie to enter but die Officer, 
and ao Intopreter for the Partugutze Language. 
The Officer tdd me his Errand, and, in an 
hoffiog Manner, threatned me, if I proteded 
him. I made him no Anfwer, but taught him 
to kap into the River, and bid the Interpreter 
fell the King^ that if he ofl^ed the leaft Vio- 
lenoe to any that belonged to me, I would fire 
down Ym Palace about his Ears. He had never 
heen oootiadided before, much leis threatned, 
and he fent fw hb Orankofs to know if I was 
a King or no. They told him that I was ost 
board of my Ship, and that I would prove a 
d an gero u s Enemy, if provoked, and begg' J that 
hb Mi;|efty would remove to a Village about 
twen^ Miles up the River, and ilay till our 
Siipwas gone, which Favour he willingly grant- 
ed OS, and fi> we traded with fome more Secu- 
rity, hot were continually in Arms for fear of a 
Surprize. 

Heoontinoed his infupportable Tyranny and 
Bratahty fot a Year or two after I was gone ; 
and bis Mother, to try if he could be broke off 
that Donatnral Cuftom of Converie with Males, 
peribadeda beautiful young Woman to vifit 
him, when he was a Bed, which ibe did, and 
allored him with her Embraces, but he was ib 
far from being {^fed with her Convedation, 
diat he called his black Guard, and made them 
break both her Arms, for ofiering to embrace 
his royal Perlbn. She cried^ and laid it was by 
I his 
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his Mother's Ordo* (he came, but that "was m 
Excufe. 

Next Morning he fent a Guard to bring her 
Father's Head, but he being an Oraniay did not 
care to part with it, fo the Tyrant took a 
Lance iii his Hand, and fware he would have 
it ; but, as he was entring at the Door, the 
Orankay pail a long Lance through his Hearty 
and fo made an End of the Beaft. 

The Kingdom was three Years without a 
KLing, but inteftine Difcords daily arifing, in 
jitmo 1700, they chofe another, a Coufin- 
german to him that was killed. His Name 
was Sultan Abdulla Gialily a Prince of great 
Moderation and Juftice, and governed well for 
eight or nine Years, that he held the Reins of 
Government in his own Hands. Trade flouri(h- 
ed all over his Dominions, and he was beloved 
by all his Subjcdls, but being of a quiet Difpo- 
lition, and a great Bigot to the Mahometan Re- 
ligion, difpofcd himfclf to Prayer and hearing 
Sermons, and left the Management of his Go- 
vernment to a younger Brother, called Rajab 
Moudab, a covetous tyrannical Prince. The 
King never came out of his Palace, but devoted 
himfelf wholly to the Company of Priefts, who 
fed his Mind with their Nonfenfe and Cant, and 
his Brother keeping fair with the Priefts, came 
to opprefs the People, and keep the King igno- 
rant. I had the Honour to be acquainted with 
him before he was King, and had free Accefs 
to him when he was King ; but his Brother 

never 
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fiever fufFered me to be alone with him, left I 
fhould have difcovered fome of his evil Prac- 
tices, which I certainly had done, if I could 
have found an Opportunity, and to have fore* 
warned him of the Ehnger he was falling into. 
In Jlnno 1703, I called at "J chore in my way to 
Chinay and he treated me very kindly, and made 
mc a Prefent of the Ifland of Sincapure^ but I 
told him it could be of no Ufe to a private Pcr- 
fon, tho' a proper Place for a Company to fettle 
a Colony on, lying in the Centre of Trade, and 
being accommodated with good Rivers and fafe 
Harbours, fo conveniently fituated, that all 
Winds ferved Shipping both to go out and come 
into thofe Rivers. The Soil is black and fat : 
And the Woods abound in good Mafts for 
Shipping, and Timber for building. I have 
feen large Beans growing wild in the Woods, 
aot inferior to the beft in Europe for Tafte and 
Beauty and Sugar-cane five or fix Inches round 
growing wild alfo. 

In 1708, the King's Brother nerfuaded him 
o leave yo^oore Lamij and refide at Rhio on the 
iland of Binfangj about three Leagues off the 
liver of Johore, becaufe he thought he could 
.0: his Tyranny with more Security than on the 
nain Continent, and fo at Rhio he engroflid all 
Trade in his own Hands, buying and felling at 
lis own Prices, and puni(hing thofe who dared 
:o fpeak againft his arbitrary Dealings. At laft, 
n 1712, a Rebellion broke out, that nothing 

VoL^ II. H could 
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could flop but a Revolution, which diflblved 
the State into Anarchy. 

Upon the rifing of the People, the Tyrant 
got on board of a Galley, with his Wives and 
Children, and carried with him above a Tun 
Weight of Gold, and without taking leave rf ^ 
his Brother, fled to Johore Lami ^ but finding a 
V finall Army of Monacaboes (whom the People 
bad invited to their Afliftance) had taken their 
Quarters there, he betook himfelf to the Woods 
with his Family, and left his Galley . and Gold 
a Prey to them. He knew that there could be 
no long Safety in the Woods, and defpairing of 
Mercy from the injured People, made Defpera- 
tion fupply the Place of Courage. Hc€rft kil- 
led his Wives and Children, but began to hcfi- 
tate about killing himfelf, but a Page of twelve 
Years of Age alked him if he was afraid to die 
a Prince rather than be butcher'd like a Slave by 
feme Villain or Slave's Hand, and that he, tho' 
innocent, and who might exped; Mercy, would 
fhew him the way to die, and with that took 
a Crefs, and run himfelf through the Body. 
The Tyrant prefently followed the Youth's 
Example, and immediately expired; but the 
Monacaboes coming foon after to the tragical 
Place, faw what had been done, and found the 
Boy alive, and in his Senfcs. They ftop'd his 
bleeding Wound, and carried him to Johore 
Lami till his Strength returned. 

When the King heard of the People's Mu- 
tiny, and his Brother's Flight, he came out of 

his 
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his Palace, and proferred to fettle the State in 
its former Tranquility, and if that could not 
appeafe them, he thought nothing elfe could 
bring them to Reafon, but his Life, which he 
would willingly facrifice to atone for his Male** 
adminiflration. 

The People told him, that he was too religi- 
ous to make a good King, and that he might 
retire to Pahaung or T rangano^ and fpend his 
Time, but as for Johore and the Iflands be- 
tween Sumatra and it, they would confidcr 
what to do with them, and fo gave him fome 
Veflels to carry him and his Family, with o- 
tfiers who would follow his Fortune, to Tran^ 
gano. 

On his way thither, he called at Puhaure^ 
^ngiy PiJJang and Timoon^ and the Inhabitants 
of thofe Iflands received him with Demonftra- 
tions of Love, and promifed to continue in 
their Duty as his Subjeds. He put his eldeft 
Son, a Youth about twenty Years of Age, a- 
(horevat Pahaung, to keep that Country from 
revolting, and went himfelf to Trangano^ where 
I afterwards had the Honour tp fee him ; and 
there I leave him at prefent, and return to thofe 
Iflands that lie round his Dominions, 
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CHAP. XLI. 

Gives an Account of the IJland of Su- 
matra /// Places oj Note in Trade. 

SUM A TR A fronts all the Coaft of Mi- 
laya^ from ^edab to the Promontory of 
y^?i6^r^, and reaches above 150 Leagues farther. 
It is one of the greateft Iflands in the Worid. 
Atcheen being the moft confpicuous Place for 
Trade, I will begin with it, and coaft along the 
Weft Side of it, till I come round again to 
Andraguiry^ to the North-weftward of which 
River there is little or no Commerce, 

Atcheen^ for many Ages, has been a noted 
Port for Trade from Surat^ Malabar^ Qornm^ 
del^ Bengal^ Pegu and Q)ina. It lies at the 
North- weft End of the famous Sumatra^ and, 
for many Years, was bleft with a Woman's Go- 
vernment. Queen Elizabeth of England fcnt 
the Queen of Atcheen^ a Compliment of fomc 
Englijh Rarities, among which were fome Brafs 
Guns, with the Arms of England on them, and 
the Friendfliip cultivated by the two Queens, 
procured great Indulgences from the Queen df 
Atcheen^ to the Englijh who traded to her Coun- 
try. About the Year 1675, the Dutch made 
War on her, becaufe fhe would noc permit 
them to fettle a Fadlory at Atcheen^ or rather, to 
make her their Vaffal. They fhut up the Port 
•f Atcheen by their Shipping, and ftraitned the 
2 Town 
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Town for want of Provifions and other Necefla- 
ries, that came yearly from Bengal^ but an £«- 
glifl> Ship came from thence with Rice and 
Cloth proper for the Market ; but the Dutch^ 
after their ufual Manner, forbad the Englijh 
Traffick, whik they had a War. The Mafter 
of the Englip Ship being afraid of Ruin by the 
Lofs of his Voyage, fent Advices to the At-- 
cbeeners to be ready near the Shore on a Night 
that he appointed, and he would run his Ship 
afliore in the Bay, loaded as (he was, and they 
might have both the Corn and Cloth, whether 
the Dutch would or no, which Projeft was put 
in Pradlice, and had the defired EfFed, with the 
Lofs of the Ship only. This Piece of Service fo 
pleaied the Queen, that (he called a Council of 
her Orankays^ and magnifying the Englijh 
Friendfliip, in a full Council declared all Englijh 
free of Atcheen^ to pay for a Ship with three 
Mafts, loo Tayels^ or about 80 -L. Sterl. as a 
Prefent to the Queen, in Lieu of all Cuftoms, 
let the Cargo be never fo rich, and for a Bri- 
gantine or Sloop 40 Tayeh^ and that no Englijh 
Goods fliould be carried to the Cuftom-houfe, 
or furveyed in their own Houfes, and that all 
Englijh Merchants Houfes were to reckoned as 
Sandluaries to fuch as could not pay their Debts, 
or had committed any flight Fault. 

This Harmony continued till the Year 1 700, 
that the Queen died, and a Seid or Preacher get- 
ting a ftrong Party, was made King, promifing 
to do Wonders 5 but in all my Travels, I never 
H 3 found 



102 A New Account 

found a civil Government, with the Pricft at 
at the Head of it, profper long, and fo it fell 
out here. The firft Thing of Moment he con- 
trived, was to make the Engli/h pay lo per Cent. 
Cuftoms on the Goods they imported, which 
they would not come into, nor would they un- 
lade their Goods, but on the old Footing. 

In May 1702, I arrived there with a great 
Ship, and good Force, for it was dangerous to 
trafiick by Sea, becaufe of the Impediment 
that the French and the Pirates gave to Trade in 
India. I had on board a rich Cargo from Surety 
and on my Arrival I took the Cb^ at the great 
River's Mouth, according to Cuftom. This 
Chap is a Piece of Silver about eight Ounas 
Weight, made in Form of a Crofs, but the crofs 
Part is very (hort, that we take with both 
Hands, and put to our Forehead, and declare 
to the Officer that brings the Cbap^ that wc 
come on an honeft Defign to trade, and after 
that Ceremony is over, we go in our Boats free- 
ly to the Town, which ftands about four Miles 
up the River 5 but before we take the Chap^ no 
Boat muft go on Penalty of a Fine. 

When I came to Town, I went to pay my 
Vifit to the Sbawbimdaar^ who is Cuftom-mafter, 
and common Arbitrator of Differences arifing a- 
mong Merchants. Some Gentlemen that relid- 
cd there, and fome^Mafters of Ships belonging 
to the EngliJJj^ accohnpanied me. I carried my 
Boat's Crew, armed with Fuzee and Bayonet, 
for my Guard. After fomc Compliments had 
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paft between the Sbawbundaar and me, he told 
me, that if I had mind to trade there, I muft 
carry my Goods to the Cuftom-houfe, and there 
to be opened, and 10 per Cent, laid by for the 
King, whether we fold the reft there or no. I 
told him that was a new Method that I did not 
underftand, and could not come into, but with- 
al advifed him to take Care how their King 
quarrelled with the Englijhy who were as capa- 
ble to reduce them to Straits as the Dutch were, 
when the Englijb relieved them. He anfwered 
me, that they were not afraid of what the 
glijh cowXA do, for their Power being divided, 
they could do nothing but threaten. 

I took my Leave of him abrupdy, and told 
him, that we knew how to fight in Defence of 
our Rights and Privileges better than how to 
threaten. There were three EngUp Veflels 
lying in the River, which had paid their Cuf- 
toms and fold their Cargoes at under Rates, and 
two Merchants that refided at Atcbeen. We all 
dined together, and, after Dinner, held a Con- 
fultation how to behave in this Affair, that af- 
fedled our Merchants in general, who traded 
thither. At laft it was agreed, that I (hould 
aflift the Merchants in getting their Effects off 
on board of my Ship, and to get their Veflels out 
of the River, by the AfTiftance of my Boats and 
Men, and then to fhut up the Port, all which 
was done in one Day and a Night. 1 then fent 
a Linguift to tell the Shaivbundaar^ that fince 
the Englijh were denied Trade at their Port, we 

H 4 forbad 
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forbad Trade to any other Nation, and defircd 
that no Boats might pafs out of their Rivers, 
cither to trade or fifti, on their PeriL They 
continued quiet two Days, and on the Third 
they fent fome Boats off, from a fandy Bay 
about three Miles from our Ship. I fent two 
Boats well mann'd to feize their Nets, but alToon 
as they perceived my Boats, they ran theirs 
afhore, and took out what was in them ; and 
as my Boats were rowing near the Shore within 
a Mile of my Ship, about 40 or 50 Mufkcts 
were fired on them out of fome Buihes that 
grow thick, a little Way from the Strand. My 
Boats fired in their Turn at the Place where 
they fiiw the Smoke, and I made a Signal to 
bring them aboard again, and found only two 
of my Men flightly wounded. 

The fame Evening we had Advice, that they 
were about mounting three Culverins that lay 
in a little Fort on the River's Side, as we go to 
Tpwn. I immediately ordered my Armourer 
to get about 100 fhort Spikes of feveral Sizes, 
and harden them well, and carried them in my 
Boat, which I double manned, and coming 
into the River, we efpied a great Number of 
Men in the Fort. I rowed dircdly towards it, 
and they within expcding to have a Meffagc to 
carry to the King, ftood gazing till we came 
dole to the Wall, and then we faluted them 
with a Shower of twenty or thirty Granadoes, 
which fo fi*ightncd them, that happy was he who 
got firft away. We then entred the Fort, and 

found 
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found fomc wounded Men in it. We prefently 
fpik'd up the Vents of the Guns, and left them, 
and came at our Leifure aboard again. 

A Day or two after, as my Boat was rowing 
along the Shore, towards a Praw that was com- 
ing in towards the fmall River, they again fired 
out of their Buflies. I had forty two Guns 
mounted on my Ship, and bringing my Broad- 
fide to bear, I got five and twenty on that Side, 
and pointing them well among the Trees and 
Bufhes where we obferved the Smoke to arife, 
we gave them a Volley of great Shot in return 
of their Volley of fmall. By Report our great 
Shot did fome Execution, but particularly on 
the poor Fifliers, who had a Village a little 
within the Woods, that we did not fee. 

This Stoppage of Trade and Fiflimg, and 
killing and wounding the People, made a great 
Noife among the poorer Sort, having in nine 
Days Time found more of the EfFedts of Hofti- 
lity, than ever they did in their Lives before, 
and fo gathering together in great Numbers, 
went in a Body to the Palace, threatning Ven- 
geance on the Caufers of their Calamity, and if 
the Englijh were not reftored to their ancient 
Privileges, they would have a Woman to reign 
again. 

A Nephew of the deceafed Queen lived then 
privately at Pedier, a Town about feven Leagues 
oflF. Some Orankayas who were difcontented 
with the new King's Government, firft becaufe 
he was a Foreigner, and that the Affairs of State 

were 
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were ill managed and that a War with the £«- I 
gUp was impending, wrote to that Gentleman, 
that if he would come to them with a fmall 
Force, they would raife a Party to dethrone 
him that reigned, and he might have a £ur 
Chance to fucceed him. 

However, the reigning King not expcdling 
that his new Cuftoms would meet with fuch 
Oppofition, fentan Orankaya aboard of my Ship, 
with the Linguift, to know why we made War 
on him. We replied that he was the Aggrcf- 
for, by robbing us of our juft Rights and Pri- 
vileges, acquired by our Services, and in firing 
at our Boats, fo we wondred that the King 
could afk a Reafon of us. The Orankaya told 
us, that he had brought a Power to niake up 
all Differences on the King's Part, but that wc 
muft confent to fome new Things, as that wc 
fhould pay no Cuftoms, but a Prefent as before, 
but that our Goods muft go to the Cuftom- 
houfe, and there to be opened, and was goii^ 
on; but I interrupted him, and told him he had 
demanded more than could be granted already, 
fo he might fave himfelf the Trouble of making 
farther Demands. When he found that no- 
thing new could be obtained, he faid he would 
carry our Anfwer to the King, which he did ; 
and the fame Evening Proclamation was cried 
through the Streets, that the Englijh might again 
repair to their refpeftive Houfes, and trade on 
the old Foundation, 

Next 
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Next Day I went to wait on the Sbawbun-- 
door J but carried a Guard of twenty Europeans. 
He alk'd me why I carried fo ntiany arm'd Men 
in my Company. I told him that I underftood 
there were like to be Commotions in the Coun- 
try, and I was refolved to be neuter, and would 
not be infulted by either Party. He begg*d that 
I would land fome Bales of Goods, to fliew that 
we were reconciled, which I did, to the no 
fmall Joy of the Town's People, who were quite 
tired with their new King's Experiments. 

But the Clamours of the People did not ceafe. 
For when they had News of their deceafed 
Queen's Nephew's raifing Forces to come to 
Atcbeen^ the Diforders of the State increafed, 
but I left them, and purfued my Voyage to 
Malacca and Johore^ where I met with the Scots 
iecond Supercargo, as is before mentioned. 

Mcheen affords nothing of its own Product . 
fit for Export, but Gold Duft, which they 
have pretty plentiful, and of the fineft Touch 
of any in thofe Parts, it being two per Cent. 
better than Andra-gbiry or Pahaung Gold, and 
is equal in Touch to our Guinea. They do not 
dig for it, but catch it in Gullies^ or litrie Ri- 
vulets, as it walhes off the Mountains, and one 
particularly, a very high Mountain in Form of 
a Pyramid, called Gold Mount, which by Re- 
port furnifhes them yearly with above 1000 
Pound Weight. 

Elephants are very plentiful at Atcheen^ and 
Confequently their Teeth, which the Surat 

Merchaata 



io8 \A New Account 

Merchants buy up for their Markets. In 1702. 
I faw one who had been kept there above 100 
Years, but by Report was then 300 Years old, 
he was about 1 1 Foot high, and had a vaft 
Deal of Sagacity. 

When any young male Elephant grows un- 
ruly, which they ufually do in rutting Time, 
and break their Fetters and go aftray, this old 
Elephant is immediately fent out, ana following 
the Track of his Foot, will find him out, and 
bring him back to his Stable, either by fair or 
foul Means. 

At Atcbeen they have a fmall Coin of Leaden 
Money called Cajh^ from twelve to fixtecn Hun- 
dred of them goes to one Mace^ or Mqffcie. 
The MaJJcie is a fmall Gold Coin of fourteen 
Pence current, but in Value about twelve Pence 
Englifl^. I have taken a Gold MaJJcie^ and put 
it with a MaJJcie of Ca(h, and thrown them into 
a Puddle of Water, and the Elephant would 
find out the Gold among the Lead, by the nice 
Feeling of his Probofcis. 

There is a very comical Piece of Revenge he 
took on a Taylor in Anno 1692. A Ship called 
the Dorotljyy commanded by Captain Tbwaits^ 
called at Atcbem for Refrefliments in her Way 
from England to Bengal^ and two Englip Gen- 
tlemen refiding then at Auheen, went aboard to 
furnirti themfelvcs with what European Ncccf- 
farics they had Occafion for; and, amongft 
other Things, they bought fome Norwich Stuffi 
for Clothes, and there being no Englijh Taylor 

to 
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to be had, they employed a Sural Taylor, who 
kept a Shop on the Bazaar^ or great Market- 
place, and had generally half a Dozen, or half 
a Score Workmen to few in his Shop. It was 
the old Elephant's Cuftom to reach in his Trunk 
at Doors or Windows as he paffed along the Side 
of a Street, begging decayed Fruits cr Roots, 
which the Inhabitants generally gave him. 

As he was one Morning going to the River 
to be waftied, with his Carnack^ or Rider on 
his Back, he chanced to put his Trunk in at the 
Taylor's Window, and the Taylor prick'd him 
with his Needle, Inftead of giving an Alms. The 
Elephant feem'd to take no Notice of the Af- 
front, but went calmly on to the River, and 
was wafhed, and being done with waftiing, 
troubled the Water with one of his fore Feet, 
and then fucked up a good Quantity of that 
dirty Water into his Trunk, and pafling un- 
concernedly along the fame Side of the Street 
were the Taylor's Shop was, he put in his Trunk 
at the Window, and blew his Nofe on the Tay- 
lor with fuch a Force and Quantity of Water, 
that the poor Taylor and his Life-guard, were 
blown off the Table they wrought on, almoft 
frightned out of their Senfcs ; but the EngliJIj 
Gentlemen had their Clothes fpoiled by the Ele- 
phant's comical, but innocent Revenge. 

No Place in the World puniHies Theft with 
greater Severity than Atcheen^ and yet Robberies 
and Murders are more frequent there than in any 
other Place. For the firil Fault, if the Theft 

do 
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do not amount to a Tiayel Value, it is but die 
Lofs of an Hand, or a Foot, and the Crimioai 
may choofe which he'll part with ; and if caught 
a fecond Time, the fame Punifhment and Lofi 
is ufed, but the third Time, or if they fteal 
five T^ayel in Value, that Crime entitles them to 
Swlingy ox impaling alive. When their Hand 
or Foot is to be cut off, they have a Block widi 
a broad Hatchet fixed in it with the Edge up- 
wards, on which the Limb is . laid, and (Iruck 
on with a wooden Mallet, till the Amputation 
is made, and they have an hollow Bambow^ or 
Indian Cane, ready to put the Stump in, and 
ftop'd about with Rags or Mofs, to keep the 
Blood from coming out, and are iet in a con- 
Ipicuous Place, for Travellers to gaze on, who 
generally beftow a little Spittle in a Pot, bcmg 
what is produced by the Maftication of Beetle, 
and that ferves them inftead of Salve to cure 
their Wounds. 

Thofe who fuffer the Penalty of the Law, 
who have no Families in the Town, are banifhcd 
XoPulh-wey^ and Ifland about four Leagues to the 
Noith-eaftward of Atcheen^ and there they cul- 
tivate the Ground, and breed Poultry for the 
Ufe of the Town ; and I have heard that there 
are above five hundred of thofe Banditti Inha- 
bitants on it. There is another Ifland that lies 
about three Leagues to the North- ward of Pullo^ 
nvey^ called Pullo-rondo. It is uninhabited, and 
fends forth a Reef of Rocks towards Pullo-^wej^ 
above one third Part of the Channel Between 
2 them 
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them and PuUo-gomus is a Clufter of high nioun« 
tainoos and rocky Iflands, to the North- weft- 
ward of Atchem^ and their End runs to feven 
Leagues Diftance from die Road. There is no 
Danger lying above a Mile off them ; and be- 
tween Atcheen Head an high deep Promontory, 
and the South End of Gmm Iflands, there are 
two Channels to come from die Weft-ward 
into the Road. The fmalleft, which is not a 
Quarter of a Mile broad, has no Danger in it, 
but the broadeft, which is above two Miles 
broad, is peftered with Rocks half Way over 
from Gmui Iflands. 

The Vallies about Atcheen produce excellent 
Fruits, and the beft Mango/lanes in the World 
grow there. The Air is very £ilutary, and the 
River Waters are excellent for bathing. Wafti- 
ing in it before Sun-rifing, and after fetting, has 
cured inveterate Fluxes ; and I have been told, 
that frequent Bathing has cur*d die Pox. 



CHAP. XLIL 

Gives an Account of the IJlands and 
tracing Ports on the fVeft Coaji of 
Sumatra. 

AN D now I leave Atcheen^ and purfuc my 
Travels along the Weft Coaft of Sumatra. 
Laimk the firft Place noted for Gold Duft and 

dm- 
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Campbire^ but has no Commerce with Strangert 
Hog Ifland lies oppoiite to it, about ten LeaF 
gues ofF. This idand takes its Name from the 
great Numbers of wild Hogs on it, who are the 
only Inhabitants ; as Cocoa Ifland, clofe to it, 
takes its Name from the great Numbers of Co- 
coa-nut Trees growing on it, 

Baros is the next Place that abounds in Gold, 
Camphire, and Benzoin^ but admits of no fo- 
reign Commerce. It lies within the South End 
of Hog's Ifland, about the fame DiAance from 
it that Labon is. This Place fets a Boundary to 
the Kingdom of Atcheen. 

Ayeroangie is the next Place of Notice. It 
produces Gold and Pepper ; it lies about one 
Degree to the Northward of the Equator, and 
has the Advantage of a gooci fafe Harbour, but 
it is little frequented, becaufe of the Treachery 
of the Natives, who make fmall Account of 
murdcruig Strangers, if they can but get the 
Icaft Advantage by it. The Harbour lies in a 
fmall but deep Bay, and three fmall Iflands 
lying Ixforc it, make it a moft excellent Har- 
bour ; and the Channels between the Iflands, 
and between the Shore and the Iflands, are clear 
of Danger. The North End of PuUo-nayai lies 
about twenty Leagues without it. The Inha- 
bitants of that Illand prove the bed Slaves in 
India^ and arc fold at an higher Price in the 
Atcbem Market than any others. 

Vadang is about twenty Leagues to the 
Southward of the iEquator, where tlic Dutch 

have 
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have a G)lony, and a fbrong Fort to defend it 
firom the Infults of the Natives. It coft the 
HutA many Men, and much Treafure before 
they could force a Settlement there, tho* at laft 
they gained their Point ; but being a Country 
that ptxluces only Gold and Pepper, the Profits 
can hardly bear the Charge. The Ifland of 
Good Fortune lies about 20 Leagues without it. 

Lidrapura is the next, and lies about fifty 
Les^ues to the Southward of the Equator. 
It was formerly an Englijh Faftory, but the 
Duicb infulted it in King H^illiarfis War with 
France^ and it has made a forry Figure in Trade 
fince. Its Commodity is only Pepper, but it 
afibrds great Plenty of it, and very cheap. The 
Ifland of Nafaw lies about 1 5 Leagues without 
it. 

Bencobn is an Englijh Colony, but the Exi- 
ropean Inhabitants not very numerous. About 
the Year 1690. the Eajl-india Company built 
a Fort there, and called it Tork Fort, but Brick 
or Stone Walls m that Country cannot long con- 
tinue firm, becaufe Concufiions of the Earth 
are fb firequent by Earthquakes, that folid Walls 
are rent by the (baking of their Foundations. 
It has the Conveniency of a River to bring their 
Bepper out of the inland Countries, but great 
Inoonveniencies in (hipping it ofif on board the 
Ships, for there is a dangerous Bar at the River's 
Mouth, which has proved &tal to many poor 
Englifh Men. The Road for Shipping is aUb 
inconvement ; for in the South-weft Mon(bons, 

Vol. IL I there 
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there being nothing to keep the great Swell of 
rolling Seas ofF them^ but a fmalT Ifland called 
T^iT Iflandy the Ship8 are ever in a violent Mo* 
tion while the Monfix>n lafts. 

The inland Princes are often at Variance 
among themfelves, and fometimes are trouble- 
fom to the Trade of our Colony, but as their 
Wars are fhort, the EngHJh are in littk Danger 
by them. In the Year 1693. there w^ a great 
Mortality in the Colony, tiie Governor and hii 
Council all died in a fhort Time after one ano- 
ther ; and one Mr, Sowdon being the eldeft Fador, 
had his Refidence at Prayman^ or Priamm^ a 
fubordinate Factory to Bencolon^ being calkd to 
the Government of the Colony, but not very 
fit for that Charge, becaufe of his intempeme 
drinking, it fortuned in his fliort Reign^ tbdt 
four Princes differed, and rather than run into 
Ads of Hoftility, referred their Differences lo 
the Arbitriment of the EngUj}) Governor, and 
came to the Fort with their Plea, Mr. Stmim 
foon determined their Differences in favour of 
the two that complained ; and becaufe the others 
fccm'd diflatislied with his E>etermination, or- 
dered both their Hqjds to be ftruck off, which 
ended their Dir()utes effcdtually, and made them 
afterwards to make up Differences among them- 
felves, without troubling the EngUfh with their 
Contentions and impertinent Quarrels, but Go- 
vernor Sowdon was fcnt for to Fort St. George^ 
and anotlier fent in his Place Icfs fanguiiie. 

And 
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And ever fincc that Time thjerc has been a 
Succeflion of moderate Governors, and fome 
have been guilty of as much Temerity the other 
Way, For in Anno 17 19. the then Governor, 
having fome Difputes with fomc of the Natives, 
was fomewhat fearful of them. On a fcft:v4 
Day, in firing Guns, a Wad from one of them 
let Fire to an Houfe thatch'd with Reeds, and 
ieveral others contiguous to it took Fire from i:, 
lb that it fpread through the Market Place. 
The Governor believing it to be done malicioufly 
by the Natives, left the Fort prccipitanrly, and 
got on board of a Ship in the Road, leaving fomc 
Chefts of Money, and all the Artillery, Arms> 
Ammunition, and other Eflfecls of his Mafters, 
behind him, and his Garrifon, following their 
Leader, left their Pofts, and got aboard aifo. 

The Natives being furprifed with the fudden 
Departure the Englijk^ went into the Fort, 
uxl took what they had moft Occafion for ; but 
bme Cbineje Merchants, who had fettled at Ben^ 
vbn^ being alfo frightned, embarked on their 
l^eflcls, and difperfed themfelves in Places where 
hey thought they might be moft fecure. 

The chief Merchant of the Chinefe, who is 
generally called the Ctina Captain, in the Places 
vhere the Cbinefe have Trade, went to Batavia 
o fome Relations he liad there, but the Dutcb^ 
iccording to their wonted Holpitality in India^ 
mniflicd him as a Criminal, and taught him to 
nake Lime and carry Stones the Remnant of 
lis Days, for daring to fettle among the EngHJb. 

1 2 S^TOR 
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Some of the Chtnefe I iaw the fame Year at 
^rangano in Jobore^ who gave me this Account 
Wherever thefe poor Cbinefe came, in Haces 
where the DuUb had Power, they were as hear- 
tily perfecuted as a poor Protejlant is that takes 
Sandtuary in a Country where the holy, chari- 
table, zealous Romifb Clergy have Power. 

The Natives were almoft ruined by the Enjf- 
lijh Defertion. For as their Trade lay all oa 
their Pepper, none came to buy it^ and thdr 
Regret being known at Fort St. George^ there 
was a new Governor fent back widi a new Ga- 
rifon, to take Pofleflion again of their own Fort. 
What the Company toil by that unaccountaUe 
Piece of Temerity, I know not, but they gain- 
ed very litde Credit by it. 

The Country above Bencolon is mountainous 
and woody, and I have heard that there arc 
many Vulcanoes in this liland \ but whatever 
may be the Caufe, the Air is full of malignant 
Vapours, and the Mountains are continually 
clothed widi thick heavy Clouds^ that break 
out in Lightning, Thunder, Rain, andftiort- 
liv'd Storms. Their Food is not fit for every 
Stomach. Tame Buffalo may be had, but no 
Cow-bccf. Poultry are fcarce and dear, and fo 
is Fifli, but fome Sorts of Fruits are pretty 
plentiful; however, the Genriemen there live 
as merrily, tho' not fo long, as in other Places 
bleft with Plenty, and fo fociable, that they 
leave their Eftates to the longeft Liver. 
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Silkbar lies but four Leagues to the South-* 
caftward of Bencohn^ and h^ a fine convenient 
Harbour to (helter Shipping from all Dangers 
caufed by Storms, but the frefh Water is bsid^ 
and if drunk any confiderable Time, caufes Grip- 
ing and Fluxes, but it wants a River to bring 
P^per from the inland Countries. There is no 
Place of Commerce or Note between SilUiar 
and Lampom Point, which is the Southward- 
moft Point of Sumatra^ nor any Thing remark- 
able on the Sea-(hore, but a finall Village called 
Tiffangen^ which h^ a fmall low Ifland lying 
a Kttle Way oflF it, and diere is above 40 Fa- 
thoms deep within an Englijh Mile of the Shore. 
And the Ifland of Engano lies in the Offings 
about 20 Leagues from it. It is an Ifland about 
three Leagues long, uninhabited, very Imooth, 
without Mountains, and may be feen nine or ^ 
ten Leagues off. 

Lsmfoim lies twenty Leagues from the Pbint 
within the Streights of Stmda^ at the Bottom of 
a deep Bay. The Englijh had a good Pepper 
Faflory there, but it being a Part of the King 
of Bantam^s Dominions, that FaSory was loll 
when the Dutch compelled the Englijh to leave 
Bant amy in Anna 1683. znd^hdXlJmpmni^xo^ 
duces, is carried to them at Bantam. 
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CHAP. XLIIL 

Treats of the Eafi Side ^/ Sumatra, ^tth 
the adjacent JJiandsy their ProduS^ 
Commerce and Cujloms. 

TII E R E are no other Places of Note oil 
that Part of the Sumatra Coaft, till <Vc 
come to Pullambam^ which lic«^ opf^fbfuc to the 
North-wcifl Point of the Ifland of Bnnl'a^ about 
four Leagues diftant from it. PuEhmhm is t 
i^tcb Fadory that brings them grc Quantities 
of Pepper, being under Contraft witli tht Kirig 
of PiiHcmbtim^ and other inland Princes, to 
take eft' all their Pepper at a certain Mtc, I 
think it is for lO Pieces of Eight, or 50 Shil- 
lin^is Stcr. a Bahaar, of 400 Pounds Englifh 
futtlc Weight, one Half to be paid in Money, 
and the other Half in Cloth. The Cloth Part 
the Company pays at 70 per Cent, on the prime 
Coft ; but all other Nations are debarred Com- 
hierce there, except the Chinefe^ and by their 
Means the llnglip come in for a Share of their 
Ptpper, as our Ships pafs through the Streights 
of Banka. 

rullambam lies about eight Leagues from the 
Sea, on the Banks of a large River, which di- 
vide s itfclf into feveral Branches, and they dif- 
embogue at four Mouths into the Sea. The 
Dutch keep two finall Sloo])s crui/ing about 
thofe Mouths of the River, to prevent Smug- 
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gling, but I and many others have found Ways 
and Means to lade our Ships full with Pepper» 
notwithftanding the Arid: Gpard. An hundred 
Pounds to the King, and ^ much to the Dutch 
Chief, make a C^rgo of ^ thouiand Babaars 
eaiily procur'd. 

TTie PuUambam Pepper is very foul, infomuch 
that we feldoiQ find lefs than 10 or 12 ^ CenU 
GarUage^ but thep we buy it for nine Pieces of 
Eight a Babaar. The Dutch lade off about 
3000 Tuns per jfrmum, from this Race, and 
the Cbinefe and Natives lade off as much more. 
The Natives are obliged to carry theirs to Bata^ 
ma^ and fell to the Dutch Company, but if they 
meet with a Market by the Way, diey'U em- 
brace it; for the Company's Payment being 
moftly in Cloth at high Rates, diey are not 
fond of trading with them. 

The Dutch Company formerly drove a good 
Trade in Ophium^ at Pullambam^ which (like 
French Claret and Brandy) drew much ready 
Cafh out of this Country ,as thofe do out of ours, 
but in Atno 1708. the King ordered only the 
Importation of three Chefts, each containing 
'.about 160 Pound Weight ; and if Smugglers 
were detcfled, they paid their Goods and Lives 
for their Difobediiencc. 

Therllland of Banka lying fo near the Coaft 
of PuUambam^ Til take a View of it as I pafs 
along. It is about fifty Leagues long, and lix- 
tcen broad, fome Places bebg broader, and fome 
narrower. For about 30 Leagues it faces the 
I 4 Sumatra 
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Sumatra Coaft, keq^ing between 3 and 6 Lea- 
gues diftant^ The Entrance from the South- 
ward being fartheft diftant in the Streigfats of 
Bankay at the Mouth of which is the Ifland of 
loicipara^ a fmall barren Ifland, which fends forth 
Sand Banks almoft three Leagues towards the 
Coaft oi Sumatra. And within a Mile of that 
Shore, where the Channel is deepeft, there are 
but four Fathoms and a half Water, but the Bot- 
tom is foft. 

• About 1 2 Leagues from the North End is the 
Place of the King's Refidence. In 1710. a Son 
of the King of Pullambam was King, and a Fire 
accidentally happening in a Villagc^j when the Fire 
was extinguiihed, they chanced to find much 
melted Metal under theRubbifh, which proved 
to be Tin. The King ordered his People to dig a 
little into the Ground, and they found Plenty of 
Ore, which he now reaps a good Advantage by. 
The Dutch fent from Batavia for Leave to fettle 
$t Fadtory there, but could not obtain that Fa- 
vour, the King declaring that his Country fhould 
be free for all Nations to trade in. 

• The Natives of the Ifland are, as moft other 
MalayaSy very treacherous, inhumane and inho- 
fpitable to Strangers, who have the Misfortune to 
be (hip- wrecked on that Coaft. I knew one Cap- 
tain P filings virho belonged to fome Gentlemen of 
jUtcbeen^ and had the Misfortune to be (hip- 
wreck'd there j they cut him off and all his Crew, 
except two Boys who were made Slaves : But I 
iwowa very honeft iogeniousCentleman nowalive 
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in England^ who had better Fortune, f§r after 
hb Ship was loft in the Streights of Banka^ he 
and his Men direded their Courfe to PuUam^ 
banty where a very hofpitable Dutch Gentleman^ 
who fortuned to be Chief of the Dutch Affairs 
at that Time, gave them a kind Reception, and 
procured them Faiiage for Batavia, where fome 
Years after, I was in Company with the Hoft 
and Gueft together. 

Banka has a very foul Coaft for fix Leagues 
witliin Monapin Point, which is the North- weft 
Cape-land on the Ifland ; and over that Cape 
there is an high Mountain called Monapin Hill. 
On the North-eaft Coaft of the Ifland, there arc 
fo many Banks and Rocks under Water, that Na- 
vigation is very precarious, and none but Panja^ 
longs and Praws (fmall VefTels) venture to go 
that Tradl ; befides, there are no Places of Com- 
merce on the North-eaft Side of Bania^ to in- 
vite a Stranger by the Profpedl of Gain, and fo 
I return back to the Coaft of Sumatra again, 
without taking Notice of the little Pepper and 
Dammar that are the Product of Banka. 

From Pullambam there are no Places of Com- 
merce on the Coaft, till we come to Jambee^ 
which is about loo Englift) Miles. Here for- 
merly the EngUfi had a Fadlory on an IQand 
near its River's Mouth, called Barella j but the 
Impediments their Trade met with from the 
Dutch, who had a Fadtory in the Country up 
the River, made the EngHJh Company with- 
draw. The Dutch kept a little Fa^ry at J(m^ 
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till 17 10; and then withdrew alfo. That 
Country produces only Pepper and Canes ; and 
by the Lazinefs of the Inhabitants, there is hard- 
ly any of them procurable. 

The Ifland Linden lies under the ^Equator, 
4ibout 20 Leagues from Jambee^ and as far from 
the River of johorCy and is a Part of the "Jdmi 
Dominions. It is about twenty Leagues long, 
and ten broad. It is very mountainous within, 
and very low towards the Sea. Its Produd is 
fome Pepper and Canes, and it abounds in Per* 
cupines, which affords them the valuable Por- 
cupine Beakoar. Sonie of them I have ieen as 
big as a Walnut, and of the fame Shape, and 
pretty near in Colour, valued at 600 Pieces (A 
Eight. Between Langen and Sumatra are the 
Streights of Drions, where generally Ships pais 
that go from Malacca to Batavia. 

On the Sumatra Shore there are no Places of 
Commerce, till we come to the South Entrance 
of Andraghira River, and there lies Pattapon^ a 
Town belonging to the Dominions of Jobore^ 
that affords Pepper and Gold. Off the Mouth 
of that River about ten Leagues lie the two I- 
flands of Carimon^ and between them and the 
Sumatra Shore, are the Streights of Labon. Up- 
on the Eaft Side of the great Catimon^ is the 
Entrance of the Streights of Drions; and be- 
tween the fmall Carimon and Tanjong-bellong on 
the Continent, is the Entrance of the Streights 
of Sincapure before-mentioned, ainl alfointo the 
Streights of Governadore^ the largefl and eafieft 

Pailage 



of the Eaft Indies. 123 

Paflkge into the Qnna Seas. There are many 
lila/Kk lying thick hereabout, all under the Do- 
rilinibnsof Job&re. 

The Dutch have alfo a Faftory on the River 
cK AhdragbirCj called Siack^ but of no great 
Moment. It is fo unhealthful, that incorrigiUe 
Sots, and other Lumber of the adive World, 
arc fent thither to expiate their Offences againft 
Nature, and very feldom any return back to 
^vb ah Acfcount of the Salubrity of the Country. 
Thfe Reafon may be, that yearly there are vaft 
Nunibers of iF'ifh called Shades, about the B^- 
nie& of a Haddock, full of Bones, and Rows a- 
bout one third of their own Magnitude, which 
come bto that River to fpawn, and great Num- 
bers of Pto^Xt xt&>xt thither in that Seafon to 
catdi theth, for the fake of their Rows, and 
throw away the reft of the Fi(h, which io cor- 
rupts the Air, that few can hold out one Year, 
but Hit relieved every fix Months, except thofe 
who aire fent for Sacrifices to Pluto. 

The Dutch have another Fadtory r^ht oppo- 
fite to Malacca^ on the Side of a large River, 
called Bankalis. Whether that be a Branch 
of Andraghira River I know not, but I be- 
lieve it is. The Company vends a great deal of 
doth and C^hium there, and brings Gold-dufl 
in Return. TTiat beneficial Trade was not known 
to the Dutch before 1685, that one Mr, Lucas ^ 
a Fadlor in the Company's Service at Malacca^ 
N;ras advifed by a ' Malaya to fend fome Surat 
Bajtaes dyed islue^ and fome Berams dyed red, 
2 which 
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wUch are both ooarie Cotton Cloth mach woni 
in that Coontiy ; and Ophium is as much m 
Requeft there, as Tea is with us. In lo Years 
that he kept that Trade wholly to himfelf, tho' 
in other Mens Names, he got an Eftatc of lo 
or 12 Tuns of Goldy or about loo^coo Pounds 
EngAfb^ and then revealed the Secret to the 
Company, who took that Trade altogether into 
their own Hands. . 

Hiere are prodigious Numbers of wild Swine 
about Bankalis^ and in the Months of December 
and "January their Flefli is very fweet and fat. 
In thofe Months great Numbers of People rtfort 
thither in fmall Prows. Some go into the 
Wood§» and drive them towards the River, 
while others are ready with Dogs to drive them 
into it, and when one goes, all the Herd foUows. 
Others are ready with Lances in thdr Prows, 
to purfue them in the Water, and lance them, 
and fo many as are lanced, drop down on the 
other Shore, and they are immediately carried 
to Places appointed, where there are many Fires 
made of Brulh- wood and Leaves of Trees, which 
the Woods afford in great Plenty, and in thofe 
light Flames, they finge the Hair off*, and take 
out the Intrails, and cut them in proper Pieces, 
and fait them in the Prows-, and every Prow 
has a Share proportionable to the Number of 
Men it brings. After it has lain three or four 
Days in Salt, they wafli the Pork, and hang it 
in Smoke, and then put it into Caiks, which 
they have ready for dieir Purpofe^ with tome dry 



€>/ the Eaft Indies. 125 

Salt^ and fell it by the Cafk to the beft Bidder. 
And I think it is the moft £tvoary ialt Pork that 
ever I tafted. 

Thofe Fifti Rows caught at they pickle 
up in Salt and Tamarinds, and then dry them 
in Smoke, and when dry enough, put them up 
in large Leaves of Trees, and tranfport them to 
all the Countries about, from Atcbeen to Siim. 
It is called, when dried, TurboWy and of Pork 
and Turbmv they drive a good Trade, which I 
think far exceeds Caviar. 

There is no other Place on the Sumatra Coaft, 
between Bankalis and Atcheeriy that admits of 
Commerce with Strangers, tho' there are feve- 
ral large Rivers; at leaft, by their Outlets to the 
Sea, they appear to be fo. There is one called 
Delky^ that lies five Leagues within Pullo Vere- 
ra^ a fmall uninhabited Ifland, that affords no- 
thing but,fre(h Water and Wood. The Inha- 
bitants orf that Part of Sumatra^ arc faid to be 
Cannibafi. Diamond Point lies about 20 Leagues 
to the North- weft of Pullo Verera^ that fends 
dangerous Rocks above a League off Shore, The 
Inhabitants are uncivilized, murdering all whom 
they can furprize or maftcr. And at Pijfang^ 
about 10 L^guestothe Weft ward of Diamond 
Point, there is a fine deep River, but not fre- 
quented, bccaufe of the Treachery and bloody 
Difpofition of the Natives. Twelve Leagues 
farther Weft lies Pedier. It has the Benefit of 
a good River, but being but eight Leagues from 
Atcbeen^ it has no Trade. 

C H A P, 
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CHAR XLIV, 

Treats of Java, and the IJlands near it^ 
witpj an AccoMit of the Garrijbns and 
Faciorus fettled on that IJland by the 
Dutch, the ProduSi and Commerce of 
]ava, Bally, Lombock, Flores, iSo- 
lore, Lcolana, Panterra, Mi^comby, 
Timorc, Jianda and Molucca IJlands^ 
and the IJlands of G:lebes their Pro* 
ducif Extent and Commerce. 

A ND now having ended my Tour round 
Xjl Sumatra^ I muil return to the South- 
ward^ and travel to the Eaftward of Sumatra^ 
find to the Southward of tiie i^Rquator, among 
thdfc famouH Iflandfi; and Java beinj^ the 
Wcftinoft, 1 Inrpin there, iind march luftward 
amof)); Idands fiir from any Omtincnt. 

Princes Ifland is clofc to the Weft Point of 
yavn. It has a Channel between it and Jaoa^ 
but there is fome Danger in it* There arc no 
Inhal>itants on it \ hut there are three Places that 
flfF(;r(l gocxl Water, and W(x>d enough for 
Shipc hound out of the Streiglits of Sunda to 
Europe, There are fevcral other Iflands in the 
Strcij^hls, US Caaoioa, Dtuirs^ in the Way, the 
Jiiitt$n and C^pe^ and fevcral others without 
Name. 

The 
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The firft Place of Commerce on the Weft 
Bod of yavdy is the famous Bantam^ where the 
^gUJh and Danes had their Fadories flouriih- 
ing t31 Arm 1682, at which Time the neigh- 
tjourly Dutch fomented a War between the old 
King of Bantam and his Son, and becaufe the 
Father would not come into their Meafures, and 
be dieir humble Slave, they flruck in with the 
Sonr, who was more covetous of a Crown than 
of Wifdom. They, with the Affiftance of other 
Rebels, put the Son on the Throne, and took 
die old King Prifoner, and fent him to Bataviai 
and in 1683, they pretended a Power from the 
new King to fend the Eng^/h znd Danes zipsx^i-^ 
ing, which they did with a great deal of Info- 
lence according to Cuftom. They next forti- 
fied, by building a ftrong Fort within a Piftol- 
(hot of one that the old King had built before to 
bridle their Infolence. 

The only Produdl of Bantam is Pepper, 
wherein it abounds fo much, that they can ex- 
port 10000 Tuns per Annum. The Road b 
good, and fecure for the Safety of Shipping. It 
is in a pleafant Bay, wherein are feveral fmall 
Iflands, which retain their Englijh Names ftill ; 
and the Natives ftill lament the Lois of the En^ 
glifh Trade among them, but the King has 
much more Reafon than his Sutjefls to regret 
the Lofsof their Commerce. The Good- will 
the Natives bear to the Dutch may be conjeftur- 
cd from their Treatment, when they find an 
Opportunity, for if an Hollander goes but a 

Mulkct- 
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Mufket-fhot i^om their Fort, it is five to one if 
ever tie returns, for they are dextrous in throw* 
ing a Lance, or (hooting of poifoned Darts thro' 
a wooden Pipe or Trunk ; and the King never 
redrefles them, pretending the Criminal cannot 
be found. 

Batavia is about 20 Leagues to the Eafhvard 
of Bantanty and a great Number of fmall 
Illands lie fcattered in the vtray, too tedious to 
mention. Fulhhpanjang off Bantam^ and Edam 
off Batavia are the qiofl confpicuous, and the 
Road of Batavia is almoft furrounded with I- 
ilands, Tome of them inhabited, and fbme not. 
Its Topography Tl\ refer to another Time, widi 
fome hiilorical Accounts of it, both ancient and 
modern. 

Cberaboan is the next Colony on the Coafl, 
to the Eaftward of Batavia^ belonging to the 
Dutch ^ where they have a Fort and a fmall Gar- 
rifon. 

Tagal is alfo a Dutch Settlement, with a ixnall 
Fort for its Defence ; and there is no other re- 
markable Place till we come to Samarang^ a 
good Colony, with a Fort of Mud and Wood 
to defend it. Damack and Coutus, two Placet 
that lie between Samarang and Japara^ arc no- 
ted, one for the Abundance of Rice that it ex- 
ports, and the other for great Quantities of good 
Sugars that it produces. They are peopled 
moftly with Cbineje^ and fo is 

Japara^ which formerly had an Englijfj Fac- 
tory, but now is altogether in the Dutch Hands. 

2 It 
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It is defended by two Forts, one on an Hill, and * 
the other in a Plain, Where the Town ftands, 
and has* a f mall River to wafh its Walk. The 
Road is fecured by two Iflands that lie about a 
League off the Town. I bought good white 
Sugar in Cakes here for t\^o Dutch Dollars per 
Peculy being 140/^. EngHp futtle Weight. 

Tampeira is the next Place to the Eaftward, 
and to the Eaftward of it is Rambang^ about two 
Leagues from it, where the Dutch have a fmall 
wooden Fort, and a little Garrifon ' of fixteen 
Men. Thofe two afford ncjjthing but excellent 
Teak Timber for buildin?^ And to the Eaft- 
ward of Rdmbang is Sorobay^ which lies within 
the Ifland Madura^ and I believe, is the Eaft- 
moft Settlement the Dutch have on the Ifland 
of yava. It produces much Pepper, fome Bees- 
wax and Iron, Sorobay is about 125 Leagues to 
the Eaftward of Batavia, and the Country, a- 
long Shore, as pleafant and fruitful in Grain and 
Fruits as any in the World. Tame Cattle and 
wild Game are very plentiful, good and cheap. 
At Rambang I bought a Cow, fle(hy and fat, for 
two Pieces of Eight, that weighed above 300 
Weight ; and wild Hog and Deer we killed daily 
with our Fowling-pieces, as we did alfo Peacocks 
and wild Poultry. The Cocks are all like one 
another, with red Necks and Bodies, and black 
Wings and Tail ; and the Hens are exadly like 
large Partridges. The Cocks are pretty large, 
and when they take Wing, they make a Noile 
that may be heard half a Mile. Their Flelh is 

Vol.. II. K both 
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both favoury and juicy j and the wild Hog Is ex- 
cellent. In the Woods are many flying Squirreb. 
Some of them I have fcen tame in Cages. They 
alfo have little Horfes wild in tlic Woods, and 
Ibme Tigers, but being not much pinched with 
Hunger, they feldom attack Men. They have 
one dangerous little Animal called a yackoa^ in 
Shape almoft like a Lizard. It is very malici- 
ous, and piflcs at every Thing that offends it, 
and wherever the Liquor lights on an aninoal 
Body, it prefcntly cankers the Flefti, unleis im- 
mediate Cauterizings are ufed, and if that can- 
not be had, the Piece muft be cut out, for if 
once it blijfters the Skin, there is no Cure for 
it afterwards 5 but he feldom fails of ^ving 
Notice where he is, by a loud Noiie calling 

I was once -at Supper with fome Dutch Gen- 
tlemen at Rambangj in a Houfe thatch'd with 
Cocoa-nut Leaves, and we were no (boner fct, 
but one of thofe Jackoas opened its Throat al- 
mofl: over our Heads. The Dutch Gentlemen 
took the Alarm, and arofe from the Table in 
great Haflc, and ran out of the Room calling i 
to me, vJio {at ftill (not a little furprized to fee 
their fuddcn Flight) to foUpw them, for my 
Life was in Danger, and on hearing that Admo- 
nition, I was not long after them ; but its Noifc 
f|X)ikd our Sup[x:r. 

As there are many Species of wild Animals in 
thofc W()od% there is one in particular, called the 
Ora?! Outang. It is ncarefl to human, both in 

Shape 
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ipe and Sagacity, among all the Herd of Ani- 
ls. I faw one about four Foot high, grofs 
Ued, long Arms from the Shoulders to the 
K)ws. His Fingers ends reach'd jull to his Knees, 
le flood upright. His Thighs and Legs plump, 
: too fmall in Proportion to his Body. His 
^t long, and broad at the Toes, but a little 
narrow at the Heel. His Belly prominent, 
ered with a light-coloured Fui, the reft of 
Body being brown, and the Fur thicker and 
get than the Belly Fur. His Head fome- 
at large. His Face broad and full. His Eyes 
y and fmall. His Nofe little and flat. His 
per- lip and Under-jaw very large. He blows 
Nofe, and throws away the Snot with his 
gcrs, can kindle a Fire, and blow it with 
Mouth. And I faw one broil a FiQi to eat 
h his boiled Rice. The Females have their 
ular Menjirua. They have no Tail, and 
Ik upright. They are of a melancholy Dif- 
ition, and have a grave dejrdted Counte- 
ice, and even when they are young, they 
never inclined to play, as moft other Ani- 
ls are. There is a fmaller Sort, but of a 
ercnt Species, called Oumpaes^^ but their 
5s and Arms are very fmall. 
rhcy have many large Crocodiles or AUiga- 
; in their Rivers and Marflies, and fometimes 
y go a Mile or two oflF to Sea, and get foul 
the Fifliers Nets. I was cleaning a Veflcl 
at I bought at Samara ng) on a Bed of Ooze^ 
\ had Stages fitted for my People to ftancj 
K 2 on^ 
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on, w^hcn the Water came round tlie Vefleli and 
we were plagued with five or fix AlltgatOfii 
which wanted to be on the Stage, and cvcrj 
Moment difturbcd our Men j fo I, and two of 
my Men^ (at on the Veficl'sDeck, and fired Muf- 
kcts at them, but our Ball did them no harm, 
t>ccatjre their hard fcaly Coat was Shot* proof. 
At luA we contrived to fiioot at their Eyes, and 



wounded, he turned Tail on us, and with 

};rc;tt Ftouncin^H, made towards the Shore about 
lalf a Mile fioni us, and the reft following 
liim, wc were pretty quiet after that. A Day i 
or two after, Icnne Fifliers told us, that they had 
fccn a dead Altipitor lying on the Shore, and 
pointed whereabout they faw him. I went, in 
n l)o;it, uHiorc, :in(l found him lying at fall 
f.cD^Mh. I meai'urcd his length, and found 
fioin Ills Nofc to his Tail, twcnty-feven Foot 
;itul an half, and he was alx)ut one third Part of 
hi:; fxngth in Circumference about the Belly. 

I was in Sumarang in 1704, in the Months 
of July And yitit!;nlf^ when Navigation on diat 
('oafl is accoiuitcd dangerous. A War happen- 
ed then to break out between the Natives of 
that Part of Java and the Dutcb^ about the 
Succcflion of a new Sun Suouan or Emperor, 
the old one dcmilinj; about that Time. The 
DtilLh would impole the old JCmpcror's Bro- 
tluT on them againft the general Bent of tlie 
Nation, and the Nobility were for his cldcll 



we ftiot at one fo. 
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Son, being the eftabliftied Law and Cuftom of 
the G)untry. 

I being then bound for Batofvia^ the Com- 
modore defired me to carry a Packet of Letters 
for the General and his Council, which I did, 
and delivered them, before they were fix Days 
old, to the General (Jan Van Hoom) which 
Piece of Service recommended me to his Fa- 
vour, which he demonftrated afterwards in 
Pome Indulgences I had, and fome Confidence 
be repoied in me. 

The War begun then, lafted 20 Years longer 
than at firft the Dutch imagined. It taught the 
Javans the Art of War, having a great Num- 
ber of MaccaJJers and Bailies, who had been 
trained up in the Dutch Company's Wars a- 
gainft feveral Nations. Many of them came 
bto the eldeft Son*s Intereft, who having as 
good Courage and fubtle Stratagems, with much 
greater A^ity of Body than the Dutch ^ made the 
War more terrible and dangerous than any the 
Company had ever entered into ; notwithftand- 
!ng the Pretender had a large Party of Javans^ 
md was affifted by MaccafferSy Amboinefey BaU 
les and Bougies ; but they wanted the European 
Difcipline that the others had who ferved the 
pung Emperor, for they could encamp and 
nine as well as the Dutch. 

A Dutch Captain, in his March towards the 
Dutch Camp, fell with his Company, into an 
Ambufti of Javans. Some of his Men were 
killed, but he, and moft of his Men were taken 
K 3 Prifo- 
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Prifoncrs. The Dutch Camp was pitched on 
the Side of a River, and the Javans a few Miles 
jibove them on the fame River's Side. Next 
Day, to the Dutch great Amazement, they fiw 
the Captain and his Men fwimming down with 
the Stream, on Bundles of Reeds, with all their 
Legs, Thigh-bones and Arms broken, and moft 
of them alive. Their Countrymen took them 
out of the River, and ufed Means to fave their 1 
Lives, but very few lived, which put thcar 
whole Army in fome Dread, by obferving what 
Quarter they might expedl if any of them were 

' taken Prifoncrs. 

The Religion of Java is partly Mahometan and . 
partly Pagan. The Pagans choofe Women to , 
be PriellefTcs, nnd they arc generally old, and 
well ilcillcd in Witchcraft. And it is reported, that 
they have frequent Converfation with the E)cvil, 
who appears to them in an horrid monftrous 
Shape, and the PricdelTes facrificean Hog to him. 
I'b.e Emperor rcfules at an inland Town called 
Oirtajburi^ about three Days Journey from 
Sanuirangy where Til leave him, and proceed to 
'11 ic llland of Madura^ that produces nothing 
ior ci foreign Marker, but Deer Skins. They 
ni iy be had in great Abundance, and very cheap. 

^ Til is Ifljnd confronts Java to its very Eaftermoft 
I have no Knowledge of the Iflands to 
tiK* I^aftward of Java ; but what I have had by 
Information from the Dntcb^ who arc the only 
J\)t*iLlTors of that Commerce, except two Englijb 
Siiips that fwll in among fome of thofc Ilbnds, 

and 
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2nd io I will not go on in thofe lame Obien a- 
ions and Remarks. 

I obfenred before, that Sorobay was the Eaft- 
Tmoft Setdement the Dutch have on Jirca^ nei- 
her have they any Footing, that I have heard 
rf", on the South Side of that Ifland, tho' the 
hfadves are pretty well civilized, and as Ships 
inom Europe fall in with that Coad, the)' will 
>ring off Provifions to fell them, particularly if 
they fee Englijb Colours, for very often the 
Duicb buy their Commodities, but pay nothing 
he them. 

The Ifland of Bally lies next Ja^ca to the Eaft- 
W2iA. It abounds in Provifions for the Inhabi- 
tants, but affords noth'mg fit for Exportatic n. 
The Natives are daring and bold, even to Del- 
peration. Many of them enter in the Dutch 
Service, and make good Soldiers. Between Jir. a 
md Bally are the Streights of Balh. 

Idunbock is next Bdhf to the Eaflward, and 
ibout the fame Magnitude. It"* produces the 
ame Neceflaries as Bally^ but nothing to ex- 
port. 

Cembanui is next to Dimbock to the Eaftward, 
m Ifland as big as both the lad two mentioned, 
[t produces nothing for Export. Between it 
md Lamhock are the Streights of J^ajs^ named 
Tom a Town (landing on the Shore, about the 
niddle of the Streights. 

The next lilands to the Eaftward of OwZvrj//, 
ire the two Iflands of Saffi^ of fmull Account 
Q Commerce, and fo is 

K 4 The 



136 A New Account 

The Ifland of Flares tothe Eaftward of them, 
tho' it is an Idand above 50 Leagues, and eigh"« 
teen broad. In Anno 1703, Captain JVrigbtm 
the Leghorn GdWty ^ \o^ hisPaflage from Ban-' 
jar on Borneo^ to Batavia^ and by contrary 
Winds, and ftrong Currents, was driven to thsi 
Ifland, and anchored at a Town on the Weft 
End of it, called Larrentoucka. Finding the 
Place convenient and fafe to pafs three or four 
Months of the Wefterly Monfoons, he took an 
Houfe afliore, and kept fometimes one Part of 
his Ship's Crew a(hore, and fometimes another, 
to refrcfli them. He gave Warning to the Peo- 
ple of the Town not to truft his Men, but they, 
minding their own Profit, had trufted the Sea- 
men about ioq/. Sterl. A little before he was 
ready to fail, the Creditors came and demanded 
their Monty. He rcfufed Payment, allcdging 
that a public Crier had gone through the Town 
ibrbidding any Body to trull his Men, and that 
Crier was ordered by a Magiftrate to proclaim 
the Prohibition. The Creditors faid it was true 
they could not recover any Thing by Law, but 
if he valued his own Health he would fatisfy 
them, if not in all, yet in Part, and fo he paid 
one half, which moft of them were content 
with, but one old Witch was not, but threat- 
i:cd his Deftrudlion, if flie had not all her De- 
riKuid paid. 

The Captain knowing that the Natives were 
vcryfkilful in the Art of Poifoning, rcfolved 
to prevent their taking qny Opportunity that 

Way, 
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Way, and fo went on board to cat and flecp, and 
was fo cautious, that he would not fo much as 
taftc their green Fruits^ nor fmell their Flowers, 
after the Time that the old Hag threatned him, 
and yet before he left the Place, he found him- 
felf much troubled with Gripings and Fluxes, 
I was at Batavra when he came there. He 
could not reach the Road with his Ship before 
he anchored, but was forced to anchor without, 
and fent his Boat on board of my Ship, to de- 
lire Help to weigh their Anchor. I fent a Boar 
with 20 Men and an Officer, to bring their Ship 
into the Road, which next Morning they diii j 
the poor Man was brought to that Pafe by the 
Effects of Poifon, that he could not walk with- 
out being fupported, nor could he lift his Hand 
to his Head. 

I waited on him a(hore, and he defired to be 
carried to his ufual Quarters, at the Sign of the 
red Lion, kept by a Woman called Black MoU^ 
a Native of the Ifland of Flores^ and he giving her 
an Account of his Condition, and how ignorant 
he was of the Caufe of it, (he bid him be cheer- 
ful, for (he knew how he had been poifoned, 
not by any Thing taken inwardly, but by a Spell, 
and bid him recolledt himfelf, and try if he 
could remember if he had not ftep'd over a Bit 
of Paper, or the Leaf of a Flag, in going in or 
out of any Houfe, which, after a little Paufc, 
he could very well remember he had. She af- 
furcd him that he (hould be perfectly well in 
a Month's ^Time, ^d. flic performed her Pro- 
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mife to Admiration. I left Batavia before the 
Cure was perfedted, but afterwards when I came 
to Batavia, fhe gave me an Account that (he 
had reflored him to perfect Health, and (evml 
Years after, I faw him at Fort St. George. 

Solor, Loolana, Panterra, and Mifcomby^ all 
lie to the Eaftward of JFifom. They produce a 
little Sandal- wood, zxACaJjia4igna. The Dutd> 
have a Fadlory on Sobr. 

The Ifland Timor lies within 20 Leagues to 
the South of thofe four Iflands abovementioned. 
It is a large Ifland about 90 Leagues long, and 
1 8 broad. Tlie Natives acknowledge the King 
of Portugal their Sovereign, and bave embraced 
the Romijh Religion. They permitted the P^r- 
tugueze Colony of Maccao in China, to build a 
Fort on it, which they called Leifaw, and the 
Dutch a Fadtory called Coupang, but would never 
fuffer cither to interfere with the Government 
of their Country. The Portugueze of Maccao 
drove a very advantagious Trade to Timor for 
many Years, and finding the Natives inclined 
to be paflive Catholicks, tried by fair Means to 
get the whole Government of the Country into 
the Church's Hands, but could ru)t beguile them 
that Way, therefore they tried Force, and com- 
menced a. War, but to their Coft they found, 
that the Timoream would not lofc their Liberty 
for fear of the Lofs of Blood* They chofe one 
Gonjalcs Gomez their General. He was a Na- 
tive of Timor ^ and had travelled to Maccao and 
Coa. He allowed the King of Portugal to be 
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the Sovereign and Protcdlor of their Country, 
and they would be hb loyal Subjeds, providing 
their Laws and Liberties might be fecured to 
them. 

That War widi the City of Maccao lafted 
about fifteen Years, It began about the Year 
i688, and was not quite finilhed in the Year 
1703. and Maccao in the End was ruined by it, 
for it exhauftcd both their Stock of Men and 
Money to fuch a Etegrce, that of 1 000 Citizens 
the Town had before the War, there was hardly 
fifty left at the End of it, and of forty Sail of 
trading Ships, not above five left. 

The Vice-roy of Goa fcnt an Embafly to Got- 
Jaks GomeZy in the Year 1698. to pcrfwadc 
him to Peace, and to accept of a Governor Ge- 
neral and an Archbifliop from Gw, but to no 
Purpofe, for they declared, that they would 
admit of no foreign Governors in their Country, 
either in Church or State. 

The Produdl of the Ifland is Sandal- wood, 
the beft and largeft in the World, which is a 
great Cbmmodity in Ctirij^ alfo Gold and Bees- 
wax. The Gold is plentiful, but of a low Touch, 
not amounting to 20 Ciraffs fine. And all Man- 
ner of Provifions are plentiful and cheap, but no 
anchoring about the Ifland, except at Le-z/jto and 
Coupam. And the Cdall is fubjcft to frequent 
Tornadoes y or Squalls of Wind and Rain, intro- 
duced with much Thunder and Lightning. 

The Natives report, that at a certain Scafon 
of the Year, after the South- well Monfoons 

arc 
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are fet in, they can difcern an high mountain- 
ous Land to the Southward of them, and con- 
tinues in Sight from December to the latter End 
of February^ or the Beginning ot ' March ^ and 
then difappears. If the Report be true, it muft 
be fome floting Ifland, that comes from and goes 
to Nenv Holland^ which is the next Tradl of 
Land to the South of ^imor. Thefe Accounts I 
had from a Portugueze Gentleman called Alex^ 
ander Pinto^ who was a Captain at Leifaw four 
Years, and was bound from Batavia to Goa, in 
jinno 1704. He went Paflcnger with me, and 
feem'd to be a Man of Probity. 

I never met with any Body that could give 
me any tolerable Account of the Iflands to the 
eaft ward of T^imor^ or of New Guinea^ or Ntm 
Holland^ and fo Til pafs by them, and dircft 
my Courfe to the Iflands of Banda^ where Qoves, 
Nutmegs, and Mace grow, but are now all en- 
groflcd by the Dutcb^ who allow one of them 
called Ptdlo-wey^ to belong to the Englijh^ after 
they had been at 40 Years Pains to cut down 
all the Clove and Nutmeg Trees that grew on 
it, and have made it Death for the Natives ever 
to plant any on it. 

The Englifj had alfo a Faftory on PuUoron^ 
but were glad to leave it about the Year 161 8. 
The Dutch have that Ifland ftill, with Loutore 
and Noro^ where they reap plentiful Crops of 
Spice. 

I muft now fteer Wcft-north-wcft about 30 
Leagues, to the famous Ifland of Amboina, 

where 
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tvhere as real a Tragedy was aded on the Ung^ 
lijh^ as ever happened among Friends and Allies. 
The Story is too well known to need a Place 
here. However, at prefcnt it has altered its 
Scene, and turned prodigioufly religious, having 
no Icfs than 50 Dutch Proteftant Churches on 
that holy Ifland, and the Natives are very fond 
and forward to turn Converts, efpecially fince 
fome Amhoinefe Youths have been fent to HoU 
land^ and trained up in their Univerfities, and 
honoured with Church Orders. They coming 
back to their own native Land, loaded with fuch 
fine Qualifications, and receiving great Refpedt 
fi-om their Mafters the Dutcb^ make the Con- 
verfion of the Populace very eafy. 

The Dutch have fo fortified Amboim^ by 
their own Report, that they think it impreg- 
nable. It is true ViSloria Bay is fathomlefs till 
Shipping come within a Mile of their Forts, and 
there is no other Place for anchoring on that 
Side of the Ifland, but I have heard fome Dutch 
Officers, in dilputing their Knowledge ofAm^ 
boinay fay, that on that Side that fronts the 
Coaft of Ceraniy there are feveral Places of an- 
choring at a Mile or two diftant from the Shore, 
and never a Fort built to impede an Enemy's 
landing, and that if an Army fuperior in Force 
to what the Dutch have ziViSioria^ would march 
but fix or feven Leagues by Land, they might 
come on the Back of the Town, and lodge on 
Hills fo near it, that none could pafs the Streets 
intheTown^ nor appear on their Bulwarks or 
2 Bat- 



142 Ne<U} j4ccount 

Batteries s but this was a Secret that the Englifi 
or Fretich ought not to know. 

The Ifland Ceram, near Amboina^ has alfo 
Cloves and Nutmegs,' and the Dutch appropriate 
that Ifland to themfelves, and havt a Faftory on 
it called Ambay. It is a large Ifland of yo Lea- 
gues long, and 1 5 broad. 

Euro is alfo a Dutch Ifland, producing 
Cloves and Nutmegs. It lies Weft*north-wcll 
of Amboina^ about 35 Leagues diftant. It is 
about 20 Leagues long, and in the Middle 10 
broad. 

PullO'Ouby lies in the Way between Euro and 
Gilolo^ the largeft of all the Molucca Iflands. The 
South Part of Gtlolo is called Eatta-china^ and 
the ^Equator cuts the Ifland in the Middle. On 
the Well Side of Oilolo^ and at a little Diftancc 
from it, lie Eatchian^ Matchian^ Montil^ Tidor^ 
and Termitey. Tlicy arc but fmall Iflands, but 
produce the greatcft Qiiantities of Cloves and 
Nutmegs, of all the Molucca Iflands. 

One Captain Ethrington^ in a Ship called the 
ReJblutioH, made a Trip to Gilolo about the Year 
1692. and e;ot 40 Tuns of Spice. He called 
at BcUavia in his Way to England ^ and the 
Dutch bciiu^ very folicitous to know where he 
had been, lie freely told them, to let them fee 
the Krrdijb were not cinite ignorant of that Na- 
vigation, if tiiey had a Mind to follow it. 

I now continue my Courfc We/lward along 
the IVA\\n{OT, to the Ifland of Celebes, tlie ICall- 
fide ol which Ifl.uid, and a great Number of 

fmallcr 
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fmaller ones, are little frequented by Strangers, 
but on the South- weft Corner of it is MaccaJJer^ 
where the Dutch have a Fadtory, but its chief 
Produdl is Corn, which indeed all thofe eaftern 
Iflands abound in, and confequently in Poultry* 
The Natives are of a light Olive Colour, and 
the Women well fhaped, and pretty beautiful, 
for which Reafon they are in great Efteem a- 
mong the Dutch and Qbinefe^ who buy them 
for Bed-fellows and often marry them. The 
Men and Women are both ftiort in Stature, but 
well featured, and well limb'd. They are very 
loving and faithful if well ufed, but exceeding 
revengeful if ill ufed. The Country is populous 
and very large, being almoft 200 Leagues long, 
but the Breadth unequal. At the broadeft it 
is about 70 Leagues. About 30 Leagues Weft- 
ward lies 



CHAP. XLV. 

Gives an Account ^Borneo* 

TH E great Ifland of Bomew or Borneo^ 
the largeft except California^ in the 
known World. The Weft- fide of it is for the 
moft Part defart. On the South End lies Pullo- 
laut^ a moft excellent Harbour for Shipping. 
The Ifland is but thinly peopled, its ProduS: 
being nothing but Rice, but the North End of 
it lies near many Rivers that come out of the 
2 Pepper 
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Pepper Countries. The Ifland is about 20 Lea* 
gues long, but of an unequal Breadth^ the* in 
ionnie Parts it is 12 Leagues broad. » 

There is a Channel runs between PuUohut 
and the Ifland of Borneo^ about two Miles broad, 
fome Places narrower, and fome broader, and 
froni feven to five Fathoms deep, all the Way 
through, and there are feveral rifing Grounds 
along that Shore, fit to build Houfes on, which 
is a Rarity on the Sea Coafts of Borneo^ feldom 
to be met with. I heard Mr. Sylvanus Landen^ 
who had been Chief of Borneo^ fay, that he 
much wondred why the Company of England 
fliould have fettled a Fadory at BanjaV'-mafJeen^ 
where they were forced for feveral Years to 
keep their Fadory on Fiotes of great Trees tied 
together, and made faft to Trees growing in the 
Water, on the Side of a River, with Cables made 
of Rottam^ and when they built a Fadory, they 
were forced fir ft to drive Poles in the Ground, 
to make a Foundation, as the Dutch do at Am* 
Jierdam, and raifc Earth on them to build upon. 

Captain Barry ^ a very ingenious Gentleman, 
drew the Plan, but died before the Work was 
brought to any great Forwardnefs, and Mr. Ca»- 
ningham^ who came thither from Pulh^condore^ 
when that Factory was cut off by their Mac^ 
coffer Soldiers, came to the Head of the Com* 
pany's Affairs. He was bred a Surgeon, and 
had turn'd Virtuofo^ would fpend whole Days 
in contemplating on the Nature, Shape, and 
Qualities of a Butterfly or a Shellfifli, and left 

the 
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the Management of the Company's Bufinefs to 
others as little capable as himfelf, fo every one 
but he was Mafter. 

Their Faftory was not half finifhed before 
they began to domineer over the Natives, who 
paft in their Boats up and down the River, and 
very imprudently would needs fearch one of 
the King's Boats, who was carrying a Lady of 
Quality down the River, which fo provoked 
the King, that he fware Revenge, and accord- 
ingly gathered an Army, and (hip'd it on large 
Praws^ to execute his Rage on the Factory arid 
Shipping that lay on the- River. The Company 
had two Ships, and there were two others that 
belonged to private Merchants, and I was pretty 
deeply concerned in one of them. The Fadlory 
receiving Advice of the King's Delign, and the 
Preparations he had made, left their Fadlory, 
and went on board the Shipping, thinking them- 
felves more fecure on board than aftiore. * When 
all Things were in a readinefs, the Army came 
in the Night, with above 100 Praws, and no 
lefs than 3000 defperate Fellows. Some landed 
and burnt the Fadtory and Fortifications, while 
others attack'd the Ships, which were prepared 
to receive them. The Englip^ had made fail 
Nettings from the Mizon to the fore Shrouds, 
about two Fathoms high above the Gunnel, that 
they might not be too fuddenly boarded by the 
Enemy, and to have the Opportunity of ufing 
their Blunderbufhcs and Lances, before the 
Enemy could get on their Decks. 'Affoon as 

Vol IL L they 
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they in the Ships faw the Fleet approaching near 
them, they plied their Guns with double Round 
and Partridge, and made a great Carnage, but 
all did not deter the AfTailants from b^rdii^, 
who when they got as high as the Gun- wall or 
Gunnel, were at a Lofs how to get over the 
Netting, and fo were killed with great Eafc 
Some got in at the head Door of one of the 
Ships, and killed fome EngliJJj in the Fore-caftic, 
but they were foon deftroyed. The two great 
Ships, tho' in Danger, beat off the Enemy with 
fmall Lofs, but the little Ships were both burnt, 
with moft of their Men, and one Dutch Gen- 
tleman who was obliged to flee from Batma 
on one of the fmall Veffels, was alfo burnt in 
her. His Name was Hoogb Camber^ and had 
been AmbafTador to the King of Perfia. 

I heard fome China Men fay, who were there 
at the Time of the Engagement, that xhtEng- 
lijfj killed, (in two Hours that the Action was 
hot,) above 1500 Men, belidcs many wound- 
ed and maim'd, but the Englijh were forced to be 
gone from their Settlement. The King thought 
his Revenge had gone far enough in driving them 
from their Settlement, and finding the Lofs of 
the Eftglifh Trade affefted his Revenue, he let 
all Englijh who traded to yotorc and other cir- 
cumjacent Countries, know, that he would ftill 
continue a free Trade with the Engliflj on the 
old Footing, but would never fuflfcr them, or 
any other Nation to build Forts in his Country. 
Several EfigliJIj have been there fince, and load* 
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Pepper, and have been civilly treated 5 and 
the lyutch fent a Ship from Batavia in An. 1 7 1 2. 
to trade with them, but the Natives rcfufed 
Commerce with them. 

The inland Country is very mountainous, but 
towards the Sea very low and marifliy, occa- 
loned by the great Rains that continue about 
light Months in the Year. It produces Rice, 
md many Sorts of Fruits in great Abundance. 
Pepper is peculiar to the Countries 2ko'yxBanjaar\ 
md to the Weftward about Succadaana^ they 
lave fmall Diamonds, but their Waters being 
nclined to be yellow, are not fo much in Efteem 
IS thofe of Golcondah. 

The Englijh had formerly a Faftory at Suc^ 
*adaana^ but why they left it I know not, unlefs 
it was for the Unwholfomnefs of the Country > 
i^ct in Anno 1694. I met with a Ship from 
Fort St. George^ bound to Succadaana^ com- 
Iianded by one Captain Gulhck^ wljo had been 
there the Year before, and praifed it for a whol- 
bm Country, and the Inhabitants very civil 
ind obliging. He bought fome Surat Baftaes 
yf me, at 45 /(?r Cent, on Invoyce, and expcfted 
X) make as much himfelf. 

It is reported, that on the Coaft of Borneo^ 
xtwecn Lao and Solfar, there arc many Cnntbats^ 
3ut I never heard it confirmed by any but 
nefe. And from Sobar to Succadaana^ the Peo- 
ple arc civil enough to Strangers. 

Sambas is the next Country of Commerce to 
the Northward of Succadaana. It produces but 

L 2 ver^ 
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very little Pepper, but fome Gold, Peark, and 
Bees- wax, which makes it well frequented by the 
Cbineje^ who carry Surat Piece-goods from Ma-^ 
laccaznAJohcre^ and barter to very good Purpofc 
for the aforefaid Commodities. Be^wax is the 
current Cafh in that Country. It is melted but 
not refined, and caft in Moulds of an obloog 
Square, the Breadth about two Thirds of the 
Length, and the Thicknefs Half of the Breadth, 
and a Rat an Withy loXikihcm by, caft in the Wax. 
A Piece weighs a Qiiarter of a Pecul^ which 
comes to in Englijh Weight, 34 Pound, and a 
Peculxs valued in Payments at 10 MaJJcies^ or 
40 Shillings Sterl. They have alfo for fmaller 
Payments Pieces of Eight to a Pecul and Six- 
teenths, and for fmaller Money they have C2w- 
ries. The Prince and People are very hofpiuble 
and civil, fo that Strangers trade there with Se- 
curity. I knew a French Armenian ^ who com- 
ing from Manilla^ had the Misfortune to lofe his 
Ship on that Part of the Coaft that belongs to 
the King of Sambas. They had but little Goods, 
for generally Spanijh Dollars are the common 
Return for Goods fold at Manilla. When the 
People that were fliipwrcck'd came a(hore, they 
were carried to the King, who examined what 
they were, from whence they came, and whi- 
ther bound, with what they were loaded» and 
feveral other Interrogatories, and then ordered 
them Provifions, and Men and Boats to afTiil 
them in faving their IVcafure, for there was but 
very little lolF bcfidcs the Ship and Stores that 
2 were 
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were worth the Trouble of faving. The King 
gave him Pearls and Bees- wax for his Silver, at 
fuch reafonable Rates, that the Armenian gained 
40 per Cent, at Batavia^ (whither he went in a 
China Veflel) for the Goods he difpofed of there. 
At Batavia he took Paffage on board a French 
Ship for China^ and in their Way called at Tran- 
ganOy where I met with him in the Year 1719. 
I had the whole Account from himfelf, and faw 
fome beautiful Pearls that he was carrying to the 
China Market, and among them a Pair of Pears 
worth 50 L. SterL 

The Chinefe drive a fmall Trade from Siam 
and Cambodia^ to the Town called Borneo ^ that 
lies about 80 Leagues to the Northward of Sam^ 
baSy add thefe are all the trading Places that lie 
about the North End of this Ifland, that I could 
hear of. The Religion in Borneo is Pagan^ ex- 
cept in fome Places on the Sea Coaft there are 
fome Mahometans^ and fo I muft leave Borneo^ 
and ftccr my Courfe to^rds the Coaft of Johore 
on the Continent, but in my Way there, are two 
Clufters 'of Iflands that lie half-way. One is 
called Anamba, and the other Natuna^ but by 
the Natives Sciantan^ is the common Appellation 
for both Clufters. Their Inhabitants are called 
Bougies^ a fierce defperate People, and the only 
Produd of thofe Iflands is Bt:tle-nut, and the 
Religion Mahometan. The Iflands are very high, 
and may be eafily feen in a clear Day above fif- 
teen Leagues. 

L 3 CHAP. 
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CHAP. XLVL 

A Continuation of the Dominions of 
Johore on the Continaitj and the 
Iflands adjacent. 

rir\ H E "Johore Iflands to the North-caft- 
Ward of the Promontory of Rmaao^ 
(from whence I took my Departure, when I 
Iteered among the Iflands) are fir ft PuUo-tingi^ 
then PuUo aure^ then Pulh ptfang^ and then 
Pullo'timoun^ the higheft and largeft among 
them. They are all inhabited, and produce 
Poultry, and fmall Goats, and Tome Fruits, but 
no Commodities for Export. Their Religion is 
MaLometan. 

Pabaung lies North- weft of Pullo-timm^ 
about 20 l>eagues diftant. Pullo-vareUa lies in 
the Way, but it is rather a Rock than an Iflaixl, 
therefore hardly worth noticing. Pabaung Ri- 
ver has a pretty large Ifland lying in its Mouth, 
which makes two Channels into it. The North 
Eiitry has no lefs than four Fathoms and an 
Half iit High- water, and the Channel is about 
an hundred and fifty Yards broad. Juft within 
the Bar is good fccure Anchoring in fix Fathoms, 
and there are good frefti Water Springs within 
two hundred Paces of the Sca-fliore. The Ri- 
ver is a Mile broad, but fo full of Banks, that it 
is with Trouble a fmall Veflel of thiny Tuns 

can 
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can go to the Town, which lies about twelve 
Miles up the River, where I left Rajah Bowen^ 
cea^ before I took my Ramble among the i Hands. 
He was there in Anno 17 19. with five or fix 
hundred Men to keep that Country firm to his 
Father. 

Fahaung River runs far into the Country, and 
waQies the Foot of Malacca Hill. There is 
Abundance of Gold Duft found in it, and I have 
fcen fome Lumps, of five or fix Ounces each. 
They do not dive for the Duft above three Fa- 
thoms, tho' there are fome Places in the River 
above Ten deep, and generally where the deepeft 
Water is, moft Gold-duft is found. It has ex- 
ported fome Years above eight hundred Weight. 
Along the Sides, of the River Pepper is planted 
for Export, but not above 300 Tuns in a Year, 
bccaufe they want Vend for more, tho', if they 
had a Market to carry it off, in five Years Time 
they could make a Product of 3000 Tuns. Be- 
fides Pepper and Gold, there are Tin and Ele- 
phants Teeth, but in no great Plenty, and the 
beft Canes in the World grow hereabout. The 
Country is woody, and is ftor*d with wild Game 
and Fruits, their Rivers and Sea with great Plenty 
and Variety of excellent FiQi, but the Country 
is not reckoned very healthful, becauie of the 
Abundance of Rains. Trangano is the next 
Place of Note for Commerce, and in Anno 1720. 
the Place of Rcfidence of a poor diftreft King, 
who by a fenfelcfs Etevotion to Superftition, 
ruin*d his Country and his own Family. 

L 4 I gave 
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I gave an Account before of his Brother's 
tragical End, and the daring Boldnefsof a Youth 
that (hewed him the way to die by his own 
Hand. In 17 19, 1 faw the Youth waiting on 
the Kin?, and fanning him with' a Peacock's 
Tail. In my way to Siam^ I called at 7rtf»- 
gano^ and went to wait on him, and he remem- 
bred he had been acquainted with mc five and 
twenty Years before. I ftaid about a ' Week, 
and every Day he wanted to fee me. He often 
repented his taking the Weight of Sovereignty 
on his Shoulders, and feared that his End would 
prove as tragical as his Brother's. 

Trangano flands pleafantly near the Sea, on 
the Side of a River that has a (l^allow Bar, and 
many Rocks fcattered to and again within the 
River, but room enough in many Places 10 
moor fmall Ships very fccurely, to keep them 
lafe from the Dangers of the Winds or Floods. 
There may be about one thoufand Houfes in it, 
not built in regular Streets, but fcattered in ten 
or twenty in a Place diftant a little Way from 
another Villa of the fame Magnitude. The 
Town is above half-peopled with Chinefe^ who 
have a good Trade for three or four yonks year- 
ly, hclides fome that trade to Siam^ Cambodia^ 
Tunqucen and Sambas. When I came back from 
Siam with my Cargo unfold, as I mentioned 
before, I came to Trangano to difpofe of what 
I could of my Goods, and to procure a new 
Cargo for Surat^ the kind King affiflcd mc in 
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doing both, with all the Readinefs and Cheer- 
fulnefs imaginable. 

While my Ship lay in the Road, the Bougies 
came with a Fleet of two hundred Sail of Praws^ 
defigning to plunder the Town of Trangano ; 
but they were afraid to pafs fo near our Guns 
as they muft have been neceflitated to do before 
they could get into the River. When they 
came to a Place about five Leagues, they fent a 
Prow to my Ship, and the Officer told me, 
that he had a Commiffion to profer and pay me 
3000 Spanijh Dollars, if I would let them pafi 
quietly into the River. I ordered him away, 
and thrcatned, that if they came, they fhould 
feel the Force of my Powder and Shot. When 
I came aftiore, the King afk*d me if I would 
proteft him. I told him I would with all the 
Force 1 had. He wept, as if he had been dif- 
fident, and defired that I would take him on 
board of my Ship, and carry him whitherfoever 
I went, for his Life was burdenfome to him, 
and be could trufl none of his People. I per- 
fuaded him that I was fincere in my Refolution 
to prote(3: him, and that it would look too mean 
to ran away from his Kingdom, while there 
was a Poffibility to regain it. 

He told me, that he had fent Ambafl^dors to 
the Dutch at Malacca for Afliftance, according 
to the ancient League between his Anceftors and 
them, when they joined their Forces to expel 
the Portugueze from Malacca ^ but inftead of 
finding Relief there, his Enemies were affifted 

with 
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with Powder and Shot, and his rebellious Sub- 

jedts had a fafe Retreat Malacca. 

ladvifedhim to take Proteftion frpm the 
Dutcby and allow them the Monopolization of 
the Trade of his Country, and to part the Re- 
venues between him and them. He Teemed to 
be oflFended with the Propofal, but faid he would 
be glad if the Englijh would fettle in his Domi- 
nions, and fortify what Places they pleaffd, and 
that he would willingly come under their Pro- 
tedlion, and that there were none that ever en- 
tertained the Dutch in their Countries as Guefts, 
but would willingly be quit of them again, iif 
they could. 

There happened to come a French Ship thi- 
ther at that Time, being bound to China. The 
King gave the Captain and me an Invitation to 
Dinner, and after we had regaled ourfelvcs, wc 
entrcd on a Difcourfe of the miferable State of 
a Country under the malignancy of a Civil War. 
He aiked us, if fuch Calamities had happened 
to England or France. We affured him there 
had been often fuch Didempers among us, but 
that when the Difeafc was cured, our Slate be- 
came as ftrong and vigorous as ever. 

He had feveral Times afked me if I thought 
the EngliJJo might be perfuadcd to fettle a Colo- 
ny in his Country, that Pahaung might be made 
a Place of great Trade, if there were Shipping 
and Stock to carry off the Pepper and Tin 
which that Country alone could produce. I 



of the Eaft Indies* 155 

told him, I could give him no Encouragement 
to believe they would. 

He then defpairing of getting an Englijh Co- 
lony fettled, propofed to Mr. Pedro-Fillamont 
Garien^ who commanded the French Ship, if 
he thought the French Nation might be induced 
to fettle in his Dominions, and the French Gen- 
tleman gave him Hopes that the King of France 
m^ht be induced to accept of his Friendfhip, 
and fettle a Colony, providing he would certify 
his Requeft by a Letter, which the King of 
yobore readily agreed to. It was written in the 
Malayan Language, and tranflated by a Chinefe 
into Portuguezey and I tranflated it from that 
Language into Englijh. The Original and the 
EngUJb Tranflation were delivered to the French 
Captain, but I never heard of it iince. 

He told me, that when I came to Bombay ^ I 
fhould acquaint the Governor of the Delire he 
bad to live under the Protedlion of the Englijh^ 
and that with 150 Men they might bridle the 
Infolence of his own rebellious Subjeds, and 
their Allies the Bougies too. 

Trangano is a very pleafant and healthful 
Country, and affords a fine Landfkip from the 
Sea. The Hills are low, and covered with 
ever<-green Trees, that accommodate the Inha- 
bitants with Variety of delicious Fruits, fuch as 
Lemons, Oranges, Limes, Mangoes, Mango- 
flans, Ramboflans, Letchees and Dureans: 
And in the Vallies, Corn, Pulfe and Sugar- 
canes. The Ground is cultivated by the C6/- 
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nefe^ for the lazy Malayan cannot take that 
Trouble. 

The Produft of the Country is Pepper and 
Gold, which are moft cxportdl by the Gtmjt. 
About 300 Tuns are the common Export of 
Pepper, and we have it almoft for otc naif of 
the Price that we pay for Malabar Pepper. 
From the Month of 06lober till March, tncir 
River is (hut up by the Bar, which fills up by 
the Impetuofity of the great Seas fent on that 
Shore by the North-eaft Monfoons ; but in the 
Months of yuly and jiumji their Seas prodace 
the fineft Fifli that ever 1 faw or tafted. There 
is one Sort exadtly like a Salmon, both in Shape 
and Tafte, but the Fifli is white, as the Sal- 
mon is red. Their Poultry are hrge, plamp 
and fweet, but Beef is fcarce, except Bu&lo 
Beef, and that is plentiful enough. 

In jinno 1720, the Bougies came to Puffoca- 
pafs, which is but five Leagues from Trangam\ 
but there are other Iflands that lie 12 Leagues 
more Southerly ,called in the Maps by the Name 
of PullO'CapafSy but their right Name, which 
the Natives call them by, is Pnllthtetang. 

However, from PuUo-capafs, the Bouses 
fent an Ambafly to I'rangano^ pretending aa 
Accommodation with the King, to fee if he 
would allow them to enjoy the Continent and 
Iflands beyond the Promontory of Romano, and 
they would leave him the quiet Poflcffion of 
the refl ; and while they were in a large Hall 
conferring^ fome unufual fudden Noife happen* 
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ed to be heard from without, which the .guilty 
Bougies taking to be fome DeHgn in Execution 
againft them, one of them runs to the King, 
and creft him to the Heart, which made a very 
great Diforder, and many were killed on both 
Sides ; and what Bougies remained, got on board 
of their Gallies, and pofted to their Fleet at 
PulkhcapafSy with the News of what had hap- 
pened at TranganOy and next Day the Bougies 
went into the Rhrer, and plundered the Town, 
except certain Houfes which belonged to the 
jyattabandaar^ or firA^ Minider, whom the 
King, in his Life-time, ever miftmfted, but 
by the ill Situation of his Affairs, was obliged to 
bide his Thoughts, and defer his Refentments 
till a proper Time. 

The next Place, to the Northward, in the 
yobore Territories, is Patony. It was formerly 
the greateft Port for Trade in all thofe Seas, but 
the Inhabitants being too potent to be afraid of 
the King's Laws, they becamp fo infolcnt, that 
Mercliants were obliged to remove their Com- 
merce to Countries of more Security. It was 
the ftaple Port for Surat Shipping, and from 
Goa^ Malabar and Chormondel they had a good 
Trade, and fo they had from China^ Tonquin^ 
CanAodia and Siam ; but the Merchants finding 
no Reftraint on Robbers and Murderers, were 
obliged to give their Trade a Turn into another 
Channel, which was a great Advantage* to JJj- 
tavia^ Siam and Malacca^ where they were 
kindly ufed, and in thofe Ports it has continued 
ever fince. - The 
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The yobore Dominions reach but four or five 1 
Leagues farther North, which like mod Bor- I 
dererSi are inclined to Rapine, and lying fo near 1 
another's Dominions, where they may be- I 
fcreened from the Po\^xr of their own Laws, I 
when they commit Depredations, it makes them I 
cxercife their Villanies with Impunity. B^ I 
twcen Trapigano and Patartf lie the irfands of ' 
ReJafig. They are uninhabited, but fometimo 
tlie SaleeUrs or Malaya Freebooters frequent 
them, and when they meet with trading Vcf- 
lels that they are able to mafter, they make 
Prize of them, and carry the Men into other 
Countries than where they belong to, and fell 
them tor Slaves ; and when they meet with no 
Purchafe at Sea, they go afliore in the Nights, 
and (icA all they can get. Men, Women and 
Children go all into the Booty ; but the Cbina 
Vellcis afford them moft Prizes. 

The Kings of Joivre ever paid Homage to 
the Kings of Sh:m, by fending them a Rofc 
made of Gold in a golden Box once in thfcc 
Years. The Year 17 19, happened to be the 
Year that the Rofe came, for I faw the Mcf- 
Icngcr that brought it at Siam^ where he had 
Orders fri)m his Mafter to know how my Af- 
taii^ went, with a Proffer of the King*s Service, 
it I came back into his Countr}'. 
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CHAP. XLVII. 

Qives an Account of the Dominions and 
City of Siam, ^tth Remarks on the 
Revolution that happened there. 

SAN GO RE is the firft Town on the 
King of Siams Dominions. On that Side 
t is under the Government of Ligore, which 
Mras once the Metropolis of a Kingdom of the 
[ame Name, but by civil Diffenfions, it became 
L Prey to the King of Siam. 

Sangore ftands on the Side of a large River, 
[t yields fome Tin, Elephants Teeth, Agala- 
MTOod and coarfe Gold, but the Inhabitants 
neet with fo great Difcouragcments in digging 
For Tin, that there is very little to be procured j 
md what is manufa£hired, is bought up by the 
Dutch Fadtory at Ligore. 

JJgore lies about 1 2 Leagues to the North- 
ward of Sangore^ and between them lies a low 
uninhabited Ifland, called Papier. It reaches 
From Sangore within three Leagues of Ugore 
River, It is well ftored with wild Bufialoes^ 
Hog and Deer, which arc free for all Perfons to 
&ill at Pleafiire. The Road of Ligort lies two 
Leagues from the River and about a League 
writhin the River's Mouth ftands the Dutch Fac- 
X)ry, a pretty commodious Houfe, built of 
Brick, after , the Dutch Fafhion. The Town 
I ftands 
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Hands aboat two Miles above the Fadlory. It 
is built of Bambows^ and thatch'd with Reed. 
There are many Pagan Temples in it, which 
have Steeples built very high, in Form of very 
(harp Pyramids. They are fo fmall, that, in 
the Road, they look like Ships Mafts. It pro- 
duces Abundance of Tin, but the Dutch engrofs 
it all. 

Pulb Cara^ an high Idand, lies about 12 
Leagues off Ligore. The next Place of Note is 
C»/, a Place that produces great Quantities of 
Tin and Elephants Teeth, but all are fentto 
the City of Siam or Odia for the King's Ufc. 
The reft of the Coaft being little frequented, I 
will pals by it, and fteer for the Bar of 

Siam. The City ftands on an Ifland in the 
River Memnon^ which, by Turnings and Wind- 
ings, makes the Diftance from the Bar about co 
Leagues. The Country is low, and as fhiituil 
as any Spot of Ground in the World, in Rice, 
Legumen, Fruits and Roots, Cattle wild and 
tame. And the River abounds in many Species 
of excellent Fifh, which plentifully indulge the 
Inhabitants, and make them indolent and lazy, 
and confequently proud, fuperftitiousand wanton. 

The City is reckoned ten Miles round the 
Walls, and many Canals, from the River, pierce 
thro* th« City from all Quarters. The Walls 
of the City are high and thick, built of Stone 
and Brick ; bat the Houfes of the Natives, tho' 
large, are low, built on Stakes driven into the 
Ground, about 10 or iz Foot high ; but the 

Mako- 
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Mahometans^ Chtnefe and Chrijlinns raife the 
Grounds they baild on high enough to be fecure 
from the yearly Inundations. The Natives 
Houles are railed on thole Stakes on the fame 
Account, and as their Walls are built of Bam* 
bow and Reeds, tiieir Roofs are built of the 
fame Materials, and are all thatch'd, except what 
arc built on TCerra firma^ and they are generally 
tiled. There are many arch'd Bridges in the 
City, built of Brick or Stone, and fome of 
Wood. The Floors of tlie Natives Hcufcs are 
made of fplit BatriboiD or Reeds made taft to- 
gether, fo that one cannot move on them with- 
out both Noifc, and (baking them. 

The three Palaces of their Kings, and fome 
Temples, are the only magnificent Edifices in 
the City 3 and fome Steeples belonging to the 
Temples ^re gilded with Gold on the Outfide, 
and in a Sun-fhine they refledt the Rays fo 
ftrongly, that, at two or three Miles Diftance, 
they difturb the Eye when look'd upon. 

They have many large Temples well decora- 
ted after their Way, and well ftock'd with 
gilded Images of Gods and GoddefTes, of the 
Priefts Contrivance and Canonizing, and they 
never want Devotees to adore them, who pay 
their deceitful Impofers very well for deceiving 
them ; but they are not the only People that 
arc fo cunningly deluded, for the fatal Cuftom 
has fpread univerfally in all the Corners of the 
World. 

. Vol, II. M The 
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The great God,who aeated the Univerlc, they 
have no Image of, nor can they make any of hiniy 
becaufe he never fliewed himfelf in any bodi^ 
Shape, and therefore they can form no Idea df 
his Shape, Dimenfions or Beauty j but Tipedd^ 
the great God's Partner, has often (hewed him- 
felf, and him they worfhip in his Imagp with 
the higheft Adoration. Praw Prumb and Sm- 
mo Cuddem his Friends they adore with the fc- 
cond Degree in Worfliip ; and Prapmt and Samn 
fay have the third Sort of Veneration paid to 
their Images. 

They have many little Deities inferior to thofe 
above mentioned, ^yhom they adore as Patrons 
or Protestors of feveral Tribes of Men, and 
other Animals of difff**- .ic Countries and Cities, 
of Health, Profperity and other Chances and 
Cafualtics, fo every one is at Liberty to chooie 
his own Patron or Proteftor, and worfhip him 
according to his own Mind ; but none arc pcr- 
fecuted for tlie Opinion of the Way he is to 
worfhip, cither the great or the little Gods. 
That heavenly Frenzy is only a raging mad 
Diftemper that affects the melancholick Brains 
of the weftern World. 

I was in one Temple pretty large, built cx- 
adlly four Square, and each Square contained jail 
an hundred Images. They were placed in 
Notches or Domes about four Foot from the 
Ground. There were more GoddefTes than 
Gods, and all were in a fitting Pofturc crofi- 
Icgg'd, as Taylors fit on their Shop-boards. Their 
2 Nofcs 
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Nofcs were low and fmall, their Viflage long , 
their Ears large, and the Lappets of them thick 
. and plump. They fat promifcuoufly in thofe 
Notches, and all clothed in one Livery of Gold- 
leaf. They were almoft as big as full-grown 
Men and Women, but very different in their 
Subftances. The Priefts told us, that fome were 
of pure Gold, others of TVr^^/ Silver, which has 
no Alloy in it, fome of Copper, and fome of 
Brafs, and fome of bak'd Clay j but, for Want 
of fumpture Laws among them, it was hard to 
know the Gentleman from the Beggar by their 
Garb, or a Lady from a Lawndrefs. 

In one Temple, as I was informed, ftands 
the famous Sam fay twenty Yards in Height. He 
is in a right lineal Defcent from little Samfay^ 
who caufed fo much War between Siam and 
Pegu^ which never ended but with the DifTo- 
lution of the Pegu Empire. In moft of their 
Temples there are frightful Dragons (landing 
Sentinels at their Gates, but whether they are 
placed there to keep in the Gods, or to keep 
out Devils, I know not. 

There are reckoned no lefs than fifty thou- 
fand Clergymen or Tallapoys belonging to the 
Temples in and about the City of Siam ; but 
they are eafy to the State, having no ftated Be- 
nefices or other Revenues, and yet they are plen- 
tifully fupplied with all the Neceflaries of Life 
by the Charity and Benevolence of the Laity, 

There is one Temple about three Miles below 
the City, on the oppofite Side of the River, 

M 2 called 
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Calkd the Fijhes Temple, becaufe annually ia 
the Month of September ^ when the the Floods 
overflow the low Ground, (as in E^t) there 
are good Numbers of Fiflies almoft like fmall 
Salmon, that frequent a Pond clofe to that 
Temple, and are to be found in no other Place 
in the Siam Dominions, and they are fb tame, 
that they will come clofe to our Boats, and friflc 
and play on the Surface of the Water. If any 
Body has a Mind to feed them with Bread, Co* 
coa-nut. Meat, or other Food that docs not 
eafily feparatc, 'tis only to hold fome near the 
Surface of the Water, and they will take it fa- 
miliarly from the Hand, I have often taken 
Pleafiire to feed them, and fee them j^y, but 
aflbon as we leave off feeding them, they will 
withdraw, fo that hardly one is to be fecn till a 
new Supply of Vidluals is offered to them. 

But none dares ofler to take one of them, fbf 
fear of raifing a zealous fandtified Mob, who 
punifh fmall Riults with the grcateft Severities, 
and thofe Fithes being confecratcd to the God of 
that Temple, are fecurely proteded by the Con- 
fecration. They continue about the Temple 
till the Middle of December, that the Floods be- 
gin to draw off the Ground,and then they depart, 
and are feen no where in any River or Pond be- 
longing to Siam, till September brings tliem back 
to their Temple. 

Whatever Animal comes within the Verge of 
a Temple, it is iccured from Purfuit or Vio- 
lence. I knew a Portugueze Inhabitant of Siam, 
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'^vho (hot a Crow as it fat on the Branch of a 
Tree that grew near a Temple, on which the 
Pricfts raifed a Mob, who broke both the poor 
Man's Legs and Arms, and left him in the Field 
for dead, but ^ fomc Cbrijiians coming acciden- 
tally by, carried him in a Boat, in that deplo- 
rable State, to a French Surgeon, who fet his 
Bones, and cured him. I faw him alive and 
well in Anno 1720. 

The French have a Bifliop at Siam, with a 
Church and a Seminary for the Education of 
Converts. They ftand a little above the City, 
on the oppofite Side of the River. They make 
but few Converts, except when Corn is dear, 
and then fome of the poorer Sort receive Bap- 
tifm, which intitles them to a Maintenance from 
the Church 5 but, when Plenty returns, they 
throw away their Beads and brazen Saint, and 
bid farewel to Chrijlianity. In Anno 1720. there 
were not above feventy Chrijlians in and about 
Sianiy and they the moft diiTolute, lazy, thievifli 
Rafcals that were to be found in the Country. 

The Bifliop was one Mr. CijJ'ee, a Man of 
about 80 Years of Age, who, in a Famine that 
happened there in Anno 1708. took up about 
3000 Pounds SterL from the King, to buy Corn 
for the Support of the Church, and fuch poor 
Siamer$ as were converted by the Neceffity of 
the Times, who relapfed again aflbon as the Fa- 
mine ceafed, and the poor old Bifliop cannot 
leave the Country till that Debt be dilcharged. 
He is fuperftitioufiy zealous for his Religion, 
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and would fain go to Coucbiri-cbina or 7umyk 
to die a Martyr, becaufe it is Death by tiwr 
Law to preach any foreign Doftrinc withont 
Leave firft obtained from their Kings. 

Whatever Principles he may have bad inRc« 
ligion I know not, but I am fure that he was a 
diminutive Moralift, which I knew by Expe- 
rience, in feducing fome of my Seamen, who 
were black Chrijlians^ to leave my Ship at Siam^ 
contrary to his Promife, which obliged me to 
buy Slaves to fupply their Places ; but I left him 
fome Caufe to repent of his Folly and Breach of 
Promife. 

There were four or.five Priefts there befides 
the Bifhop, one whereof always attends the 
College, and the others officiate daily in the 
Church. They live abftemioufly, but, I believe, 
ratl^er thro* Force than Choice, for their In- 
comes are very fmall, as Charity and Piety arc 
very cold among their Flock. The Portuguezi 
have nlfo a Church there, built on the Side of 
the River oppofite to the lower End of the 
Town ; but their Priefts are generally fo fcan- 
dalous in their Lives, that few frequent their 
Church, or care for their Converfation. The 
Chinefe being very numerous in Siam^ have fc- 
vertil fmall Temples, but none remarkable for 
their Structure or Beauty. 

The Dutch have a Fadory there, about a 
Mile below the Town, on the fame Side of the 
River. Their greateft Invettments arc in Tin, 
Sapan-wood and Deers Skins, which they boy 
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up for the Japon Market. The Siam Market 
takes off but little European Goods ; however, 
the Dutch Chief makes a pretty good Figure 
there. 

The EngUJh^ for many Years, had alfo a 
Factory there, till about the Year 1686. the 
Eaft India Company feeking Occaiions to pick 
a Quarrel with the Siamers, in order to with- 
draw, they took hold of fuch as they could 
firft find, tho' never fo frivolous. The firft was 
about yhno 1684. The Carolina^ bound from 
England to China^ had the Misfortune to loie 
her Paflage, and coming to Siam to pafs away 
the North-eaft Monfoons, and the King of Siam 
having Occafion for fome Stores for Shipping out 
of the Carolina s Cargo, to equip fome Ships 
that he had built in order to humble the Cam-- 
iodians and the Couchin-Qnneje^ .who diflurbed 
the Nav^ation of his Country, he civilly re- 
quefted the Englijh Chief to fupply him at the 
Prices the fame Commodities ufed to be fold at 
to Merchants, but he could not find that Favour, 
which he refented, and threatned todifturb their 
Commerce. At length they fupplied him with 
Ibme Part of what he demanded, to avert the 
ill Confequences that might happen by a total 
Refufal. This was reprefented to the Company 
in the darkeft Colours, and they thought that ■ 
fufficient to ground a War on ; but they had, at 
that Time, a Fleet of large Ships, which they 
had equip'd to regain their Trade of Bantam and 
other Places, which .the D«/c/6' had infolently 
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robbed them of ; but they were difappointed by 
the deep Politicks of King Charles II. as is be- 
fore obferved. 

However, the King of Siam continued his 
Indulgence to the Company and their Servants, 
in much Affluence and Luxury, continually 
caroufing in Debaucheries with Wine and Wo- 
men, till their common Salaries and Gains by 
Trade, were in no Proportion to their extrava- 
gant Expences ; however,that being a free Coun- 
try, they had Liberty to fpend their own and 
their Mafters Eftates, as they pleafed. 

The King of Siam having formed the Defign 
of a War^ as above mentioned, with Cambodia 
and Coticbin- china ^ employed a good Number of 
Erjglijh who had reforted to Siam^ to partake of 
the King's Indulgence and Bounty, and to help 
the Company's Servants to fpend their Money. 
All the Engiifh who had a Mind to lift thcni- 
felves on board of his Fleet, had great Encou- 
ragement of honourable Ports and good Salaries 
well paid, and they did perform Adions in the 
War worthy of the Bravery and Courage of the 
EnglifJj Nation, by which the King's Favour 
to the EngliJIj increafed more than before the 
War. 

One Mr. Pots happened to be Chief of 
the EngliJIj Fadlory at that Time, who by 
his extravagant Luxury had rioted away a 
great Part of his Mafters Goods and Money, 
nnd had run his own Credit out of Doors, 
lie then began to form Projeds how to clear 
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Accoants with his Mailers and Creditors, with- 
out putting any Thing in their Pockets. The 
firft was on 500 Cheftsof Japan Copper, which 
his Mafters had in Specie at Siam^ and they 
were brought into Account of Profit and Lois, 
for fo much eaten up by the white Ants, which 
arc really Infeds, that by a cold corroding li- 
quid Quality, can do much Mifchief to Cloth, 
Timber, or on any other foft Body that their 
Fluids can penetrate, but Copper is thought too 
hard a Morfel for them ; however, I faw that 
Article in the Company's Accounts, as they were 
remitted from Siam to Bombay^ and were in 
Mr. Vaux\ Cuftody at Surat afterwards. 

But that fmall Article of 2500 Pounds, went 
but a fmall Way towards clearing of his Ac- 
counts. So after Supper one Night as they were 
•merrily caroufing, the Fadlory was fet on Fire, 
and that balanced all other Accounts. Mr. Pots 
alledged to the King, that hisSubjedts the Siam" 
ers had done that Mifchief, and expeded the 
King to be accountable for LoiTes and Damages, 
fuftained by the Company and their Servants. 

The King, on the other hand, profered to 
prove, that Mr. Pots and his drunken Compa- 
nions had done it, and that he expeded the 
Company (hould be accountable to his Subjeds 
for the Lofs they had fuftained by the Fire, 
which had burnt feveral Houfes that lay near 
the Fadory. However, the Company adhered 
to the juft Complaints of their honell Servants, 
and thought that the King's Refulal to make 
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good their Demands, was a fufficient I^ece of 
Ground to build their War on. However, the 
Company confidcring that a War could bring 
^ them no Advantage, thought it enough to bully 
the Siamers^ but never declared a War. 

In the Year 1685, the Company fent two 
Ships to the Bar of Siam. One was the Her^ 
bert of 800 Tuns, the other the Prudent Marj 
of 400, to frighten the Siamers, but they did 
no Damage to them, and the Siamers treated 
them civilly. 

About the Year 1680, there was one Cmjimh 
tine Falcon^ a Greek by i-iirth, that fomc Years 
before had £hipp*d himfelf Steward of an EngUJh 
Ship at London^ bound to India^ and being or- 
dered for Sianty and finding fome ill Treatment 
on board, he deferred from the Ship, and fled 
to a fmall Village fome Diflance from the City, 
where he amufed himfelf in learning the Sim 
Language. He being a fober, ingenious, and 
induftrious Perfon, foon made himfelf Matter 
of the Language, and ferved as an Interpreter 
' for the Englijh at Court, where he was remark- 
ably taken Notice of, and got a Port there. His 
Behaviour recommended- him to greater Prefer* 
ments, fo that in a very few Years he becaooc 
prime Minifler of State, and behaved himfelf fo 
well in that high Station, that every Thing be- 
longing to the State of the Country prolpercd, fo 
that Siam became the richefl and powerfuleil 
Kingdom in that Part of the World. 

The 
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The Jefuits hearing that one of the Romijb 
CJommunion fat at the Helm of the Siam Affairs, 
and it being a rich Country, brought whole 
Troops of them into Siam^ who got the whole 
Management of Affairs into their Hands, thro* 
the Intercft of the Barkalong^ that being the 
Appellation of firft Minifter. They tickled 
themfelves with the Fancy of bringing the whole 
Kingdom of Siam under the Pope's Jurifdidlion, 
and in jimio 1683, the iirft Year of his Mini- 
ilry, they got the King to fend an Embaffy to 
the King of France^ which Ambaflador came 
alfo to London^ and fettled a Treaty of Com- 
merce for the Englijh that fliould trade in Siam. 

The Jefuiti impofed on the King of France^ 
and made him believe, that if he would fend 
an Embafly to Siam^ that King would leave his 
own Super Aition, and embrace theirs. Accord- 
ingly an Ambaflador was fent, with many va- 
luable French Curiofities, and among them a 
very fine Mafs-book, with beautiful Cuts of all 
the firft Rate Saints in the RomiPj Kalendar. 

On the Ambafiador's Arrival, he was receiv- 
ed with the Refpedt due to his Charadler, and 
when the Prefents were laid before the King, 
according to Cuftom, he feem'd much pleafed 
with their Curiofity, but when he viewed the 
Piftures in the Mais-book, he afked a Jefuit 
who was Interpreter, what they were, who an- 
fwered, that they were the Pidlures of holy 
Men now in Heaven, and fuch as his Brother 
the King of France adored^ and as he defigned 
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an eternal Friendfliip with his Majefty, he hop- 
ed th^t he would alfo adore thofe Piflures, and 
worfhip the Images of thofe Saints, rather than 
thofe Idols that were worfliipped all over his 
Dominions. The King returned Anfwer, that 
the Gods of his Country had been aufpicious to 
them who lived in it for Time out of Mind, and 
as it would be unjufl: and ungrateful to banifh 
thofe Gods that had been fo long very kind to his 
PredecefTors and himfelf, fo he could not turn 
his old Gods off, and take new ones in their 
Places that he did not fo well know, and that 
he would oblige his Brother of France in any 
Thing but that. 

The King of France complimented Mr. Fal- 
con with the Order of Knighthood, and in his 
Letter to him, wherein he recommended the 
French Affairs to his Care, particularly that of 
Religion, he ftiled him loving Coufin and Coun* 
fellor. 

After the Embafly was gone from Siam to 
France^ the Jefuiis thought of nothing but 
bringing the Trade of Siam under the Power of 
the French^ and in order to that, got the King 
to order the building of a ForC on the River's 
Side, oppofite to the Fort of Bencock, a Town 
about 20 Leagues below the City of Stam^ and 
to have it mann'd with a Garrifon of French, to 
be paid by the Exchequer of Stam, and all this 
was granted according to their Mind. 

The Fort is a regular Tetragon, and can 
mount about 80 great Guns. When the Fref^b 
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got Poflcffion, they grew intolerably arrogant^ 
which made the Siamers uneafy^ and murmur- 
ed at the King's Weaknefs, but that was in pri- 
vate, for certain Deftrudtion is the fure Re-* 
ward of talking publickly of any Mifmanage- 
ment of the State, for a King of Siam can no 
more err in Politics, than a Pope can in Mat- 
ters of Faith. 

Yet about the Year 1688, by fome malevo- 
knt Planet that over-ruled his Adions, he 
made a War with his Neighbours the Kings of 
Cambodia and Qmcbin-cbina. He fent an Army 
by Land, and a Fleet by Sea, to carry on the 
War, but was not fuccefsful by Land. How- 
ever, in the Land-army there was a mean Perfon, 
a Citizen of Siam^ who kept a Fruit-ftiop ; he 
had a bold daring Spirit, and behaved himfelf fo 
well on all Occafions, in the Land War, that 
he came to Preferment, and at lafl was made 
Generaliflimo, and then ended the War to the 
Satis&aion of the whole Army abroad, and his 
Prince at home ; but when he brought back the 
Army to Siam^ feeing the King wrapt up in the 
Opinbn he had of the Jefuits Counfels, and the 
Management they had in the Affairs of State, by 
the Q>untenance of the King and his iirft Mini- 
fter my Lord Falcon^ he pick'd a Quarrel with 
the King, and having mofl: of the Army at his 
Devotion, feized his Mafter and put him to 
Death, after the manner of royal Criminals, or 
as Princes of the Blood are treated when con- ' 
vi^ted of capital Crimes, which is, by putting 
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them into a large Iron Caldron,- and poandinp 
them to Pieces widi wooden Peftles, becaute 
none of their royal Blood niuft be fpil'd on the 
Ground, it being, by their Religion, thou^t 
great Impiety to contaminate the divine Bkiod, 
by mixing it with Earth. And after he had 
murdered his Mafter, he fummoned alt the 
Mandareens in the City, to hold a Council in 
Palace. 

My Lord FalcoHy for that was generally his 
Defignation, had by his civil Deportment to* 
wards People of all Ranks and Degrees, £> in- 
gratiated himielf, that he had a ilronger Party 
by far, both in the City and Country, than the 
General; and befides, had all the Fleet at his 
Devotion. Many of my Lord's Friends diflba- 
ded him from obeying the Summons, but to 
raife the Forces of the Qty, and revenge the 
Death of the King, and many Officers of the 
Army that detefted the Regicide would have 
come over to his Party, which at leaft was above 
50000 ftrong, but being infatuate, he was deaf 
to all good Advice, and went to the Palace, 
where as aflbon as had fet his Foot, he was feiz- 
cd by the General's Guards, and beheaded, fo 
the Ufurper took the Sovereignty into his own 
Hands, and at that Inflant was by jure divim 
made an infallible Favourite of Heaven, and die 
Sun, Moon, and Stars, had the Honour to be 
his near Relations. 

Had my Lord Falcon followed his Friends 
Advice, or had Courage anfwerable to his other 
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good Qualities, he had certainly been honoured 
with the Diadem in ^iamy and if he had intro- 
duced Popery in the Place of Paganifm^ he had 
been honoured with a Place in the Pope's Al- 
manack, but his Pufiilanimity made him un- 
worthy of both. 

I had this Account from my Lord's Secretary ' 
Mr. Bajhpool^ who on his Mafter's Death, was 
clapp'd up in Prifon, and lay three Years with 
bis Neck in the Congoes^ which are a Pair of 
Stocks made of Bamboes^ and was never taken 
out, but in order to be feverely whipped, to make 
him accufe rich Men whom the Ufurper had a 
Mind to deftroy, that he might feize their Eftates 
under the Umbrage of Juflice and Law. 

I faw my Lady Falcm in Anno 17 19, and 
fhe was then honoured with the Superintendent 
cy of his Majefty's Confeftionary. She was 
born in Siam of honourable Parents, and at that 
Time much refpefted both in Court and City, 
for her Prudence and Humanity to Nadves and 
Strangers, when they came into Difficulties, or 
under the Weight of Opprcffions from the Offi- 
cers of the Court or City. 

When the Siam Ambaflador returned from 
France and England^ in the murdered King's 
Time, his Mafter, among many other Quef- 
tions, afk'd him if the King of France had any 
Palaces like his at Siam^ for Beauty and Magni- 
tude, and the poor Man unadvifedly told him 
Truth, that in France were many finer, nay, 
that the King of France\ Horfe Stables in Paris ^ 
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exceeded any Buildings in hdia^ which his Ma-< 
jefty took fo ill, that he difgrac'd him, and was 
very near lofing his Head for his telling Truth. 

The King of Siam is as fond of lofty Titles as 
the King of Pegu. Befides his Proximity with 
the heavenly Luminaries, he is a God on Earth, 
in whofe Court are to be found Juftice, Mercy, 
and Benevolence to Mankind, with fuch a Train 
of fenfelefs Hyperboles, and at laft to illuftratc 
all the reft, he is King of the white Elephant, 
a Title that none difputes with him but the King 
of Pegu. 

The King beftows his anniveriary Blefling on 
his People in the Month of September^ when 
he paiTes through the City attended with a nu- 
merous Train of Elephants, among whom is 
the white Elephant, but he is only of a Cream 
Colour, and I have feen feverals at Bangarie^ a 
Village near Jonkceyloan^ as white as him. All 
the Elephants that Day are dreft in their fined 
Trappings, with Drums, Trumpets, Hautboys, 
and other mufical Inftruments making a Noife 
as they go along, but whether it is to divert his 
Majefty or his Elephants, I know not, but I am 
fure the Noife was harOi in my Ears. 

While he is making his Elepliantine Caval- 
cade through the City, the Populace dares not 
look him in the Face, but proftrate on their 
Knees and their Elbows on the Ground, with 
their Hands open and joined above their Heads, 
^nd their Eyes fix'd on the Ground, or (hut till 
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he has paft by them, then they are permitted to 
rife, and look on his back Parts or Side. 

In the Month of Ncrxember he alfo (hews 
himfelf on the River, in a Balkng or Barge of 
30 or 40 Yards long, about two Yards broad, 
and two Foot deep, with a Throne placed near 
the Middle of her Length, about feven Foot 
high, and a rich Canopy over his Head, and 
being feated on the Throne, his greateft Lords 
or Minions lit under the Throne, and about 50 
or 60 Rowers are feated a-fore and be-afc the 
Throne, (cloathed in Carnation coloured Waift- 
coats, with fine Caps or Turbands on their 
Heads) to row or paddle his Majefty wherever 
he orders them, and there are ordinarily above 
1000 other Barges to wait on his Majefty, be- 
fides leveral Thoufands of other common Bal-- 
b/^Sy infi>much that for five or iix Miles, the 
River is covered with Boats, except near his 
Majeft/s Barg^, and there is half a Mile of the 
River clear for his Barge to move in. 

About four or five in the Evening, he goes in 
his Barge to a Temple about three Miles above 
the City, on the oppofitc Side of the River, 
where the Priefts pray for him, and prelent him 
with two Yards and an Half of Cotton Qoth, 
that muft be fpun and woven the iame Day 
that the King comes to receive it. After Sun 
fcts, he eml^ks again (leaving fome royal Gra- 
tuity to the Priefts for their miraculous Prefent) 
and is attended in State to his Palace. 
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His Reafon for honouring the River and his 
People that Time of the Year, is to forbid die 
River formally to flow higher or longer than 
fuch a Number of Inches in Height, or of 
Days in Time, as he fets it ; yet fometimcs it 
difobeys his royal Commands. 

All the Mandareens belonging to the Govern- 
ment, whofe Affair^ require their- Refidencc in 
the City, whofe Numbers generally amount to 
•3000, muft daily attend in the Palace, except 
they have leave to be abfent, and if any one 
trahfgrefles, he is feverely whip'd with fj^t 
[Rottam^ which cut pretty deep into the Flcih, 
and leave confpicuous Marks behind them. The 
greater the Marks appear, the greater Ho- 
nour they take them to be. And the pretty 
Ladies are not exeem'd from the Flagellation, 
for very fmall Faults. And I have fcen fome 
pretty agreeable young Gentlewomen with 
tan Marks on their Backs, which they arc fo 
far from covering, that as they pafs the Streets, 
they expofe their Backs, tho' their Breafts, Bel- 
lies, and Necks are covered with a Scarf, fcem- 
ing to glory in being fo much taken Notkc of 
by the greateft King on Earth. 

The Women in Siam are the only Merchants 
in buying Goods, and fome of them trade very 
confiderably. The Huflbands in general ait 
maint;:ined by the Induftry of their Wives. And 
the Europeans that trade to Siam^ accommodate 
themfelves as they do in Pegu^ with temporary 
Wives, almoft on the fame Conditions too, and 
I it 
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it is thought no Difgrace to have had many 
temporary Hufbands, but rather an Honour 
that they have been beloved by fo many different 
Men. The Cbriftian Priefts cry down that way 
of marrying, and want every Heretic, as well 
as Chrijlian Catholic^ to be tied to fome young 
Lafles of their bringing up ; but the Heretics, 
according to their innate Principles, generally 
continue deaf and obftinate to the grave Advice 
and found Doctrine of the holy Fathers, and 
marry according to the Siam Way. The Ca- 
tholics dare not do fo for fjar of Excommunica- 
tion, but the Siam Wives generally prove the 
moft obedient, loving, and chafte, for which 
Reafon, when the Catholics once go from Siam 
to follow their Biifinefs in other Countries, they 
feldom return to Siam^ but leave their beloved 
Wives a Legacy to the Church, who is a very 
indulgent Mother to her termagant Daughters. 

The Natives of both Sexes go bare-headtd, 
and their Hair cut within two Inches of tp/j 
Skin, and gumm'd, and comb'd upwards, 
which makes their Head feem very big, and all 
in Briftles like a Boar's Back. They are well- 
fhap'd in Body and Limbs, with a large Fore- 
head and a little Nofe, and handfomc Mouth 
with plump Lips, and black fparkling Eyes. 
Their Ears of a moderate Size, but large thick 
Lappets. The Men have but little Hair on 
their Chins, and they are of an Olive-colour, 
but the Women of a Straw Complexion, and 
fome of the Ladies have a little Tindture of red 
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in their Cheeks and Lips, but whether it is na- 
tural or artificial I know not. They are very 
prolific and long-lived, which may be partly 
imputed to their Temperance in eating and drink- 
ing. 

After the Ufurper had fettled himfclf on the 
Throne of Siam^ he ordered the French to de- 
liver their Fort at Bencock^ to an Officer that 
he fent to take Pofleffion of it, but they refuf- 
ed, without firft making Terms for themfelvcs, 
on which he fent a Part of his Army to attack 
it, and threatned every Man's Life that returned 
before it was taken. His Orders were pundhial- 
ly put in Execution, and all the French got, was 
the Honour of dying bravely in the Defence of 
their Liberty. The Fort flands flill undemo- 
lifhed, but no Artillery is in it. 

In Siam they have feveral Ways in punifhing 
Criminals with Death ; for Theft and other 
fuch like Peccadilloes, beheading is the com- 
mon way. For Rebellion or Mutiny, they are 
rip'd up alive, and their Guts and Intrails taken 
out, and their Carcafes woven up in a Twig- 
cafe, and tied up to a Stake for Vultures and 
other voracious Fowls, or Dogs to feed on. I 
faw eighteen one Morning going to be executed 
fo for Mutiny. They were each put on a tri- 
angular Seat, with their Necks and Hands in 
wooden Fetters, and carried by three Slaves in 
Chains 'through the Streets to the Place of Exe- 
cution, but they look'd as if they had been al- 
n)oft flarv'd in Prifon, for they were very mca- 
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gre. Some were weeping, others joyful that 
they were near the End of a miferable Life. 

For Treafon and Murder, the Elephant is 
the Executioner, The condemned Perfon is 
madfe faft to a Stake driven into the Ground for 
the Purpofe, and the Elephant is brought to 
view him, and goes twice or thrice round him, 
and when the Elephant's Keeper fpeaks to the 
monftruous Executioner, he twines his Trunk 
round the Perfon and Stake, and pulling the 
Stake from the Ground with great Violence, 
toffes the Man and the Stake into the Air, and 
in coming down, receives him on his Teeth, 
and (haking him off again, puts one of his fore 
Feet on the Carcafe, and fqueezes it flat. 

In Anno 17 17, the King of Siam made War 
on his Neighbour of Cambodia^ and invaded his 
Country with an Army of 50000 by Land, and 
20000 by Sea, and committed the Care of his 
Armies to his Barkalong, a Chinefe^ altogether 
unacquainted with War. The China Man ac- 
cepted of the Charge with much Rclundtancy, 
but the King would not be denied. The War 
proved unfuccefsful, but Til leave the Particu- 
lars till I treat of Cambodia, and return to Siam^ 
where I had fome Difficulties to meet with. 

In Anno 1719, I went thither with a Cargo 
to difpofe of, expecting to trade on the Footing 
of the old Treaty concluded at London with the 
King of England^ and the King of Siams Am- 
bafTador, in Anno 1684, but on my Arrival, I 
found that Mr. Collet^ Governor of Fort St. 

N 3 George^ 
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George, had cancelled that Agreement by his 
Ambaffador Powny, as I have already obfcrved, 
and the new Conaitions being too hard for mc 
to ftand to, I folicited for Liberty to depart a- 
gain with my Ship and Cargo, which I could 
not obtain in lefs than four Months. 

Collet's Attorney at the Court of Siam^ was 
a Perfian by Birth^ but had come to Siam with 
his Father when very young, and had remained 
about 40 Years Siam. He was as complete 
a Rafcal, as Coi/et could have found for his vil- 
lanous Purpofes, for by falfe Informations to 
the King, he had brought many honeft Men in- 
to Trouble, and fome Treafure into thQ King's 
Coffers. 

When I underftood that he was the Remora 
that had put a Stop to my Commerce, I tried 
if I could remove him by huge Prefents, but all 
to no Purpofe, for it I traded, it mufl: be on the 
Sclitrn^e laid down by Co//ety by the Negotiation 
of Pou'72y, who kept one Collifon as his Refident 
at SiCitny to confult and inform the Perjian of 
the bcft Mcihc ds to ruin the Englijh Traders 
that had noi Colic f% Letters of Protedtion. 

This Per/km, (whofe Name was Ota Sennc- 
?'iH) and I, were dilcourfing one Day of my 
Affairs in the Indnjian Language, which is the 
eilablifhed Language fpoken in the MoguPs large 
Dominions, and among other Things, I was 
I'lying down to him the Difficulties that might 
attend the King of Siam's Trade, carried on 
fiom Merjee to Fort St. George, becaufc if the 
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reft of the Englijh Colonies were forbid trading 
with Siam^ they had juft Caufe to forbid his 
5abje<fts to trade to Fort St. George^ or any 
where elfe, and that other Troubles might a- 
rifc to the King's Affairs,* by thus impofing on 
:he King, who was ignorant of the Confequences 
.hat might follow in breaking the Agreement 
nade in England^ without fo much as once gi- 
nng Warning to the Englifh Colonies of other 
Parts of India. 

He anfwered me, that the King of Fort St. 
George could beft give me an Anfwer, who was 
ibie to protedt the King of Siam's Trade thither, 
md that his Majefty had no other foreign Trade 
3ut yapon^ that he valued, and the Englijh had 
no Trade that Way to difturb his Mafter's 
Commerce, and that if I did not comply with 
:he Agreement made by Foivny in Collet's Name, 
[ might go away when I could. 

I told him that I had a mind to fee the King, 
md would make him a Prefent of a thoufand 
Dollars, if he could find Means to introduce 
tne to his Prefence. He anfwered me, that- 
the Englifh had not good Manners enough to be 
admitted into the Prefence of fo great a King, 
and therefpre I ought not to exped: to appear 
before him, and for fear I (hould have made 
Application to fome other Court Favourite to 
introduce me, about two or three Days after 
our Confabulation, I heard that there was a 
Proclamation publifhed, all over the City, that 
no Foreigner fliould dare to approach within 
N 4 fuch 
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fuch a Diftance of the King's Palace, under 

very fevere Penalties. 

About a Week after I had a Summons to ap- 
pear before a Tribunal, to anfwcr to an Indift* 
mcnt of Ipeaking Treafon of the King. I knew 
myfelf innocent^ and appeared at the Time ap- 
pointed, which was about Eight in the Morn- 
ing. The Court was held in a large, fquarc, 
oblong Hall, open on all Sides. About Nine the 
Judge came with fome Thoufands of Attend- 
ants, and as he pafTed by me to take his Place, 
he viewed me very narrowly, as I did him with 
much Attention. He was a Man of a middle 
Stature, about 50 Years of Age, of a pleafant, 
but grave Countenance, and had a quick fpark- 
ling Eye. He fpoke to my Interpreter to bid 
me have a Care of my Tongue, left I fliould 
prejudice myfclf in anfwering to intricate Qucf- 
tions. I thanked him for his Admonition, and 
told him, Word to the Wife was Jiifficiefit. 

Having placed himfelf, he ordered my Indidt- 
ment to be read, which was accordingly done, 
and in about half an Hour's Time it was ended. 
He afk'd me by my Interpreter, if I undcrftood 
what was libelled againft me. I anfwered. No. 
He then bade the Interpreter inform me of the 
Meaning of each particular Paragraph, as they 
were read a fecond Time with Deliberation, 
and having heard my Impeachment, which 
was grounded only on my faying, 7 bat the 
King had been impojed upon^ I thought fit to 

deny 
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leny all, and put my Advcrfary Oia Sennerat 
o prove that I had (aid fo ; but, by the by, I 
bund, that faying the King of Siam was capable 
)f being impofed on, is rank Treafon. 

The Judge chofe out of the Affembly two 
Procurators for each of us, and there were no 
'mall Debates for three or four Hours, Whether 
T not a Stranger^ who was ignorant of the Laws 
}f Siam, could come under the Penalty anncxei to 
''be TranfgreJJion of their Laws, when they were 
Woken through Ignorance, and not with Dejign ; 
3Ut my Antagonift at laft carried it in the Aff- 
irmative, tho* the Judge feemed to incline to- 
wzxAs the Opinions of my Advocates. 

Then the Judge put Oia Sennerat to prove 
ivhat I was accufed of, and he produced two of 
bis own Servants, who ftood at fome Diftance 
when were difcourfing of my Affairs ; but my 
Advocate challenged the Laws of Siam for their 
[nfufHciency, for that Law admits not of a Ser- 
jeant's Teftimony, either for or againft his Matter. 
Then he proferred to bring an undeniable Wit- 
Qcfs againft me, who was the only Perfon with 
us when we difcourfed, and that was Collifon^ 
who was prefcntly fent for, and being fet by my 
Adverfary, the Judge afk'd him by the Inter- 
preter, if he was prcfent at fuch a Time, when 
Oia Sennerat and I were in warm Difcourfe. 
He aniwered. He was. He then interrogated 
him, if he had heard mc fay in my Difcourfe, 
that the King had been impofed on. He affirm- 
ed he had, on which I perceived a Cloud over- 
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tpmA the Judge's Countenance ; and many 
others^ who had come to hear the Trial, Teem- 
ed forrowful. 

After a litde Paufe, the Judge, by the In- 
terpreter, afk'd me what I had to fay to Oa/ff- 
fOff% Evidence- I anfwered, that I had litdc 
Knowledge of him, but that he might be an 
honeft Man, or otherwife, as his Intereft led 
hib^. All continued mute for a little Space, 
and I broke the Silence by deliring the Judge to 
afk Colli fon in what Language I held that DiA 
courfe in with Oi^ Sennerat^ which the Judge 
did, and was anfwered, that he did not well 
know, but that he believed it was in the 
duftan Language. I begged the Judge to afk 
him if he underdood that Language, and he did 
fo. ColUfon^ after fome Paufe, anfwered. No. 
Then the Judge afk'd him angrily, and with an 
Air of Difdain, how he could come in as an Evi- 
pence of Words fpoken in a Language that he did 
not underfland, and he fimply faid. That he 
thought I had faid fo, at which the whole Crowd 
gave an Huzza, and clap'd their Hands, and 
ieemed joyful. The Judge reprimanded Ota Sen- 
nerat for putting him and the Court to fo much 
Trouble, and complimented me on my fafe De- 
livery, and fo departed feemingly well fatisfied; i 
I had two Britijh Gentlemen that accom- 
panied me all the Time of my Trial. One was 
Commander of a fmall Ship from Bengal^ called 
Mr. Alexander Dalglijl\ and one Mr. "Jobn 
Saunders^ who was fecond Supercargo under mej 

and 
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and when the Judge came, fome Executioners 
followed him with their Inftruments of Death, 
to put the Sentence in Execution afToon as the 
Judge pronounces it. Our Debates held fo long, 
that it was near Eight at Night before we got 
Home. Had I been caft in my Procefs, my 
Head had been a Sacrifice to my Adverfary's Rc- 
fentment, and my Ship and Cargo to the much • 
injured King, and to fum up all, my Ship's Com- 
pany had been the King's Slaves. On my re- 
turning Home victorious, I had the Congratu- 
lations of all my Friends, particularly the C/6y- 
nefe Merchants, whofe Lives and Eftates might 
have been endangered by the like villanous In- 
formations. 

My Adverfaries being fliamefuUy difappoint- 
ed in that Projed:, had one more to try their 
Skill in, and that was to bring me in for Piracy; 
for, about four Years before, Mr. Harrifbn^ 
then Governor of Fort St. George^ had fent a 
Ship to Amoy in ChAna^ and fome China Mer- 
chants having taken Goods and Money, to the 
Amount of zooooTayals^ or 6700 Pounds 
when the Term of Payment came, they eloped, 
and the Supercargoes could have no Redrefi, 
which made them give Orders to the Captain of 
the Ship to make Reprifals, which they did on 
a large Jonk belonging to the Barka/ong of Siam, 
which Jonk they carried with them to Fort St. 
George, and which Faft my Adverfaries fixed 
on me, tho', at that Time I was in Arabia or 
Perfia^ which I preferred to prove by fome 

Makometan 
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Mahometan Merchants that faw me there ; but 
all that I could alledge would have been inef- 
fedlual, if I had not accidentally found feme 
Chinefe who belonged to the Jonk when (he was 
feized, and who knew both me and Captain 
Jones^ who was the Captor, and fo it never 
came to a Trial. 

It being high Time for me to get from Siam 
at any Rate, I applied myfelf to my Judge for 
his Affiftance, and carried a Prefent ot four 
• Yards of fcarlet Cloth, and fome Pieces of Surat 
Goods, to the Value of 20 L. in all. He re- 
ceived me very courteoufly, and promifed mc 
his Affiftance, but would accept of none of 
my Prefents. At laft on my preffing him to 
take it, he accepted of the fcarlet Cloth, but 
would not touch any of the Surat Goods, tho* 
they were very fine in their Kind, but recom- 
mended me to two Officers more, whom I muft 
addrefs to make my Requeft be the eafier grant- 
ed, and he told me, that thofe Surat GooAs would 
ferve to make them my Friends. I took his 
Advice, and in three I>ays had my Clearance, for 
paying about 200 L. for my Ship's Meafur^, 
(an Impofition of Mr. Co/let's) and fo I fell down 
to Bencock^ where, according to the^S/^/vCuftom, 
I was obliged to put my Guns afliore, before I 
could go up to the City. I lay there four or 
five Days before Orders were fent to deliver my 
Guns, which, aftbon as I had got on board, and 
mounted, I told the Officer that delivered them, 
to give my Service to Oia Sennerat^ and tell him. 
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that if the King's three Jonh arrived on this 
Coafl this Seafon, he would hear farther from 
me by them. 

By that Time I was clear at Bencock, Captain 
JDalglei/h arrived there alfo, in order to proceed 
to Bengal. He had fallen into the Trap laid by 
CoUet^ and had paid Meafurage and Cufloms^ 
befides the ufual Prefents to the Court, accord- 
ing to the old Conflitution, but he could not get 
ready to go fo foon out of the River as I, other- 
wife I defigned to have brought fomc Troubles 
on Sennerat^ if not on Collet and Pownefs Affairs 
atSiam^ but Captain Dalgleijh being fUll in their 
Power, tied my Hands. 

Siam Bar is only a large Bank of foft Mud, 
and, at Spring-tides, not above ten or eleven 
Foot Water on it. It is eafy getting into it in 
the South- weft Monfoons, becaufe, in two or 
three Tides, with the Motion the Ship receives 
from the fmall Waves and the Affiftance of the 
Wind, ftie Aides thro' the Mud. My Ship drew 
thirteen Foot, and we had not above nine on the 
Bar when we went into the River, but coming 
out with the North-eaft Monfoons, the Sea be- 
ing fmooth, we are obliged to warp out with 
Anchors and Halfers, and, if the Ship draws any 
confiderable Draught of Water, we are fome- 
times two Springs in warpbg over, but, at 
twelve Foot Draught, I got over in four Tides. 

And now, having given fome particular Ac- 
counts of my Obfervations on and in Siam^ I 
will alfo give fome general Remarks, and begin 

with 
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with the Fertility of the Country, which, on that 
Point, is inferior to few (if any) in the World. 

There are but two Parcels of Mountains to 
be feen in the Places that I palTed thro', and 
they lie between Eaft and North-eaft from the 
City of Odia^ about ten Leagues diftant, and 
they produce good Timber for Building, and 
Agala-wood for Perfumes. They have alfi) 
Mines of Iron, Tin, Lead, Silver and Gold, but 
they are all entailed on the Crown, who has the 
fole Benefit of them. They breed vaft Numbers 
of wild Deer, which are hunted and killed for 
the fake of their Skins, which they yearly fend 
to Japon. 

The Plains produce all Sorts of Grain nccef- 
fary for animal and human Suftenance. They 
plentifully bear as good, if not the beft Oranges, 
Lemons and Limes in the World. Their Ri- 
vers fupcrabound in Fifli of feveral Species, very 
good in their Kind. Their Villages are nume- 
rous, and well inhabited with Artificers and Pfca- 
fants J but there are but five walled Towns in 
all the Siam Dominions, and Odia is one of them. 

They have Abundance of wild Animals in 
their Woods, fuch as Elephants, Rhinocerofes, 
Leopards and Tigers, and tame Cattle, as Bul- 
locks, Buflalocs and Swine, in Abundance about 
their Farms. Temples and Priefts are more 
numerous here, in Proportion to the Laity, than 
in any Country I ever law out of the Dominions 
of Portugal. Their Tal/apoys or Priefts are di- 
llinguilhed from the Laity by a cinnamon or 

orange- 
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orange-coloured Cloke which they wear, they 
again differing among themfelves by diftinguiih- 
ihg Badges, by which they know their Degree 
and Dignity. Their Heads, Beards and Eye- 
brows are kept clofe (haven. They are forbid- 
den Marriage or meddling with Money, and if 
any of the Priefthood is convifted of Inconti- 
nency with Women, he is burned for it alive, 
and, if only fufpedled and brought to a Trial, 
he is degraded and banifhed. 

They have Sermons or LeAures four Times 
in a Moon, the Gates of the Temples being fet 
wide open, and the People meet in good Order. 
Their Sermons confifl: in recommending moral 
Duties to the People, and Charity towards one 
another, but particularly to the Church, by 
which Adts it fubfifts ; and, after the Prieflb 
Bcnediftion, every one goes to an Image, and 
kiiTes it, or bows to it, and marches off in good 
Order. They have Morning and Evening Prayers, 
and fmg Anthems. They vifit the Skk, and pray 
for the Dead, and accompany the Corps to the 
funeral Pile, and fing Obfequies. They go to 
Weddings, and make Sacrifices for the Profpe- 
rity of the Bridegroom and Bride, but have no 
Hand in joyning them together. 

Marriages are there made up by Parents or 
near Relations, without the Confent of the Par- 
ties to be married, for that Realon they are com- 
monly married very young; but, if they arc 
come to the Years of Dilcrction or Maturity, 
then the Spark gets fome female Friend to ac- 
quaint 



quaint his Miftrifs with bis Paffion for her^ and if 
fhe will permit a Vifit from him, the Bargain is 
as good as made. The civil M^^ftrate \idth 
them officiates the Prieft's Part with us, and when 
once they are married, they feldom fue for a 
Divorce, which is very hard to procure, except 
in Cafe of Infufficiency in the Man, or Barren- 
nefs in the Woman; for Adultery, in either 
Party, is not reckoned infamous ; and Fornica- 
tion is either allowed or tolerated. 

The Children are carefully educated in Schods 
by Priefts fet apart for that Service, and it is 
rare to find a Siamer but who can write. After 
Schooling, they are put to fuch Callings as fait 
beft with their Genius and Quality : And there 
is generally a reciprocal Harmony between Pa- 
rents and Children. The Children are obedient, 
and the Parent indulgent. In Childhood and 
Youth the Parent furnifties the Child with what 
is ncccflary, and in old Age the Child fupplies 
all the Wants of his Parent, as far as he is able. 
In Mai riai!;cs they make no Account of Conian- 
guinity, tai thcr than between Father and Daugh- 
ter, Mother and Son, and Sifter and Brother ; all 
other I Agrees arc lawful. 

And now it is Time to fteer my Courfc to 
the Southward again as far as Qimbodia. Coaft- 
ing along Shore, the tirft Place we meet with is 
Bj':ij/i\\ a Piaec not frequented by Strangen, 
iho* it ptixiuces much Agala and Sapcn*woods, 
and Ulephanis 1 ceth ; but all are lent to the 
King, whoj for all his gmdy Titles, yet iloops 

to 
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to play the Merchant. I fuppofe he makes Ufc 
of Trading in Honour of his Kinfman Mercury^ 
who fuperintends Merchandizing, but was never 
reckoned a fair Dealer, and in that Point the 
King is nearly related to him : But Bankafiy is 
famous, chiefly for making Ballicbdng^ a Sauce 
made of dried Shrimps, Cod-pepper, Salt and a 
Sea Weed or Grafs, all well mixed, and beaten 
up to the Confiftcncy of thick Muftard. Its 
Tafte and Smell are both ungrateful to the Nofe 
and Palate ; but many hundred Tuns are ex- 
pended in Siam and the adjacent Countries. 

Bankafiy River lies but 4 or 5 leagues to the 
Eaft ward of Siam Bar, and there are two Iflands, 
called the Dutch Iflands, where great Ships are 
obliged to ftay in the South- weft Monfoons, 
when they cannot get Water over the Bar thai 
bears oflF it South-eaft and by South, about nine 
Leagues diftant. 

• I obferved before, that the Company fent the 
Herbert and another Ship from England in Anno 
1685. and in 1686. as the Herbert lay at thofe 
Iflands, one Captain Udal, who commanded her, 
died, and the fuccceding Captain carried his 
Corps afhorc, aud buried it in a pretty deep 
Grave. Two Days after, fome of the Ship's 
People going afliore, hud the Curiofity to go and 
fee the Grave. When the y came near, to their 
great Wonder, they faw the Corps ftrip'd of its 
winding Sheet, and fct upright againft a Tree. 
It was afterwards put again into the Coflin, and 
buried in the fame Grave, with a Quantity of 
Vol. II. O heavy 



194 ^^'^ Account 

heavy Stones on it, and next Day they came to 
the Grave, and found it opened a fecond Tunc, 
with the Corps (landing upright againft another 
Tree, fo they made faft fome Stones to it, and 
carried it a pretty Way into the Sea, and buried 
it in the Water, where it remained undifturbed 
This ftrange Refurrcition left Room for various 
Conjedtures, but the mod probable feemed to 
be, that fome Sorcerers took it up, and put it 
in that Pofture, whilfl they, by tneir Sorceries 
or incantations, interrogate it about futureEvent^ 
and received Anfwers thro* human Organs. The 
Matter of Fadt I have heard often affirmed by 
feveral who were there at the Time and faw it, 
which made me enquire, if any People in &im 
ufed to enquire about future Events after that 
Manner, and I was told that they did. 

The Coafts of Liampe and CJbiampo are the Ter- 
ritories of Siam^ but for 50 Leagues and more 
along the Sea-fhore, there arc no Sea- ports, the 
Country being almoft a Defart. It produces 
good Store of Sapan and Agala-woods, with 
Gumlack, and Sticklack, and many Drugs that 
I know but little about. 
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CHAP. XLVIIL 

Qives an Account ^/^Cambodia itsTrade^ 
alfo of a late JFar brought into their 
Country by the Siamer, and the ill 
Succejs they had. 

XH E firft Sea-port to be met with is 
Ciipangfoap^ a Town in the Dominions 
xhodia. It affords Elephants Teeth, Stick- 
ack and the Gum Cambouge or Cambodic ; but 
there is no free Commerce allowed there, with- 
Mt a Licence from the Court of Cambodia. 

The next Place is Ponteamafsy a Place of pret- 
ty good Trade for many Years, having the Con- 
veniency of a pretty deep but narrow River, 
i^hich, in the rainy Seafons of the South-weft 
ifonibons, has Communication with Banfack or 
lambodia River, which Con veniency made it draw 
foreign Commerce from the City of Cambodia 
lither ; for the City lying near 100 Leagues up 
Jie River, and moft Part of the Way a conti- 
lual Stream running downward, made the Na- 
vigation to the City fo long and troublefom, 
:hat few cared to trade to it, for which Reafons 
Foreign Commerce chofe to come to Ponteamafs^ 
Liid it flourifhed pretty well till the Year 17 17. 
iiat the Siam Fleet deftroyed it« 

O 2 When 
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When the Siam Army and Fleet threatncd 

Cambodia^ the King knew his Inability to with-* 
iland the Siamers^ fb the Inhabitants that lived 
on his Borders had Orders to remove towards 
the City of Cambodia^ and what they could not 
bring with them, to deftroy it, fo that for fifty 
Leagues the Country was a meer Defart. He 
then addreft the King of Coucbin- cbirta for AP 
^liftance and Protedlion, which he obtained, oa 
Condition, that Cambodia fhould become tribu- 
tary to Coucbin-chim^ which was agreed to, and 
he had an Army of 1 5000 to aflift him by 
Land, and 3000 in nimble Gallies well mann'd 
and equip*d by Sea. 

The Siam Army by Land was above double 
the Number of the Cambodians and Couchin-cH^ 
nefe in Conjunftion, and their Fleet above four 
Times their Number. The Land Army find- 
ing all the Country dcfolate, as they marched 
into the Borders of Cambodia^ foon began to be 
in Diltrels for want of Provifions, which obliged 
them to kill their Carriage Beafts, and their 
Elephants and Horfcs which they could get no 
Suftenancc for, and the Soldiers being obliged 
to eat their Flefli, it being a Diet they had never 
been ufed to, an epidemick Flux and Fever 
feized the whole Army, fo that in two Mondis 
one Half was not left, and thofe were obliged 
to retreat towards their own Country again, 
with the Cambodian Army always at their 
Heels. 

Nor 
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Nor had their Navy much better Succcfs, for 
they coming to Ponteamafs^ fent their fmall 
Gallies to plunder and burn the Town, which 
they did efFeftually, and, of Elephants Teeth 
only, they burnt above 2CO Tuns. The Ships 
and Jonks of Burden lying in the Road, above 
four Miles from the Town, the Coucbin- chine fe 
taking hold of that Opportunity, attacked the 
large Veflels, and burned feme, and forced 
others afliore, whilH; their Gallies were in a nar- 
row River, and could not gome to their Aliift- 
ance till High- water that they could get out. 
ThtCoucbin-cbinefe having done what they came 
for, retired, not caring to engage fuch a fupe- 
rior Number, and xkit Siamers fearing Famine 
in their Fleet, fleered their Courfe for Siam with 
pifgrace. In Anno 1720. I (aw feveral of the 
Wrecks, and the Ruins of the Town of Pon^ 
teamafs. 

• JThe City of Cambodia ftands on the Side of 
the great River, about 50 or 60 Leagues from 
Ponteamaji by Land, or by Water in the South- 
weft Monfoons. The Country produces Gold 
of twenty one CaraSls line, raw Silk at 120 Dol- 
lars per Pecul^ Elephants Teeth at 50 to 5c 
Dollars for the largeft. The finall are of di^. 
ferent Prices. They have alfo much Sapan- 
wood. Sandal-wood, Agala-wood, Sucklack, 
and many Sorts of phyfical Drugs, and Lack 
for Japaning. They are very defirous of having 
a Trade with the Englijh ; but they will not fuf- 
fer the J)utcb to fettle Fadlories in their Country. 

O 3 Pco- 
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Provifions of Flcfh and Fifli arc plentiful and 
cheap, and are the only Things tnat may be 
bought without a Permit from the King. I 
have bought a Bullock, -that weighed between 
4 and 500 Weight,- for a Spanip Dollar j and 
Rice is bought at Eight Pence per Pecul^ which 
is about 140/^. but Poultry are fcarce, becaufe 
the Country being for the moft Part woody, 
when the Chickens grow big, they go to the 
Woods, and (hift for themfelves. Tigers and 
wild Elephants are numerous in Woods, and 
there are alfo wild Cattle and Buffaloes, and 
Plenty of Deer, all which Animals every Body 
is free to catch or kill. 

There are about two hundred TopaJJes^ or 
Indian Portitgueze fettled and married in Cam^ 
bodia^ and fome of them have pretty good Pofts 
in the Government, and live n;reat after the 
Fafliion of that Country ; but they have noPriefts, 
nor will any venture to go among them, for in 
Anno 1710. a poor Capuchin went there to of- 
ficiate, and fimllng one of the toppingell of his 
Congregation to have two Wives, ordered him, 
by virtue of his facerdotal Power, to put one of 
them away,but hisParifhioner would not obey in 
that Point, which made the Pricft ufc the Wea- 
pon of Excommunication againft him, which 
the other took in fuch Dudgeon, that he knock- 
ed his fpiritual Guide's Brains out for his un- 
feafonable Severity. Since that Time they 
wrote to Siam and Macao in China for fonic 
more ghoftly Fathers, but not one will go, tho* 
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perhaps they might have the Honour of dying 
Martyrs. 

They all of them have fmall Penfions from 
the King, but too narrow to maintain them, 
fo they go to the Woods with Fire-arms, and 
kill wild Elephants for their Teeth, which they 
fell to Foreigners ; and their Way of killing 
them is very Angular, for they form a Piece of 
Iron like a Slug, and the foremoft End is made 
fharp. In the Woods grow certain Trees with 
a thick Bark of a violent poifonous Quality. 
They drive the fharp End of the Slug into the 
Bark, and let it ftay a rtiort Time in it, then 
put the Slug into their Gun charged with Pow- 
der, and coming near the Beaft, fire the Slug 
into its Body. The Elephant being thus wound- 
ed, flees from the Man, but the Man keeps 
Sight of it for a fmall Space of Time, and then 
it drops down dead. 

And with the fame poifoned Slugs they kill 
Cattle and BufJaloes, for their Tongues. This 
fubtile Poifon has alfo another ftrange Quality, 
that if Men become hungry or thirfty, (as they 
often do in the Woods) they fqueeze a few Drops 
of it on a Leaf of a Tree, and they licking the 
Leaf, it gives immediate Refrefliment ; but if 
the Skin be broken, and the Juice touch the 
Part, it proves mortal without Remedy. 

When I arrived at Ponteamajs^ an Officer 
came on board, who could fpeak a little Portu-- 
gueze. He brought a Prefent of Rcfrefhments 
along with him, and advifed me to fend to the 

O 4 King, 
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King, to give him an Account of my Arrival, 
and acquaint him that I deiigned to trade with 
his Subjefts by his Pcrmiflion, which I did, 
and in twelve Days, received an Anfwer that I 
might, but defircd me to fend fomc Perfon up 
with Mufters of my Goods, that he and his Mer- 
chants might fee them, and fent two Pertu- 
gueze for Interpreters, one to ftay with me on 
board of my Ship, while I ftaid, and the other 
to accompany the Perfon I deiigned to fend to 
him with the Mufters. On their Arrival I dif- 
patch'd my fecond Supercargo, with an Equip- 
page of 25 Men, well armed with Fuzeesand 
Bayonets, with two fmall Bales of Mutters, and 
Prefents for the King, with Inftrudtions to let 
me hear from him once a Week by an Exprds, 
if no other Opportunity offered. • 

After he arrived at that City, he had a large 
Hoiife allowed him for the Accomodation of 
him and his Retinue, and had ftore of Pro- 
vil.ons lent him, and many Folks of Diftindlion 
vifitcd him, but ten Days part before he could 
fee his Majcfty, who at laft received him in 
great State, fitting on a Throne like a Pulpit, 
with his Face veiled below his Eyes, and after 
many gracious Speeches, fome whereof were per- 
tinent to my Purpofc, but many not, he gave mc 
Liberty and Encouragement to trade. 

I had ftaid above three Weeks in Expcda- 
tion to hear from my fecond Supercargo, but 
cojld get no Account from him. I begin- 
ning to be uneafy, got an Exprels to carry 
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Letters to him, and ordered him to fend it back , 
with as much Speed as was pofTible, but had 
the Mortification to find he had been ftop'd at 
the City. I was extremely uneafy for want of 
Advice, what was become of my People, and 
the approaching of the South- weft Monfoons, 
which would have made that Coaft a Lee-fliorc, 
and would have oblig'd me to take Sandluaryin 
one of their Harbours for five or fix Months, 
was not certain whether I was in a Friend*s or 
an Enemy's Country. In this Labyrinth I con- 
tinued a Week, and at laft refolved to depart 
by a certain Day, and leave my People to come 
after me to Malacca^ if they were alive and at 
Liberty. The Goods I had fent up with them, 
would have been fufficient to have hired a Vef- 
fel to carry them thither. I told my Refolution 
to my Interpreter, and that I (hould be obliged to 
carry him and fome more of the King's Subjedte 
along with me as Hoftages for the civil Treat- 
ment of my People at Cambodia. He feemed 
furprized at my Refolution, and got a Perfon to 
go to the City in all hafte to give an Account of 
my Impatience and Defign, who returned in 
fourteen Days, about two Days before my Term 
was expired, that I had fet for my Departure* 
There accompanied him three Portugueze^ who 
brought me Letters from my fecond Supercar- 
go, that he had taken leave of the King, and 
was coming to me with all hafte, and in three 
Days after the Portugueze came, he arrived 
with all his Retinue, with a Letter of Compli- 

meot 
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ment to me in the Portugueze Language, and" 
one diredlcd to the Governor of Bombay^ to in- 
vite the Englijh to fettle in his Country, and to 
build Fadlories or Forts in any Part of his Do- 
minions to protcd Trade, 

The Reafon v^hy he kept us fo long in Suf- 
pence, was that he vtrould enter into no Corre- 
ipondence with us, without the Knowledge and 
confent of his Guardian the King of Coucbin^ 
china^ who at laft confentcd to allow us Com- 
merce both in Cambodiay and in his own proper 
Dominions, but that the Siamers had deftroyed 
the Country where they had been, and they had 
nothing ready for Barter with my Cargo then, 
but in a Year or two they would be provided. 

When the King bcftows his Favour on any 
Pcrfon whom he has a Mind to honour, whicn 
he never docs without a confidcrable Prcfent, he 
prefcnts the Pcrfon with two Swords to be car- 
ried always before him when he goes abroad in 
public, one is the Sword of State, and the other 
of Jullicc. All People that meet him when 
thofc Swords arc carried before him, muft give 
him Place, and falute him by a fet Form of 
Words, but if he meets with another Court 
lV?inion, then they compare the Dates of their 
Pf.tchts, and Segniority takes Place, and mull 
be firft fainted. Whcrtvcr thofe Mandarcens 
go in the Country, they hold Courts of Juftice, 
both civil and criminal, and they have the 
Power of laying on Fines, but they are paid into 
the King's 'ficafury j but in capital Crimes, his 

Sen- 
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Sentence Is Law, and ipeedy Execution follows 
Sentence. 

The Cambodians are of a light brown Com-* 
plexion, and very well (hap'd, their Hair long, 
and Beards thin. Their Women are very hand- 
fome, but not very modeft. The Men wear a 
Veftment like our Night-gowns, but nothing on 
their Heads or Feet. The Women wear a Pet- 
ticoat reaching below the Ancle, and on their 
Bodies a Frock made clofeand meet for their Bo- 
dies and Arms, and both Sexes dreis their Hair. 

I law none of their Prielte, but underftood 
from my Interpreter, that they worfhip the fame 
Gods that are adored in Siam. They wor£hip 
the great God under the Name of Tipedab^ and 
Prow Prumb^ and Praw Pout^ are his Sons* 
The Church fubfifts by Free- will-offerings, and 
their Pricfts are not much refpeded, being gene- 
rally chofen from among the lower Sort of the 
Lsuty. 

llie Kingdom of Laos borders on Siam^ Cam^ 
bo£a^ Coucbin-cbina^ and Ttmquin. It produces 
Gold, and raw Silk. Elephants Teeth are 
fo plentiful, that they (lake their Fields and 
Gardens atx)ut with them, to keep out wild 
Hogs and Catde from deftroying their Fruit and 
Corn. They are all Pagans in Religion. 

The Natives of Lms are whiter jn Comple- 
xion than their circumjacent Neighbours. I faw 
fome of them at Siam^ of both Sexes. Their 
Women were litde .inferior to Portugueze or 
Spanijh Ladies. 

* I There 
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There are feveral Mands that lie off the Cooft 
of Cambodia^ but none are inhabited, becaufe 
the SaleeterSj or Pirates that infeft that Coaft, 
rob them of what they get by Pains and Induf- 
try, tho' there is one about three Leagues Weft 
of Ponteamafs^ called Slyadroly that has good 
Qualifications for a Settlement, It is about 
three Leagues long, and one broad. Wood 
and frcfli Water are plentiful, the Ground of a 
moderate Height, the Soil black and fat, except 
along the Eall Side which faces Ponteamafs^ and 
that has feveral fine fandy Bays, and they arc 
good fafc Harbours in the rainy and windy Sea- 
ions, 

About 30 Leagues Eaft-fouth-caft from Pa«- 
teamaji, is the Weft Entrance of Cambodia River, 
generally called Bocca de Carangera. The ftial* 
loweft Place in the Channel in going in, is four 
Fathoms, and within it deepens to Twenty in 
fome Places. The North Entrance is broader, 
but much ftiallower, and lies about ten Leagues 
cTiilant from the Weft Channel, but is little fre- 
quented. Between Ponteamafs and the River, 
are feveral fmall uninhabited Iflands. Pulb- 
fanjang is the largeft, and confifts of a Cluftcr 
of eight Iflands, which form a pretty good Har- 
bour. Pullo-ubi is the Eaftmoft, and affords 
good Maftsfor Shipping. 

FuIlO'Condore is the largeft and highcft, com- 
pofed of four or five Iflands. It lies about 15 
Leagues South of the Weft Channel of Cambodia 
River. Pulh-cmkre had once tlie Honour of 
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an Engtijh Colony fettled on it, by Mr. jlllan 
Ketchpoky mjlnno 1702, when the Fadory of 
Chufan^ on the Coaft of China^ was broke up, 
he being then Diredor for Affairs of the Englijh 
Eajl'hidia Company in thofe Parts, 

He made a bad Choice of a Place for a Co- 
lony, that Ifland producing nothing but Wood, 
Water, and Fifh for catching. He got fome 
Maccqffers to ferve for Soldiers, and help to 
build a Fortification, and made a firm Contra(3: 
with them to difcharge them at ]the End of 
three Years if they were minded to quit his Ser- ^ 
vice, but did not perform what was contradted, 
which was the Caufe of his own Ruin, and the 
Lofs of the Colony, for thofe Eaftem Defpera- 
does are very faithful where Contradls and Co- 
venants are duly obferved when made with them^ 
but in Defailiance, they are revengeful and cru^L 
Mr. Ketchpok having detained the Maccajfers be- 
yond their Time of Agreement, ftill entrufted 
them with the Guard of his own Perfon and the 
Garrifon ; and they taking the Opportunity of 
the Night, when all the Englijh were in tlieir 
Beds, who lodged in the Fort, they inhuman- 
ly murdered them all. There was fome Noife 
made by thofe who were awake,, which a few 
who lodged without the Fort hearing, took the 
Alarm, and ran to the Sea-fide, where kind Pro- 
vidence diredted them to a Boat ready fitted with 
Oars and Sails, which they imbarked in, and 
put ofif from the Shore, and were not a Stone's- 
throw off, till the bloody Villains on the Shore 
I were 
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were in Qucft of them. So thofc in the Boat, 
with nn^uch Fatigue, Hunger, and Thirft in 
failing, and rowing above loo Leagues, got to 
fome Place of the King of Johore's Dominions, 
where they were treated with Humanity. The 
reverend and ingenious Doftor T^ound^ was one 
of thofe thatefcaped, and Mr. Solomon Uoyd (an 
old Acquaintance of mine) was another. 

There were two Harbours, or anchoring 
Places, at Pullo-condorey but neither of them 
good. One at the North-caft End, they were 
forced to ufe in the South-weft Monf(x>ns, the 
other on the Weft-fide for the North-eaft Winds, 
the Bottom of which is rocky, and therefore 
dangerous for loiing Anchors and Cables, yet 
that was the Place chofen to build their Fort 
on, but fince a Factory was thought neceflary 
to be fettled on that Coaft, I wonder why they 
chofe thcfe Iflands, rather than ^adrole which 
I mentioned before. 

The City of Cambodia is reckoned to lie loo 
Leagues up from the Bar, and the River fiU'd 
with low Iflands and Sand Banks. The Coun- 
try of Laos is about 40 Leagues farther up, but 
what Navigation is ufcd above the City of Cam- 
bodia^ is done by fmall rowing Vcflcls, and the 
River being one of the longcft in the World, 
employs great Numbers of thofe rowing Boats. 
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CHAP. XLIX. 

Treats of Couchin-china, and Tonquin, 
their Kellgtoriy Laws and Cujioms. 

COUCHIN^CHINA is only divided 
from Cambodia^ by the River, v^hich in 
fome Places is three Leagues broad. It is a 
Country far larger than Cambodia^ and much 
richer, and the Inhabitants more couragious and 
hardier for enduring Fatigues in Labour or War, 
than the Cambodians^ but are not fo converfable 
and civil to Strangers. The Couchin-cbineje 
draw one half of the Cuftoms and Taxes raifed 
in Cambodia by Commerce and Merchandizing, 
but they give little Encouragement for Strangers 
to trade with them. Their Country abounding 
in Gold, raw Silk, and Drugs, they bring them 
to Cambodia, to difpofe of there, except what 
they fend yearly to Canton in China ; and I have 
fcen fome of their Jonks trading at yohore and 
Batavia. 

Their Religion is Pagan after the Ci)ina Way, 
worfhipping the fame Gods, after the fame 
manner as the Chineje do. Their Laws are fe- 
vcre and bloody for Crimes of Trcafon, for not 
only the guilty Perfon fufitrs a painful Death, 
but the Relations within the Bounds of Confan- 
guinity fuffer Death alfo. Their Cities and 
Towns are divided into Wardfhips, and at the 

Ends 
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Ends of each Street are railed Gates, placed to 
confine cath Ward within its own Limits, 
Thefe Gates are iliut and lock'd every Night, 
fo that they have no Communication by Nighti 
but if a Fire breaks out in one of the Wards, its 
whole Inhabitants are cut oiF except the Wo- 
men and Children. 

There are but few Cbriftians tolerated in Cm- 
cbin-cbina^ yet there was (and perhaps is) a 
French Pricft in great Eftcem among them, but 
St is capital for any other Pried to be found in 
their Country. This Frenchman kept a Corre* 
fpondcnce by writing, with Mr. Cwie Bi^opof 
Siam^ and he having a Relation ot the Danger 
Chrijlian Pricfts were in there, made tlie old 
Zealot half-mad to get thither, to receive the 
I IoMDur of Martyrdom, and had he been honeft 
in his JVomifcs to me (which was only not to 
piotcd any <;f my fugitive Seamen at Siam) I 
would have favoured him with a Paflage to 
Cawhodia^ from whence he might have eafily 
gon': to };ct tliat glorious Crown. 

CoHchin-china lus a large Sca-coaft of about 
700 Miles in lixicnt, from the River of Cam- 
hdia^ to thill i^iambiv, iind it has the Con- 
vcnicrncy rjf many good ILirhours on it, tho' 
they aic not frequented by Strangers; and along 
tin: liuft Coiilt it is very deep, for in feveral 
riac es I founded the iJcpih, and found between 
60 i nd Ho Fathoms within half a League of 
the Slioic, 

There 
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There are feveral Iflands on this Coaft. Thofe 
nearefl the Shore are not dangerous. Pullo-fecca 
de Terra^ lies moft Southerly, and neareft the 
Shore. It is uninhabited, and looks only like a 
Parcel of fcorch'd Rocks, without either Tree, 
Bu(h, or Grafs to be feen on it, I part within a 
Mile of it, and it lies about a Mile from the 
Shore. Pullo-fecca de Mare^ and all the Chain of 
Iflands that ftretch from the dangerous Shallows 
of Paracel^ are rather to be accounted Rocks 
than Iflands. Pullo-cambir lies about 1 5 Leagues 
oflf the Shore, near the Paraceh. It is uninha- 
bited, tho' pretty large. Pulh-canton lies near 
the Shore, and fo do the Iflands of Cbampello^ but 
there are no Dangers lie off from them. There 
arc ftrong Currents that run to the Southward 
in the North-eaft Monfoons, which makes Pi- 
lots take Care to keep near the Couchin- china 
Coaft, for fear of being driven among the Pj- 
racels^ which are a dangerous Chain of Rocks, 
about 130 Leagues long, and about 15 broad, 
and have only fome Iflands at each End. There 
are feveral Inter-currents among thofe Rocks, 
but no known Marks to keep clear of Dangers 
by ; yet I knew an Englijh Ship from Surat^ that 
drove accidentally through them, and neither 
knew nor law their Danger till it was over, when 
they unexpededly fawtheCoafl: of Coucbin-cbina. 

In Anno 1690,. a Portugueze Ship was lofl: on . 
one of the Northermofl: Iflands of the Paraceh^ 
and all were loft but three or four Perfons who 
fwimm'd aihore. There were many Pieces of 

-Vol II. P the 



a I o A New Account 

the Wreck followed them, and fome Caniftcrs 
of Flour were accidentally thrown afliorc, 
whereby they were fupported. They built an 
Hut of what Timbers and Boards they could 
ufe for that Purpofe, and they found fome frcfli 
Water in the Caverns of the kocks, and in one 
Place they built a Ciftern to fave the Rain-Wa- 
ter for the dry Seafon. They took Sea-Wccdg 
and mix'd with Mud, that they found about 
the Coaft of the Ifland, and placing that Mix- 
ture in a convenient Part to retain the Rain- 
Water, they fubfifted by that Means a dry Sea- 
fon. Their Food was Sea-Fowls, and Tortdfis 
which frequented that Ifland in great Numbers. 
In three Years they all died but one, and h 
Anno 1 70 1, a Ship ho\inA io Maccao^ comiog 
near the Ifland againft their Will, feeing 
the Figure of a Man waving his Hands over 
his Head, they had Compaflion and fent their 
Boat to the Ifland, and were aflonifhed to find 
the Perfon to be one of their own Countrymen, 
and much more when he told them his Mis- 
fortunes, and how long he had been alone on 
that Ifland. They clothed him and fed him, 
and carried him to Maccao^ where I fkw him 
in Anno 1703, and had the Account from hii 
ov/n Mouth. 

But it is 1 une to return back to Couchhi cbind^ 
which about three f)r lour Centuries ago, v^as 
but a Provijjce of Tonfjuin, at leaft the* \wm 
both under the Donwnion of one Kiij^, v^bo 
dying without Ifllic, divided the Govcrnnient of 

his 
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his Dominions between a Brother and a Sifter of 
his, whom he very much efteem'd for their 
good equalities. He ordered his Brother to refide 
in Coucbin-china^ and take Care of Affairs there, 
while the Sifter took Care of the Government of 
Tanqtiin^ but to have a Meeting once a Year to 
confider and confult of Matters for the good of 
the State. 

The Lady being young, thought fit to ftiarry, 
and the Harmony of State foon ended by the 
Marriage. The Hufband grew ambitious, and 
wanted the Government wholly in his own 
Hands, but carried fair with his Brother-in-law, 
and one Time talking with the Queen of the 
* Ncccffity of uniting both Kingdoms into one, as 
formerly, and that of Right both belonged to 
her, as being pofTeft of the moft ancient and 
Aoble Kingdom, and that in order to get both 
Kingdoms into her Hands, he would find a Wiay ' 
to cut off her Brother, without Sufpicjon of their 
bring acceffary to it. The Queen feeming to 
approve of the Defign, privately let her Brother 
: know his Danger ; being then at the Court of 
I Tonquhy fhe advifed him to pretend to go a 
1 hunting for a few Days, but to make what hafte 
. he could unto his own Government, where he 
ftiight be fecure from Confpiracies on his Life ; 
i which Advice he followed, and got fafe into 
» Couchin-china^ and calling a Council of his No* 
1 bles, related the whole Affair to them. 

The Couchin-cbinefe took the defigned Injury 
i to their Prince, fo ill, that from that Time they 

P 2 renounced 



^l^ A New Account ^ 

renounced all Friendfliip and Commerce with 
*the TonquinerSy and the River ^aminn \xwg 
made the Bounds of Tonquin Dominions to the 
Southward, and of Coucbin-cbina to the North- 
ward, they both raifed Armies of 40 or 50000 
Men each, and they continue ftill facing one 
another, the River lying between them, and 
nothing of Adlion has happened all this while 
If any Coucbin-chinefe happens to flee from the 
Juftice of hisown Country, to the Tonquiners^ 
they receive him kindly, and treat him civilly, 
but if a Tonquiner fall under the fame Circnm- 
ilances, and go for Sanftuary to the CoucbiH' 
chinefe^ he is condemned to Slavery, and fo muft 
continue cill he gets a Pardon from his own 
Court, and pay his Ranfom. 

T onquin is the next Kingdem I muft ftecr to 
of Courfe, where the Englijh and Dutch both 
had their Factories, but th& Englijh Company's 
Affairs being a little out of Order, they widi- 
' drew theirs in January 1698, and the Dutch 
finding but little Advantage by their Trade in 
TonquWy withdrew theirs about fix Years after. 
However, the Englijh had a private Trade pretty 
good till the Year 1719, that an Englijh Ship 
from Bengal ruin'd it by an Adt of Violence. 

The Ship being laden and ready to . fail, fell 
down the River from Catcheo, the capital City of 
Ton^^uiny and in Defiance to the known Laws of 
the Country, the Supercargo got a Tonquin Giri 
on board, in order to carry her with him, but 
her Friends miffing her, informed the civil Ma- 
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^iftrate, who fent to demand her, but the Super- 
rargo would not refign his Miftrefs; whereupon 
\6ts of Hoftility enfued, and fome were killed on 
3oth Sides, and Captain Wallace who com- 
manded the Ship, had the Fortune to be one of 
lie Slain ; however, the Englijh bravely carried 
3fF their Prize, but I never heard any more of 
:he Tonquin Trade fince. 

Tonquin is bounded with Couchin-china on the 
5outh, Laos on the Weft, ^uanfi^ a Province of 
^ina on the North, and the Ocean on the Eaft. 
rhe Country is orodigioufly fruitful in all 
rhings ncceflary f^fthe Conveniency and Sup- 
>ort of Life. ^ 

It produces Gold and Copper, but neither of 
hem fine. They have Abundance of raw Silk, 
nd manufadlure Part of it in wrough^ Silks, 
mt none fine. Their Baaz is the beft, which 
hey generally dye black. It wears very long, 
)ecaufe it is foft and well fpun, and the oftner 
t is waftied, the Colour looks brighter, if blacker 
nay be fo called. They make Bowls, Cup$, 
tnd Tables of Rottans^ and cover them very 
leatly with Lack of divers Colours, and gild 
:hem. They have alfo fome Porcelline^ but 
jexy coarfe and ill painted. And thofe are the 
I^mmodities for Exportation from Tonquin. 

There is a great Chain of impaflable Moun- 
:ains, that run from the Sea above 1 50 Leagues, 
long the Confines of ^anji and ^lichnvy Pro- 
nnces of Chinay which fecure tonquin from any 
[nvafions that may come that Way from China, 
P 3 and 



114 w Account 

and thofe Mountains arc cx)vcred with thick 
Woods well ftock'd with wild Elephants, Tigers, 
and l^eer, but the Ufe or Oftentation.of training 
up tame Elephants, is not much minded in Ton- 
quin^' nor in China. 

The Chrijlian Religion is ftridtly forbidden to 
be preach'd in Torquin^ yet there are fomc 
Chnjiiaijs of the Romijh Chucch there. Their 
own Religion is Pagan^ according to the Doc- 
trine of China. And they have a Tradition, that 
many Ages ago, Tonquin and Cauchin-cbina were 
both Provinces of C^im. 

The Tonquiners ufed to be very defirousof 
having a Brood of Europeans in their Country, 
for which Reafon the greateft Nobles thought it 
no Shame or Difgrace to marry their Ehughters 
to EngliJ/j and Dutch Seamen, for the Time they 
were to ftay in Torquin^ and often preiented their 
Sons in Law pretty liandfomly at their Departure, 
cfpecially if they left their Wives with Child, 
but Adultery was dangerous to the Hufband, for 
they are well verfed in the Art of poifoning. 

The Men and Women are both well fhap'd, 
and tolerably beautiful, but of a low Stature. 
The Maids keep their Teeth very white, till ihcy 
have loft the Blue of their Plumb, and then they 
dye them as black as Jet, with the Juice of a 
certain Herb which they hold in their Mouths 
for three Days fucceffively, and the black Tinc- 
ture continues ever after ; but while that Juice is 
in their Mouths, they dare not fwallow their 
Spittle, it being of a poifonous Quality. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. L. 

Gives fome Accounts of the ReUcriojiy 
Lawsy Cujiomsy Commerce^ Riches^ 
Cities y Temples y Gods mid GoddejJ'cSy 
Prieftsy Militmy Forces^ Produce^ 
and Manufa^oriesy &c. of China. 

TH E Ifland of Aynam lies in the Bay of 
Tonquin^ and not above 1 2 Leagues di- 
ftant from its Northern Confines. The Ifland is 
large, being about 1 80 Miles in Length, and 
1 20 in Breadth. It was formerly under Ton- 
quin, but at prefent a Part of the Dominions of 
China. Its greateft Produdt is Salt, and is not 
frequented on account of Trade. There is no 
Paffage for VeflTcls of Burden, between it and 
the Continent, being fo full of dangerous Banks 
and rapid Currents. The mid Lands feem very 
mountainous. The Eaft and South Sides are 
low, but clear of Danger. About two Leagues 
from its Shores, is from 20 to 25 Fathoms 
Water. 

The next Courfe 1 fteer, is into ^anjiy the 
Southermoft Province of Clnna^ and as yet has 
not been brought to acknowledge the Tartar 
Domination. It admits of no Commerce either 
with Foreigners or Cbinefe^ that are under the 
Tartar Government, but on all Occafions com- 
mit Adts of Hoftility on them, and are fo bold 

P 4 and 
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zrA ccuragious, that one of their little Gallics 
attack four of the Emperor's, r.nd make 
lijtm fiec before them, for they give Quarter to 
Tionc that bear Arms under the Tartar Prince, 
li.ey call the Emperor. The Country is fruit- 
ful zrid populous, and produces much raw Silk 
and Drug:, futh as China Root, Gallingal^ &c. 
It h^LS cc Leagues of a Sea-coaft, and is bounded 
bv the Limtccco Iflands, and Canton River. 

CuKtcn or ^mtung (as the Chine fe cxprcfsit) 
is the next rriaritimc Province j and Maccaiv^ a 
Ciiv bjilt by the Pcrtr^ffueze, vv;s che firft 
V-^dZ't rf Commerce. This Cny liands on a 
fmali L!and, and is almoft luiroi.'ndcd by the 
Sea. Towards the Land it is defended by three 
Ccftlcs built on the Tops of low Hills. By its 
Situation snd Strength by Nature and Art, it 
was once thought impregnable. Indeed their 
Icdutifil Ch:;rchcs and other Buildings, give us 
?. reflecting Idea of its ancient Grandeur, for in 
the Forcj>art of the feventecnth Century, ac- 
coniing to the Chrijlian JF^ra^ it v^as the grca- 
icft Fort for Trade in India or China. 

T lie largeft Brafs Cannon that ever I fuw are 
rr:ounted in proper Batteries about the City. I 
n.c ifiired one (amongft manyj out of Curiofity, 
rnd found it 23 Foot from the Breech to the 
JVIi^b King, mm Inches and a Quarter dia- 
Bore, and it was 12259 Rotullaes 
It of ibiKi. Metal. 

£m) tains ||e Churches, but the Je^ 
dedicated to St. Paul. 

It 
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It has two Convents for married Women to re- 
tire to, when their Hufbands arc abfent, and 
orphan Maidens are educated in them till they 
can catch an Hufband. They have alfo a Nun- 
nery f6r devout Ladies, young or old, that are 
out of Conceit with the Troubles and Cares of 
the World. And they have a SanSla ' Cafa or 
the holy Houfc of the Inquifition, that frightens 
every Catkolick into the Belief of every Thing 
that holy Mother Church tells them is Truth, 
whether it be really fo or no. 

The Forts are governed by a Captain-general, 
and the City by a Burgher, called the Procu-- 
radore^ but, in Reality, both are governed by a 
Cbinefe Mandereen^ who refides about a League 
out of the City, at a Place called Cafa Branca. 
The Porttigueze Shipping that come there, arc 
admitted into their Harbour, and arc under the 
Protedlion of the Town ; but the Chineje keep 
the Cuftom-houfe, and receive Cuftoms for all 
Goods imported. % 

That rich flourifliing City has ruined itfelf 
by a long War they made with Timore^ as I 
have oblerved before. They exhaufled their 
Men and Money on that unfuccefsful Project of 
Domination, fo that out of a Thoufand cre-» 
ditablc Houfe-keepers that inhabited the City 
before that War, there are hardly fifty left ; and 
out of forty Sail of trading Veflels, they have 
not above five left, fo that in the whole City 
and Forts, there are computed to be about two 
hundred Laity, and fix hundred Priefts, and 

about 
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about fifteen hundred Women, ahd many of 
them arc very prolifick, for they bring forth 
Children without Hufbands to father them. 

In Anno 1703. I was bound from Stirai to 
jimoy, and off the Maccoa lilands, in the Month 
of Augujly I met with a fevere Hurricane. Wc 
had vifible Signs of an approaching Storm before 
it came, the Air was in great Agitatiori by much 
Lightning continually flafliing, but no Thunder 
nor Rain. We prepared for its coming from 
Noon to Sunfct, making every Thing in the 
Ship faft, bur Yards lowered as low as conve- 
niently they could be, and our Sails made hit 
with Coils of fmall Ropes, belides their ufutl 
furling Lines. At Nine in the Night it laid our 
Ship's Gunnel under Water, and I wifli'd our 
Main-maft had been away, whkh about Ten 
was effeAed, and it carried our Mizzen-maft 
along with it. On its going over board our 
Ship came to Rights a little, and her lee Gun- 
nel was clear of the Water, but much Water 
getting down at the Hatches, we had five Foot 
Water in the Ship, and no Poffibility of getting 
it out by pumping, for our Main-mafl break- 
ing in the Partners of the Upper-deck, difablcd 
both our Pumps. About Midnight we had 
cleared the Ship of the Main and Mizzen-mafh, 
by cutting the Rigging that kept them faft to 
the Ship. By this Time the Wind had fhiftcd 
from North-eaft to South-eaft, and had rather 
increafed than aflwaged, and thofe two Winds 
had put the Sea into violent Motions ; however, 

wc 
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got our Ship before the Wind, but broach- 
too brought her Head almoft to the Sea, 
ich met her fo violently, that it broke quite 
r the Ship, carrying away our Fore-maft and 
tfplit, two Anchors from the lee Bough, 
ee great Guns of twenty two Hundred each, 
:h our Pinnace and Yole. We foon cleared 
felves of the Anchors, by cutting the Cables, 
I, before Day, we were quit of our Fore- 
ft and Boltfprit. About Eight in the Mom- 
the Storm abated, and at Ten I called over 
Mufter-roll, and found none wanting, but 
ween feventy and eighty bruiled and wounded, 

were carefully drefled by our Surgeons, and 
recovered. The Sea continued turbulent, but 
having two fpare Top- mafts, rigg'd them up, 

1 having faved our Mizzen-yard and Enfign- 
iF, fitted them for Yards, to which we bent 
Is, and flood towards the Land, and, before 
vas dark, anchored near ibme Iflands called 
% llbos de Viados by the Portugueze. Next 
jming we had much Trouble to get our Long- 
it out of the Ship. It was about 10 Tons 
Burden, and ftrongly built ; but, after four 
mrs Labour we put it into the Sea, and fent 
iftiore to try if we could get a Pilot, but found 

Body on that Iflandj however, they met 
th two Pieces of Mafts of fmall Veffels that 
d been caft on the Iflands, and thofc they 
Dught with them, which did us very great 
rvice in bringing us to ,the Maccao Iflands, 
gdch were about 1 5 Leaguits from us. 



220 New Account 

We kept the Boat founding the Depths before 
the Ship, till we got about 8 Leagues on oor 
Way, and anchored in good oazy Ground, on- 
der an Ifland that kept the rolling Seas from fif- 
turbing us, and in the Morning, by break of 
Ifey, we difpatched the Boat in Queft of Jfehf- 
cao^ and to bring us Pilots. Before Night tbq^ 
landed at the City, and next Day returned with 
a Pilot and a Jmk to attend us, and, in two Days 
more, the Pilot brought us faife to an Anchcr 
in Teipe ^eberadoy z very fecure Hace for Ship- 
ping to ride in. It is about four Miles from the 
City of MaccaOy where I found a Company 9iip 
called the Canterbury ^ commanded by Captain 
Kingsford^ who had come from jfnwy in Mmb^ 
and could not reach the Streights of Malacca, 
fo was forced to pafs the South- weft Monfoons 
in this Harbour. 

I went to the City, and applied myfclf to the 
Captain General and the Procuradore for Aflift- 
ance, and they made large Promifes. I addrcf- 
fed each of them with a Prefcnt of foarlet Cloth, 
and 5«rtf f Atlafles, which they thankfully re- 
ceived, but foon after I found they were in no 
Condition to affift me. They indeed defigncd 
to compliment me with fome frefti Pfovifions, 
but had not Interefl: enough with the Cbina Man- 
dereeu to get Liberty to fend them on board of 
my Ship. 

Nor would he fufFer any Body to fuj^ly mc 
with Neceflaries, till he received Orders from 
the Cbontock or Vioc-roy of Canton. That Inci- 
vility 
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vility prelaged but ill Succefs to my Affairs there ; 
however, I went and paid him a Vifit, and 
prcfented him with a Silver Salver and a Piece 
of Atlafs on it, both in Value about 45 Tayals^ 
or 1 5 X«, SterL which he received, and made an 
Apology for his prohibiting Commerce with my 
Ship till he had received Advices from the Vice- 
roy. 

He treated me with Tartarian Tea, which 
I took to be Beans boiled in Milk, with fome 
Salt in it, and it was ferved in wooden Diflics, 
as big as Chocolate Cups. When our Regalia 
was over, I took Leave, and he loaded me with 
feir Promifes, and fent after me a Prefent of an 
Hog, two Geefe, a Goat and fome Wheat 
Flour, and a fmall Jar of SamJheWy or Rice 
Arrack. 

Having nothing to do till the Vice-roy's 
Orders came, I went among fome Iflands to find 
a Watering-pkce, and, on a pretty high Ifland 
about a Mile long, and half as broad, I iaw a 
fine clear Stream trickling 'down the Face of a 
Rock, about half a League from our Ship. I 
ordered my Men to fill about 20 Tuns of it, 
and being clearer than we had before, we made 
Ufe of it for drinking and boyling Rice. About 
ten Days after we had made Ufe of it, all my 
Men were afFeded with a violent Head-ach, 
anH, among the reft, myfelf, which was a Dif- 
temper I never had been troubled with before. 

I began to fufpedt that the Water might be 
the Caufe, and ordered a large Copper-pot to be 

filled 
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filled with it, and to boil one Half of it away^ 
and fet the reft to cool a Day and a 
which was accordingly done, and, on pourii^off 
the Water, I found about a large Handful of a 
dark gray Salt at the Bottom, a (harp xaSar 
^voury Tafte, which made me empty what re- 
mained of it into the Sea ; but there was an high 
large Ifland about two Leagues from our Ship, 
that had many Springs of Water, which I tried, 
and found it to be good. 
' One Day I was difcourfing with a Portuguezt 
Phyfician of the Quality of the Water we firft 
ufed, and he told me, that mofl of the Springs 
in China had pernicious Qualities, becauiethc 
fubtcrraneous Grounds were ftored with Mi- 
nerals, as Copper, Quick-filver, AUom, Too- 
thenague, (Sc. and the Springs running thro' or 
near thofe Mines, the Water becomes afFedcd 
with their natural Qualities, which was one 
Reafon why the Chineje boil d all their Water 
before they drank it, and as the Boiling caufcs 
the Spirits of the Water to evapoi^ate, they ufcd 
Tea to infufe new Spirits in the Place of the old, 
fo that it was more out of Neceffity than Choice 
that the Chinefe drank fo much Tea, tho' they 
do not drink it half fo ftrong as generally we do 
in Europe. 

It was near a Month after my Arrival before 
the Vice-roy's Order came to fettle my Affairs. 
They had reprcfented to hhn, that our Ship was 
a Wreck, and by the Laws of the Country, flic 
fell to the King j but the Vice-roy diftrufting 
I the 
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the Report of the Cbinefe^ lent a French Gentle- 
man tQ bring him true Accounts of our Condi- 
tion, and what Merchandize we had to difpoie 
oiF. When the French Man came on board, I 
entertained him civily, and gave him a Sight of 
the Mufters of our Goods and their Quality, and 
we had fiflied up fome fmall Fir-trees, which we 
had converted into Mafts and Yards. 

On the French Man's Return, and giving the 
Vice-roy an Account of what he had feen, he 
feemed amazed at the falfe Information he had 
fmcci Maccao^ and ordered the Hapoa or Cuftom- 
matter to go and take an Account of our Goods, 
and take the Emperor's cuflomary Dues, and 
give me a free Toleration to trade. Accordingly 
the Hapoa came, and brought three Merchants 
along with him to buy our Goods. When they 
came on board, they were furprifed to fee fo 
large a Ship, with fo many Guns, having forty 
mounted, and fuch a Number of Men, I having 
above an hundred and fifty. I Tainted the Hapoa 
with fome Guns, and treated him with a Din- 
ner after the European Faihion, and gave hin[> 
good Store of Wine to wafh it down ; but he 
lik'd Canary beft, and drank of it till he was well 
fluftercd. Then he ordered the Length of the 
Ship to be meafared on the upper Deck, and the 
Breadth at the Main-maft, and departed. 

Next Day I weat to vifit him, and carried 
him a Prefect as cuftomary. In our Difcourfe 
he told me, that he had brought a very honed: 
Man along with him^ who fpake. the Portu- 

gueze 
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gueze Language, and that he muft be my 
tcrpreter at Maccao, and buy all my Provifions 
fpent in the Ship, and on my Table afhore, and 
that he had alfo brought three Merchants to agree 
for my Cargo, all Men of Subftance, I anfwcr- 
ed, as to the Buying Provifions, I had no Oc- 
cafion for any, and for making a ContraA with 
thofe Merchants, I had no Mmd to it, becauie 
I defigned to carry my Cargo to Canton in fmall 
yonks^ and vsrhen I arrived at Canton with my 
Goods, and had enquired into the Market, it 
vtonld be Time then to make Bargains. He 
leemed to be angry that I was not direded by 
him, and told me, that he had taken much 
Pains to ferve me, but that I flighted his Service. 
I anfwered, that being a Stranger, I might be 
allowed to walk cautioufly till I had informed 
myfelf of the current Prices of Goods, and the 
King's Duties to be paid on them, but t ffiould 
always have a great Regard to his Friendfliip, 
He alledged that there was great Danger m car- 
rying Goods between Maccao and Canton^ be- 
caufe there were many Pirate VeflTels in the Way, 
belonging to ^anji^ and that neither the Em- 
peror nor the Vice-roy could be accountable for 
what Robberies might be committed by thefc 
Pirates. I replied, that I defired none to an- 
fwer for fuch Lofles, but would be very glad to 
meet with thofe Scar-crows, that I might have 
an Opportunity to make a Prefent of fome of 
them to the Vice-roy, 

2 V/hcQ 
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When he found that none of his Arguments 
prevailed, he gave Orders to have my Goods put 
on board of fmall Jonks^ and that I might put 
five Men of my own in each Boat for a Guard, 
and ordered one of his Merchants to accompany 
me in that which I went in, fo that we were 
twenty five Europeans well armed, in our little 
Fleet. We took the inland Paffage, which was 
the neareft, and failed by feveral Iflands on both 
Sides of us. I kept in the headmoft ^onk^ and a 
good Officer in the Sternmoft ; and every Veflfel 
we faw, they told us they were Pirates. I an- 
fwered them, I wanted to be near them, but I 
could not perfwade them to fleer towards them. 

After we had failed about 1 8 Leagues from 
Maccao^ we came to a fmall City called "Janfan. 
The Teytock or Governor fent me a Compliment, 
and invited me afliore 3 but I excufed myfelf, 
becaufe the Wind was fair, and I was in Hafte 
to be at Canton. About five Leagues above jfan-- 
fan^ we entered into a Canal cut thro' a li^rge 
Plain of Corn-fields, where we faw many large: 
flat-bottom'd Boats built to breed Ducks, which 
they bring up for Sale, and to weed the Rice 
Grounds for Hire. They have three or four 
Stories over one another, where are the Ducks 
Nefts. On the uppermoft they fit and hatch 
Eggs, In the others they lodge all Night ; and 
it is wonderful to fee what Order and Oeconomy 
thofe Ducks keep ; for fome old Drakes (on the 
Winding of a Whifl:le) drive all the younger No- 
vices into the Water, fome going foremoft to 

Vol. II. CL. fl^cw 
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fhew the Way, while others take Care that 
none loiter behind. There is a fmall Port niade 
about a Foot high from the Water, and a Piece 
of Deal Board laid in it, whofe other End lies 
in the Water on a gentle Defcent, that fcr?ci 
them for a Bridge to go out, and come in at, 
when they are out about Service. The Mailer 
goes in a fmall Boat among the Rice Ground^ 
(for that Grain always grows among Water) and 
winding his Whittle, they all follow his Boot, 
and fall to their Work, to deftroy Frogs and 
fmall Fi(h, with the Weeds that would hinder 
the Growth of the Corn. About Noon he windi 
his Whittle again, on which they all repair oo 
Board of their own Veflel in good Order, feme 
of the old Drakes bringing up the Rear, whflft 
others guard the Bridge, to take Care that no 
Stranger Ducks enter with their own Tribe j and 
when all are in, the old Guardians enter alfo and 
take their proper Potts. 

Sometimes when two or three of thole Boats 
are emplf ved in one Field, and their Ducks 
mingle, and feme young Novices, which do not 
underttand their proper Matter's Whittle, chance 
to come in Company to another Boat, and 
would enter with the reft, the old Guardian 
Drakes foon fpy them out, and beat them away 
from the Bridge, and on no Account will thqr 
fufler them to enter, more than an eftabliftcd 
Company will admit Interlopers to enter into 
their Trade. 

Between 
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Between y an/an and Canton^ which is about 
twenty Leagues, there are many pretty Villages 
ieated in the Plains, and the Peafants bring 
Fifli, Fowl, Eggs, &c. Eatables to fell at very 
moderate Prices ; and there are alfo fome fmall 
h^h Towers built on high Grounds. The 
Reafbns why they were built I could not be 
informed of by my Companions, but the Foot 
of their Coverino; is hung; round with Pieces of 
of Glafs of feveral Sizes, fo near, that, with a 
Imall Gale of Wind, they beat againft one ano- 
ther, and make a pretty agreeable Noife. 

When I arrived at Canton the Hapoa ordered 
me Lodgings for myfelf, my Men and Cargo in 
Haung or Inn belonging to one of his Merchants, 
where none but the French^ who had then a 
Fadtory there, had Liberty to vifit me ; and 
when I went abroad, I had always fome Ser- 
vants belonging to the Haung to follow me at 
a E'^ance. 1 had ftaid about a Week, and 
found no Merchants came near me, which made 
me fufpcift, that there were fome under-hand 
Dealings between the Hapoa and his Chaps, to 
my Prejudice, but I could not be informed what 
they defigned. At length, one Night I had 
fapp'd in the French Fadtory, and began to make 
my Complaint to Mr. Petcbbertie the Chief, of 
the ftrange Method I was treated in, that all 
Merchants flmnned my Company, but for what 
Reafon I knew not. He wink'd on me to fol- 
low him into his Bed-chamber, and, (hutting 
the Door, he told me, that thofe three Mer- 
Qj2 chants^ 
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^hants, or rather Villains, Linqua^ Atiqua^sA 
Hemjkaru} had paid to the Hapaa 4000 T^ajak 
for the Monopolization of my Cargo, and that 
no Merchant durft have any Commerce with 
me but they ; but withal advifed me to cany 
fair with them, and bargain with them on what- 
foevcr Terms they would allow me. 

Accordingly I had a Meeting with my Chaps, 
and, in my Difcourfe, I told them whatdtt 
current Price was in Town for every Specia 
of my Goods, and defired to know what they 
would give. They feemed furprifed tliat I knew 
the Market, and would fain have known who 
had informed me of the Prices, but I defired to 
be excufed on that Point, and to proceed to bid 
for themfelves. My Cargo confifted in Cotton, 
Putchock or Radix dulcis, Rofamalla or liquid 
Storax, and Surat coarfe Chints, which, accord- 
ing to the current Market, would have come 
to 14000 Taya/s, but they would not come with- 
in 80 per Cent, of the Market-price, 

I finding myfelf infulted, had a Mind to wait 
on the Vice-king, who rcfided at a Town called 
SacboWy about 20 Miles up the River, and, in 
order to go thither, I ppplied myfelf, by the 
AlTiftance of the French Linguift, to a Mande- 
reen called the Chwnpin^ for Licence to go to 
SackoVi)^ and for his Letter of Recommendation 
to the Vicc-roy. The News of my being with 
the Chwnpin alarmed the Hapoa and my Mer- 
chants, who found no Way to impede my going 
but fcizing any Linguift that fliould ferve mc 

cither 
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either in Canton or in my Journey ; and accord- 
ingly, as I was going next Day to receive my 
Letters, and the French Linguift along with nie, 
he had a fmall Iron-chain thrown over his Head, 
(a Cuftom that is among the Cbinefe when they 
arreft a Man) and he was dragged before the 
Hapoa^ and was accufed of aflifting the French 
in running Goods on board of their Ships, for 
they had two lying at Whampoa^ a Village about 
four Leagues below the City. The poor Man 
was kept in Prifon as long as I ftaid at Canton^ 
and his Imprifonment fo terrified others, that I 
could get none to ferve me, but whom thofc 
Villains of Merchants recommended to me, and 
none durft ferve me as Linguift. 

I finding no Remedy, but Patience, to my 
difturbed Mind, was forced to comply with the 
unjuft Impofitions of the Hapoa^znA fo ftruck up 
a Bargain at the villainous Merchants Rates, but 
to receive Silver for my Goods ; and after I had 
delivered them, I defired to fettle Accounts, and 
to have my Money according to Contradt. They 
made up a large Account of Charges, as 3000 
Tayals for the Meafurage of my Ship, 1 000 for 
Liberty to buy Mafts, Cordage and Provifions, 
and loooTayals for Prefents to fomc Mandereeniy 
and then they told me, for what remained I 
fhould have Goods at the current Price of the 
Market, tho' I was obliged to take them be- 
tween 40 and 50 per Cent, higher. They made 
me pay 1 3 T^ayah per Cheft for ^a^n Copper, 
which I could have bought for 9 Tayak^ and 

Q 3 for 
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for CJoim Copper I was charged ten and an half, 
which 1 bougnt at Maccao tor fevcn, feme Fir 
MaAs that I cheapned for 60 HayaU they made 
nic pay 250. It was the Middle of Janum 
1704. before I had ended my Accounts witn 
them, and I wanted Permiffion to goto Maccao^ 
but that I could not have. They put mc oflF, 
fiom Day to Day, about a Week. At length I 
vifited the French Chief, and he frankly told mc, 
that they would not let me go till I laid out 
10000 Ttdyah of Silver with them, which they 
were informed I had on board of my Ship, and 
that my Merchants had told him fo. I anfwer- 
cd, that being bound to Amoyy I had Bills on 
Merchants there for near that Sum, which, with 
my Goods had been fufficicnt to have loaded my 
Ship there, for which Reafon I had brought no 
Silver with me i but 1 found there was no End to 
their Villainy, and therefore 1 would go without 
Leave, if I had it not in three Days. He told 
mc of many ill Confcquences that would attend 
violent Courfcs; but I anfwered him, that I 
could no longer bear their Inlults, and, if I had 
not my Pcrmiflion in three Days, I would run a 
Muck^ (which is a mad Cudom among the 
Mallayas when they become defperate) and that 
I thought twenty five Men well armed, were 
futFicicnt to go off by Violence, when by fair 
Means they could not obtain it, that being the 
laft Remedy, what Blood might be fpilt in the 
Adlion, the Iloloa and his Chaj\s would anfwcr 
to the Emperor for, wlio, no Doubt, would en- 
quire into the Caufc. I 
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I then bade farewel to all the Gentlemen of 
the French Fadory, and left a Prefent of fifty 
Royals for the Linguift that lay in Prifon, and 
came Home to my Inn, and acquainted my 
Men with my Resolution, who unanimoufly 
approved of it, promifing to live and die with 
me, and immediately we new cleaned our Arms, 
and new loaded them with Powder and BaU^ 
which the Servants of the Haung taking Notice 
of, went and informed my Merchants what we 
had been doing, and that we look'd briiker than 
ufual. The Merchants went to the French Chief, 
to fee if he knew what Defign we had, and he 
frankly told them all that I had told him. They 
immediately acquainted the Hapoa^ who forth- 
with fent us a Permit for ourfelves and Goods, 
and next Day I departed with twelve of my 
Crew, and fome Goods, leaving the reft to fol- 
low with the reft of my Goods and Mafts. 

In three Days we got to Maccao^ and got all 
Things in Readinefs to fail. There were two 
Portugueze lay in Tiepe-^ueberado waiting for 
me to accompany them for fear of a French 
Cruifer of 32 Guns, that had been at Manila. 
One Mr. Burno commanded her, who had made 
his Brags to the Spaniards^ that he would bring 
all the Englijb and Portugueze that were bound 
from Ckina to the Streights of Malacca^ into 
Manila^ and make a Prefent of our Ships to the 
Spaniards^ whk:h frightned the Portugueze. One 
was a Ship of two and twenty Guns, and the 
other of fixteen. 

Q 4 How- 
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However, fome China Merchants contraAed 
with me to carry them, and about 1 50 Tom 
of Bricks and China Ware, to PuIIo^canaore^ and 
were to pay me 1000 Tayals. Three Days after 
my Arrival came my Mafts, and as they were 
pafling through the Harbour of Maccao^ towards 
my Ship, they were ftop'd by the Procuradorc 
of the City. When Word was brought me, I 
fent my Parfer, who fpake good Pwtugueze^ 
that if my Mafts were not delivered the fame 
Day, I would take the Mafts out of their Ships 
that lay clofe by me, let the Confequencc be 
what it would. So to avoid Trouble, my Maftf 
were cleared. 

Two of my Merchants came to Maccao^ un- 
der Pretence of clearing Accounts feirly. I in- 
vited them on board to dine with me, but they 
would not do me that Honour. They had 
heard of the Contradt I had made with the 
China Merchants, to carry them and their Goods 
to PullO'Condorey which Contradt they broke, for 
that ftrong Reafon, that they had bought me of 
the Uapoa^ and that Freight I had no Power to 
contract for, but they would furnifti them with 
a Paffage for them and their Goods, on the 
fiune Terms that I had agreed on, fo I was 
obliged to lofe my Freight. 

I received what Goods they were pleafed to 
bring me, but I found wanting 80 Chefts of 
"^fapon Coppcr,and fome Toothenague that I had 
weighed off at Canton^ and put the Stocks 
Mark on them. I afk'd the Reafon why they 
did not deliver thofe Goods, fince, according 

to 
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to their own Account, there was a Balance 
due to me of 1 800 Tayals. They told me that 
they would give no more, and the Balance they 
would keep, for fear they fhould lofe on my 
imported Cargo. I bid them farewel, and pro- 
miled to let them hear from me by the firft 
jfonk of theirs that I met with. Next Day I 
lent them my Account, wherein I fhewed that 
they and the Hapoa had cheated me of 1 2000 
^ayah^ and that I fliould not fail to make Re- 
priials when I met with any EfFedls of theirs. 
Accordingly I did at Johore^ by the King's Per- 
miflion, feize a Jonk of theirs, and fecured their 
Books of Accounts, having two Portugiteze 
Natives of Maccao^ who could fpeak and write 
Cbinefe^ and they found out what Merchandize 
belonged to thofe Villains, which I took on 
board of my Ship, among which was my 80 
Chefts of Copper, and 200 Pecub of Toothe- 
nague, with my own Mark on them. I drew 
out a fair Account, and fent them with a Let- 
ter of Advice, that 1 had received but one third 
Part of the Balance due to me, but upon their 
fair dealing with the Englijh for the future, I 
would forgive the reft, but if they continued to 
adt like Villains, I would profecute my Refent- 
ment till I had recovered the laft Penny of my 
Balance. 

When I gave the King of Johore an Account 
how they had uied me in Gbina^ he wondered 
that I did not feize all the other Merchant 
Goods that were in the Jmk^ and fell the Mea 
I for 
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for Slaves. So having ended this ihort Digref*- 
fion to Jobore^ 

I return back to Canton^ to give an Account 
of my Obfervations on that fine Qty and Coun- 
try. 



CHAP. LI. 

Some Obfervations and Remarks on the 
Province and City of Canton or 
Quantung, and of the Province of 
Fokien, <with fome Occurences that 
happened there. 

CJNTON v/zs once a Kingdom ofhfdf, 
and was called Nangvee. It had been fc- 
veral Times conquered by the Emperors of 
China^ and fhak'd off the Yoke when they 
found Opportunity. At lalt, about three Cen- 
turies ago, it was fubdued and made a Province 
of China. It borders on ^anji to the Weft- 
ward, Kiangfi to the Northward, Fokien to the 
Eaftward, and the Ocean wafhes about loo Lea- 
gues of itsCoaft to the Southward. The Country 
is as pleafant and profitable as any in the World. 
The Ground yields two Crops a Year of Rice, 
Wheat, and Legumen. The People arc inge- 
nious, induftrious, and civil, but are too nume- 
rous, which makes them tolerate a bafe and 
cruel Cudom, that when a Man thinks he has 
I too 
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too many Daughters, he may deftroy as many 
as he pl^es of them, but they do not kill them 
outright, but ferve them as Mofes was in Egypt ^ 
by laying them on an Ark of Reeds, and let- 
ting them float on the Stream of a River, while 
they are Infants, and if any charitable Perfons 
fee them, and commiferate their Condition, they 
may take them out, and bring them up as their 
own, either for Marriage, Concubinage, or 
Slavery. 

The abominable Sin of Sodomy is tolerated 
here, and all over CMna^ and fo is Buggery^ 
which they ufe both with Beafts and Fowls, in 
fb much that Europeans do not care to eat Duck, 
except what they bring up themfclves, either 
from the Egg, or from fmall Ducklings. 
Whoredom is not puniflied in this Province, 
tho' very feverely in fome others. 

The City of Canton ftands upon the Eaftfide 
of a pretty large River caled 7aa. Its Walls are 
high towards the River, but towards the Eaft 
the Ground is a little hilly, and the Walls aire 
much lower. The Walls are about 10 Miles in 
Circumference, but fome reckon them twelve, 
tho' there are large Spaces towards the Eaft and 
and South, kept for Gardens, and no Buildings 
but Summer-houfes are there. 

There is a large Building of Timber on the 
higheft of the little Hills to the Eaft, that ftands 
clofe to the Wall, and it bears the Name of the 
King's Banquetting-houfe. It is four Story 
high, fupported with great Fir-Mafts, very fine- 
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\y painted with Vermilion, and japnned and 
gilded, as are all the Walls and Qelings witbin 
it. From it a very fairProfpedt of the City and 
Suburbs may be had. The Suburbs are fo larpi 
riiat fome of them look like Cities. Half of tfic 
Number of Houfes built in the Garden Hots, 
would fill them up, and all the other vacant 
Places in the Town. 

There are many (lately Buildings in the City 
of Canton^ and above a Dozen of triumphal 
Arches in feveral Places of the City, and a great 
Number of Temples, well ftock'd with Ims^. 
The Itatian Church makes an handfome Fi- 
gure, but the French Chapel is but mean on the 
outiide. 

There was a new Temple built by the King 
of Couchin-china^ and dedicated to one of his 
Gods called Migleck^ whofe Image is placed 
in it, in a lazy Pofture, fittin g on a Carpet, 
with his Heels drawn almoft to his Buttocks, 
clothed in a loofe Robe, with his Breaft and 
Belly bare, and leaning on a large CuQiion or 
Bolfter. He is very corpulent, and always 
laughing, which merry Afpeft made me think 
that he might pafs for Democritus of jibdera in 
Greece. There is another Image of a young 
God that died before he reach'd Twenty. He 
is plac'd fitting on a Chair, and as we approach 
near him, he nods his Head, by Means of fome 
Springs that reach from the Pavement that we 
tread on : However, this young dead Fellow 
fliews as great a Wonder in nodding to his Vifi- 
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tants^ as St. Charles of Milan does to his Devo- 
tees on the anniver&ry Day of his Canonization. 

Canton was the laft great City of China that 
the Tartars conquered, when they over-ran that 
Country about the Year 1650, and had it not 
been for the Cowardice and Treachery of the 
Governor, it might ftill have been an indepen- 
dent Province as well as \^an/i. The Tartars 
loft above 100000 Men in reducing it, for they 
lay nine Months before it, and the City nowife 
diftreis'd for want of Provifions, having the Ri- 
ver free for Communicatien with foreign Places ; 
but upon the Governor's Surmife that it might 
be taken at laft, and he and his Family facrific- 
ed to the Refentment of a barbarous Enemy, he 
fccretly articled with the General of the Tar^ 
tars^ and perfidioufly opened two Gates in on^ 
Night, and the Tartars entring Horfe and Foot, 
loon made the City a Theatre of Horror and 
Mifery. 

I made a Calculation of the Number of In- 
habitants within the Walls of Canton^ by the 
Quantity of Rice daily expended in it ; for they 
reckon 10000 Peculs is the daily Import of that 
Grain, " It is alfo reckoned, that every Perfon 
confumes one Pecul in three Months, fo that by 
that Calculation, there muft be above 900000 
People in it, and the Suburbs one Third of that 
Number ; and there is no Day in the Year but 
Ihews 5000 Sail of trading Jonks^ befides fmall 
Boats tor other Services, lying before the City. 

A little 
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A little Way below the City, arc two fml 
Iflands ill the River ; they have each a CaAk 
built on them, and their Garrifons examine aD 
VeiTcls and Boats that pafs by them. 

The Produdl of the Country, belides Com 
and Fruits, is Gold, Quickfilver, Copper, Seed, 
Iron, raw and wrought Silics, and befides the 
Silk Manufactories, there are lack'd or japann'd 
Ware ; and at Saclmo there are much PorceBm 
or China Ware made. We have the £inie Sort 
of Clay in fcvcral Parts of Great- Britain^ diit 
Porcelline is made off, but we want the warm 
Sun to prepare it. 

They reckon that the Pk-ovince of Cantm a 
fluantung^ pays yearly to tlie Emperor 1200000 
Peculs of Rice, and 20000 Peculs of Salt, oot 
of which is fcrvcd out to the Military (who are 
reckoned 80000 continually kept in the Empe- 
ror's Pay) 32000 Peculs of Rice, and 8oco 
Pccuh of Salt. The xci\ is fold in Markets, at 
the common Price of five Maciesa Pecul^ which 
may ::inonnt to 446000 Tayals^ which is ap- 
propriated tciwards the Paynicut of the military 
J^'xpenu', which may aiiuMint to joocooo of 
Tayah yearly. Tlie Ciilloms on Mcrchandisx 
aiui I'cll- money amotiiits to prodigious great 
Siiini., whi' li are ;»;alliered according to the 
Ijfiok (u Kates, \\\\f\ k:nt to the Trcafiiry of the 
Province, for the Ule of the Jiinpirc, which 
make; the KmiK'ror's Treadn-y always fulK 

y'WvV;/ is t])e next maritime Province to the 
Lvaflwanl (^f Canton^ a very mountainous Coun- 
try, 
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try, and has about 90 Leagues of a Sea-coaf):. 
It reaches from the Ifland Lamoa^ which lies 
diredly under the Tropick of Cancer^ and makes 
a very ipacious fecure Harbour for Shipping, 
between it and the Continent, but no Stranger 
frequents it, but to fhelter them from Storms, 
becaufe they admit of no Trade with Foreigners. 
About three Leagues without the great Lamoa^ 
are fome fmall lilands uninhabited. They are 
called the fmall Lamoas. There is a good cl<^ 
Channel between thofe fmall Iflands and the 
great one, of 15 Fathoms, on a good oazy 
Bottom. 

The next Place of Safety for Shipping, is the 
Ifland of ^oy^ where the Englifh once had a 
FaAory, and a good Trade, but now it is fhut 
up from foreign Trade, by the Emperor's Or- 
der. There are feveral fmall Iflands lie off it, 
particularly the Ifland Tang/i^ by the Englijh 
called Chapel Ifland, and by fome the Hole in the 
Wall^ becaufe there is a large Hole that pafles 
quite through it, being undermined by the Sea 
below, but above all is taft without Fradture. 
It appears like the Arch of a large Bridge. A- 
bout feven Leagues within it, is the Inner Har- 
bour of Amoy^ where Ships lie very fecure in 
12 Fathoms oazy Ground, within 200 Yards 
of the Shore. The Town is built clofe to the 
Sea, and fome Houfes in it at high Water, are 
waflied by the Sea. 

About the Year 1645. the Dutch had a great 
Mind of poflefling Amoy^ for the Conveniency 

of 
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of its Situation and Trade. They came toaa 
Anchor with five large Ships in the outward 
Harbour, and landed about 300 Men. That 
were none to oppofe them but a few Merchants 
and Mechanicks, who were foon frightned, but 
were fo cunning, that before they left thdr 
Town, they left their Houfes well ftor'd with 
Sampew^ 2l Kind of ftrong Arrack made of 
Rice, and with Hockjhew^ a Kind of ftrong Ale 
made of Wheat-malt, by Fermentation. 

The Dutch fearing no Enemy, or Defign 
againft them, entered the Town, and fomc in- 
confiderable People being left in it, were civilly 
treated by the Dutch, and thofe poor Cbinei 
(hewed their new Mafters the beft Houfes in the 
Town, where the Dutch took up their Lodg- 
ings, and according toCuftom, carouzed heartily, 
that before Midnight there were but few of 
them fober, and fo went to fleep. The Cbinefe 
who were left in the Town, went and informed 
their Country- men what Pofture the Dutch 
Affairs were in. They armed all they could get, 
with Swords, Lances, Bows, and Arrows, to 
the Number of 2000, and came on the Dutcb^ 
before they could put themfelves in a Pofture of 
Defence, and cut them all off, which Dilafter, 
made the Di^tch depart without making any 
farther Attempt. 

Tliis Hiftory is written in large China Cha- 
raftcrs, on the Face of a fmooth Rock that 
faces the Entrance of the Harbour, and may be 
fairly feen as we pafs out and in to the Harbour. 
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Amoy was famous in the Tartar War, be- 
tween the Years 1648. and i67C. by the Di- 
verfion it gave to the Tartar Forces at S;:a, by 
the Courage and Condudl of one' Cockfing a Na- 
tive of Amoy^ who gave them many Defeats, 
and could never be brought to comply with the 
Tartar Ufurpation, tho' he had many advanta- 
gious Offers to fubmit, but his Death gave the 
Tartars a quiet Poffcflion of the whole Pro- 
vince. 

About the Year 1 648. the Tartars took C/?/V/- 
cbew^ a very large City, reputed to be as large 
and rich as Canton. They did not ftand out 
above nine Weeks, becaufe they fore(aw that 
Want of Provifions would compel them to a 
Surrender at laft, upon worfe Terms than they 
might have had, if the Siege had been but (liort, 
however, they capitulated to have their Lives 
and Fortunes fccured, and fubmittcd in all other 
Things to the Tjr/jr Government and Cuflcms. 

This Province oiFokien^ borders on Q/j^-ithn 
to the North-eaO, on Kiamji on the North-weii, 
on §luantung on the South- weft, and the Sea 
wafhes the South-eaft l^lrt of it. There are 
feveral Iflands He on its Coaft, and !^amoy is but 
two Leagues from Amoy\ and is much larger, 
but not fo well inhabited, becaufe of die near 
Neighbourhood of Chhichenv. 

In Anno 1693. ^ Amoy^ and then the 

Illand was governed by a Cbungcoun, or a Gene- 
ral of 10000 Men. He was a Man of about 
80 Years of Age, of a very agreeable Afpcft. 

Vol. n. R He 
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He had done many fingular Services te his 
Country, particularly in fupprcffing Pirates that 
mightily difturbed the Province, and governed 
with much Juftice and Moderation, but next 
Year he died, and was fucceeded by a Teytock, 
or a Deputy General of 5000. In Anno 1697. ^ 
went thither again, and found a new Tem{de 
built in Honour to the old Chungcoun^ and his 
Image placed in it, as much like his Peribn while 
alive, as ever I faw any Thing reprefented in my 
Life, with every Lineament and Feature in h^ 
Face, and I faw many Votaries worfhip his 
Image. It feems the Chinefe are fpeedicr in their 
canonizing than the Romans are. 

The Teytock has a Deputy called the Chungm 
by Title, and another Officer called the Cbumpin^ 
who fuperintends the Affairs of the Sea and 
Rivers. In thofe three Perfons Hands is the 
Management of the Affuirs of the Ifland, except 
theCuftoms on Goods imported and exported,and 
thefe are in the Hands of the Hapoa^ who farms 
thofe Cufloms of the Court at Peking^ but the 
other three are put in by the Chungtock^ who 
keeps his Court ^at Hock/ew^ a large City about 
200 Miles North eaft of Amoy. 

There are no beautiful Buildings in or about 
jlmo)\ but fonie Temples, in one of which I 
faw Hell painted //; Fre/co^ on a Wall accord- 
ing to Des Cartes'^ Syftem of Demonohgyy the 
Demons being p.ii.nted in the fame Shapes and 
Figures as are in tlie Cuts of Des Cartes s Book, 
tlitir Methods of tormenting the Damned, very 
I near 
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near the Notio«s delivered by Clmjiian Doftors, 
and Purgatory better reprcfcntcd accc^rding to 
the Dodtrine of the Church of Romt\ than 1 
faw it in a Church in the City Antwerp. 

There are fonie Curiofities in Amoy. One is 
a large Stone that weighs abc)vc forty Tuns, that 
is let fo dextroufly on a Rock, in fuch an Equi- 
librium, that a Youth of twelve Years old can 
•afily make it move, but an hundred Men can 
make it move in no greater Motion, than that 
finglc Youth can. I faw it tried with a Pair of 
Hand-fcrews, but to no Purpofe. 

Another Rarity is of five large Stones, as big, 
or bigger than the lafl: mentioned, placcil in an 
Hallow at the Foot of a Mountain (whether by 
Nature or Art I cannot t';ll) they are each about 
thirty Foot long, and twelve or fourteen Dia- 
meter. They lean their Heads againft one ano- 
ther, and form an Alcove at their Feet, where- 
in is placed a Table, and Benches around it, of 
. Stone, and there is a pretty clear Rivulet runs 
clofe by the Tiible. We Europeans frecjuentcd 
that Tabic on flinidnys^ for wc often dined there. 

There is a fine lurge Citadel at the Backfidc 
of the 1 own, with good high thick Stone-walls', 
and two Gates that face one another, and in the 
Middle Ihindji the Palace, The Front 

of it is built of V/oori, and the Back and Sides 
of Stone, as moll: A'^^^^Wr/mw Iloufes are in this 
Province, ?s well as thc! Temples. There are 
Sentinels and Guards always in the Gate-ways, 

R 2 but 
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but I uw none any where elie, except whence 
gave publick Audience to Strangers, then be had 
abcrat nfiy Men attending at the Palace. 

There are about fifty Cbrijlians in jIim^^ and 
they have a Chripel ferved by French Miiliona- 
ries, but the Parilhioncrs are of the Scum of the 
People, as they arc of Chriftianity. 

I heard a pleafant and true Story aboot the 
famous Ckunghee^ who died in Anno 1^23. and- 
the Cbimtock of Fckien^ who was alive in Am 
17C0. which I had from Mr. le Blanc^ a ¥rmh 
Milnonary, as well as from fome eminent Qnm 
Merchants, and it happened about the Year j 690. 
the Cbungt(k:k being then Cbungnr.e^ or Deputy- 
governor of the Illand of ^cmo\\ that Ifland 
having about 30C00 Inhabitants, not reckoning 
Women and Children, they were all poor, and 
had their Suftenance by their hard Labour, in 
manuring the Ground, and Fifhing. 

A great Part of the Ifland being low and 
marfliy, by the Overflowing of Spring-tides, 
ni..vle Travelling very incommodious. The 
Clungaun bcin- a Man of Pleafurc, could not 
beer livi'ig at Hoiiie in rainy Weather or Spring- 
tides, and in goir -^; to hunt, he was obliged to go 
a great Wjy alv/.*:, before he could reach the 
Places w!: jrc t!.e fiimcwas. 

One D,;y in C:rjntil he propofed to take one 
Half of the mi!lr:.l)Ic Inhabitants from their d^ily 
I.i.bour, to brii/.;; Stones from Ibme neighbour- 
ing Mountiiins, to build a Bridge orCaulcyovcr 
the j\Ioraf<, wliich was abjvc three Leagues 
I lorz, 
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'ong, and being the Emperor's Work, it muft 
be done gratis. 

The Cbungfiae oppofed it, laying down the 
Difficulty, if not the Impoflibility for thofe poor 
People to carry on fuch a Work, which could 
not be finiflied in lefs than three Years. He 
laid before the Council, that the Inhabitants 
could hardly live by their Labour, when every 
one of them were imployed, and how could 
they fubfift on the Labour of one Half ; that 
he could forefee the Ruin of the Whole by 
taking off the Half from their manuring the 
Land, and Fifhing. However, it was put to 
the Vote, and the Chungcoun carried it, on which 
the Cbungnae laid down his Commiffion, and 
protefted that he would not be acceflbry to tlie 
Deftrudtion of fo many Innocents, whom he 
forefaw would be wrought and ftarv'd to Death, 
and fo bade the Chungcoun^ and the reft of the 
Council, adieu. 

The Cbungnae having fpent moft of his Time 
in the Study of Letters and Philofophy, had 
made a good Progrefs in both, and having a 
fmall Fortune of ten or twelve thoufand Tayah 
in Money, took a Journey to Peking^ to try if 
he could get into fome convenient Poft in the 
Government there, but found that none was to 
be got, without Friends and Money, fo that he 
took a Refolution to lead a private Life on the 
Intereft of his Money, and to follow his Studies. 

And hiring a Chamber in a By-lane of the 
City, he fell to writing a Tradl of moral Pht- 
R 3 lofophy^ 
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lofophy, being well qualified in writing a good 
Hand, and a good Stile. He began to write 
on the Imbecillity of human Nature, when oor 
Paffions were more followed than Reafon, rf 
the difmal Confequences of Tyranny whenfiip- 
ported by Power, and feveral other fuch ufcfal 
and commendable Topicks ; and having carried 
his Work pretty well forward, one Morning he 
went to a Neighbour's Houfe to drink Tea, and 
forgot to (hut his Chamber- Door or Windows, 
which being on the lower Story of the Houle, 
and facing the Lane, any Body that paft by 
coukl fee what was in the Room. 

The Emperor had gone abroad that Morning 
incognito^ to hear what News paft current in Ac 
City, and accidentally came into that Lane, 
while the Gentleman was at his Tea, and look* 
ing in at the Window, faw a Book lying open 
on the Table, and the Writing feem'd to be 
txiiaordinary fine, which made him have the 
Curiofity to enter at the Door, and to fit reading 
till the Owner (hould confie in, that he might 
know both the Subjed written on, and the Au- 
thor. 

It is the Cuftom in China for a Stranger, to 
read on any Book that he fees lying on a Tabic. 
If it be a Merchant's Book of Accounts, they 
take that Liberty j and the Emperor having 
read above half an Hour, was mightily pleafcd 
with the fine Writing, and ingenious Refledlions 
made on each Subjedt by the Author. At lart 
tlie Gentleman came in, and was furprizcd to 

find 
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find another in his Chamber, but the Emperor 
addrefs'd him in fo obliging Terms for his in- 
truding into his Chamber without Leave, led by 
the ftrong Chains of Curiofity, and the Oppor- 
tunity that offered to give him Satisfadtion, by the 
Door being accidentally left open, that the Chung" 
nae could take nothing ill that was done. 

The Emperor aflced him of what Country he 
was, and what had brought him to Peking, and 
the Chungnae fatisfied him that he was a Native 
of Fokieriy and recounted the Hiftory of his 
Affairs in ^amoy. 1 he Emperor was much 
taken with his Story, and the modefl Way he 
cxprcfs*d himfclf in it, and told him that he 
found his Actions to quadrate with his Dodtrine. 
Then he afk*d the Cbungnae if he had an Em- 
ployment, or if he had a Mind to accept of one. 
He anfwcrcd, that he had been in Peking above 
a Year, and could obferve, that Merit was but 
a weak Recommendation to Preferment ,and he 
did not defign to buy it. 

The Emperor told him, that he was nearly 
related to a great Mandareen at Court, and that 
if he would accept of a Poft, he would ufe his 
Endeavours to procure him one, for he found 
him recommended by two good Qualifications, 
Ingenuity and Honefly. The Qnmgnae thank'd 
him in very obliging I'erms, and told the Em- 
f/cror, that he was willing to accept of a Poflr, 
providing it was not too high, becaufe his For- 
tune was too low to fupport the neceffary Ex- 
pence, nor too low, left it fhould make him 
R 4 contemp- 
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contemptible. The Emperor affured him, tbat 
his Kinfman had feveral Pofts to difpofe of, and 
that he might depend on one fuitable to his 
Mind, and giving the Cbungnae his Fan, order- 
ed him to call at a Gate of the Palace, called 
the Elephant Gate, and deliver that Fan to the 
Captain of the Guard, and tell him, that yoa 
want to fpeak to a Mandareen of fuch a Name 
(as the Emperor borrowed for that Time) and 
the Captain would condufl: him to his Apart- 
ment ; but withal he begg'd the Ufe of hii 
Books for a few Days, and as he was Man of 
Honour, he would return it. 

The Qjtmgnae complimented him with the 
Ufe of the Book, making a modeft Apology 
for its Incorrednefs, and fo they parted for a 
lliort Time. 

The Emperor fcnt for fome Coleas^ Mania- 
recus of the firft Order, and gave them a plealant 
Account of his Morning's Adventure, and 
flievved them the Book, which they were high- 
ly pleafed with ; and the Emperor told them, 
that he had promifed the Author an hand- 
feme Poft, and defired to know if any were 
vacant. One Mandareen told his Majefty, that 
he had received private Advices that Morning, 
that the Ckungtock of Fokien was dead, and 
<hat there would be certain Information next 
Day at Court, if it was fo or not, and that if it 
was true, his Ma;efty might beftow that Poft 
on him, he being a Native of that Countr>\ 
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and Confequently knew the Manners and Cuf* 
toms of his own Country better than a Stranger 
could. His Majefty approved of his Advice. 

And next Morning, according to Appoint- 
ment, the Chungnae went to the Elephant Gate, 
and enquired for the Emperor by the borrowed 
Name, and on fight of the Fan, was conduct- 
ed by the Captain of the Guard to an Apart- 
ment in the grand Palace, and was ordered to 
flay till the Captain came back to him. When 
the Emperor knew of his being in the Palace, he 
' ordered a Council of Mandareens to be fummon- 
cd forthwith, and when they were convened, 
and himfelf feated on the Throne, the Chungnae 
was lent for, and he paying the ufual Compli- 
ment of falling on his Knees, and bowing his 
Head three Times to the Ground, the third 
Time to continue b that Pofture till he was or- 
dered to rife, the Emperor ordered him imme- 
diately to ftand up. The Chungnae foon knew 
who had been his Guefl the Day before, and 
would have begg*d Pardon for the Freedom of 
Speech he had ufed to the Emperor in Difguife; 
but the Emperor prevented him by beginning 
an allegorical Difcourfe, recounting the Chungs 
nae\ Adventure at ^amoyy as if it had happen- 
ed in a foreign Country, and when he had made 
an End, he afk'd the Opinion of the Aflembly, 
what both iheChungcoun ^nd Chungnae dcCcvvcd. 
They unanimoufly condemned the Cbungcoun^ 
^nd commended the Chungnae^ and were of 

Opinion, 
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Opinion, that the Chungnae defcrved a better I 
Po(t than he had before. I 

I1ie lunperor told them, that this was the | 
Ciifc of the Perfon before them, and that t^ic I 
Government of Fokien^ was vacant by theDiich 
of tlic Chuntock^ which Advices he had received 
thai Morning, and that he had Thoughts of 
bcftowingthat Place on him before them, which 
they all approved of, on which he ordered Robci 
of the fccond Order to be brought, and inveAed 
him in the Oflice and Dignity, and ordered 
lOGOOo 7nyals to be paid to him, in order to 
equip him lor his Journey, and wuhal told him, | 
that he expedlcd he would govern his Province 
according to the Dodrinc tliut he preached to ' 
others. I 

Accordingly the new Chimfouck took his 
Journey to llockjhim^ where on his Arrival, all 
the Mandarevm of Note in the Province came 
to coinpiimeiit him, and none muft wait on 
him, till firll introduced by a Prefcnt, which is 
pundually fct down in a Book kept for that 
I\irpore. 

And among the Crowd of Vifiters came his 
old I'riend the Chmgcom of ^amoy. After 
the common Compliment of Genuflexion and 
IVoflration was done, he ordered him to ftand 
up, and afking him if he did not remember 
liim, he received a negative Anfwer. He aik'd 
him how his (Jovernmcnt of Sluamty thrivM, 
and how far the Bridge was brought forward. 
The Cbungcoun ^^sc him a I-id Account of the 

State 
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State of his Ifland, which he alledged, was oc- 
cafioned by a raging Plague, that had fwcpt off 
above the half of the People, and the Bridge 
was not carried one quarter of the Way forward. 

Then the Cbungtock made himfelf known to 
him, and upbraided him with his Cruelty, and 
the Cbungcoun having little to fay in his own 
Defence, fell at his Feet and implored Mercy. 
The Cbuntock bid him rife, and told him, that 
for the lake of his Family, he would fave his 
Li&, which he had juflly forfeited, but withal 
faanifhed him to a Palace on the Side of an Hill 
on the Ifland of ^amoy^ where he ftiould be 
aDowed 2000 I'ayaU yearly, for the Subfiftence 
of his Wives and Children, but he was never to 
meddle in Government again, and fo difmifs'd 
lum, and fent one along with him to take Pof- 
Icffion of his Government, with Orders to redlify 
all Things that had been amifs in his Government, 
and to invite People to the manuring of the 
Ground and catching of Fifti, on better Terms 
than had been before. Thofe juft and generous 
Ailions of the Emperor and Cbungtock were wor- 
thily admired by all who loved Juftice and Ge- 
ncrofity ; and I have borne no fmall Veneration 
for both their Perfons ever fince. 

I muft now give an Account of the Chung-' 
tock'% Juftice and Generofity in an Affair relating 
. to fome fliipwreck'd Englijh at Amoy. 
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CHAP. LIL 

Is a Contimation of the Hiftory of tlx 
Chungtock ^Fokien, in relation to 
Jome Occurrences that happened (h 
mong the Englifh at Amoy in Anno 
1700. 

I Being then bound to Amcy In a Ship from 
Surat^ employed by Sir Nicholas Waite the 
new Eaji-lndia Company's Prefidcnt there, and 
Commodore Littleton being then at Surat with 
a Squadron of tour Men of War, by fome cbn- 
fiderable Reafons was perfuadcd by Sir Nicholas^ 
to let one of his Squadron go as far as Amoy^ to 
look after the Enzlijh Pirates, that then infcftcd 
the Streights of Malacca. 

The Harwich was the Spip pitched on, a p 
Gun Ship, commanded by Captain Cock^ and 
we failed in Company as far as Atcbeen^ and 
there we were parted by a Storm. He called at 
Atcheeriy but I made what hafte I could for the 
Port of Malacca. I (laid there above a Fort- 
night for him, and when he had taken in fuch 
Provifions as he wanted, and that I had paid for 
them, we failed from Malacca ^ in order to pro- 
ceed for ylmoy. 

When we arrived there, we found three 
ropcan Ships, and a Country Sliip from Surat^ 
employed by Sir John Gayer ^ Prefidcnt for the 

old 
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old Eafi'Jndia Company. The Supercargoes of 
thofc Ships, on Sight of a Man of War, fent a 
a Compliment of 500 T^ayaU to the Teytock^ to 
diffuadc him from giving the Harwich PcrmiC- 
fion to come into the Harbour, for fear of lofing 
a Feather that they had put in their own Caps, 
of wearing a Penden^ at the Topmaft Heads ; fo 
that when I went to pay my Compliment to 
the Teytock^ and give him an Account of our 
Cargo, and to dcfire Lilierty for the Man of 
War, and my own Ship to come into the Har- 
bour ; he told me, that my own Ship was wel- 
come, but he could not, with Safety, admit of 
the King s Ship into the Harbour, but that (he 
might be fupplicd with what (he wanted, in the 
Road. 

I told him, that the King's Ship's Bottom 
wanted Repair, and that if he would not per- 
mit her to come into the I larbour, both flic and 
I mufl go to Canton^ and if the Captain of the 
Man of War refcntcd the ill Ufage he was like 
to meet with at Jlmoyy thofe ought to anfwer 
who h.ul }>;ivcn the Teytock that ill Advice, and 
fo 1 ti)ok leave very ill (atisficd. 

Tlie l^in^niifl aiul I had been acquainted fome 
Years, and on our Way from the Citadel, I 
told h ill! , that if the Teytock continued his Re- 
folniion of (lcnyinj>; our King's Ship die fame 
Civiliiicr., ilnit he ji^rantcd to Merchant Ships of 
our Nation, I could jiot anfwer for the ill Confe* 
qnciives that tnij^ht attend lljatAflVont ; and if 
the had not IVi niinkin in three Days to come 
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in, that on the fourth we would p'oceed for 
* Canton. 

He then very frankly told me, that it was 
none of the T'cytock'^ Fault, but the EngUfi 
Captains and Supercargoes, who had fent hun 
with a Mcflage to the Ttytock, to acquaint him, 
that if the Man of War was permitted to come 
into the Harbour, their Men would be rude to 
tlic Merchants, and would be tied up to no 
Rules or Laws whicli the* Mercliant Ships olv 
fcrvcd ; that tlic Women would be debauched, 
and many other aggravating Crimes, they al- 
Icdgcd, the Man ot War's Men would commit, 
and withal had fcnt ihc 7V)'/(Vi6 a Prcfent of 500* 
T'ayahy to keep her out of the FLu bour. 

1 carried the Linguift into a Merchant's Houfe 
that was my Acquaintance, toconfult with that 
Merchant, about removing iliat Krr.ora, that 
i\oy\\ ihc Man of War liom cntriiig into die 
UarluMir, wl-idi could h'c done no other Way, 
than by ir.y Ulni^hounv! lurlht*gO(xl liciiaviourot 
ihc IVoplc l\.!oni»-ir.^i; lo i!ic Man of War, and to 
give a Piuknt I'm^cuor to iiKiii^, which I con- 
llnicd to. 

Then wecoriiilied liow the Captain of the 
King's Shij\ llMiiilvl be ree^^ived by ihe I'cyUci, 
when lie fiu.KiU r...ike Iiis Villi; and wc agivvd, 
thai all tiie C\:r.:::i.is ;inil Siipeuv.igocs (iiuuldbc 
called to ihc jTh.^^ a's, in C'liijxmy with Cap- 
tiiii Ccri[\ aiul ll.a!. hs. rjV)iild ei;ler before u?, 
an.i liave;:n bi;di (1^.::r pLi cd a iittlc IkIofc tk 
V"Iy/:6'A'ii Ciiair, on ti.e kit Hand, whici) ar.ioi)g 

them, 
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themy is the Place of Honour, and we Captains 
and Supercargoes to be fet or. felt Cufliions on 
the Floor, and on the right Side of the Ttytock*% 
Chair, which was railed on a PUtform of Dj-1s, 
with three Steps of Afcent. 

We had no fooner done with our Confulta- 
tion, than I difpatch'd my Friend Shaw!mn^ for 
that was the Merchant's Name, with the Lin- 
guift, to acquaint the Teytock with what wc had 
reiblved on, and he approved of all, and two 
Days after fent a Summons for the Captains and 
Supercargoes to accompany Captain Cock ; and 
all obeyed but one, who pretended Indifpofiiion ; 
however he fcnt his fccond Supercargo to fupply 
his Place. 

Aflbon as we were in the Citadel, v/c v/crc 
conducted to the Teylock\ PaLcc, and tn:crtd 
the Chamb^jr of Audience, and were j1'::rcc! rx- 
cording to the iMethod lx:fore agrcerl o;). "i'hz 
Tfytock being fcattd before, Le made a Speech 
pretty long, v/hercin he told how he \\?A been 
informed of the loofe Be];aviour of Men of 
War's Men, v/l.lcri had arnicd Lim \\\\\\ Ciiu- 
tion, bat that hz k:;ev/ of a more co:ive.iic:.t 
Place on an Ifiand v/itbin tbrec Le'/^'ic-S of i\,z 
Town, for tf:eMan of Vv\;r to \yj/c afliOi^, if 
wc wouici nled bv h:-. Advice. T;,c C^;;- 
tain m^idc a iiow, arid Lccedej to thut Morion. 

He theri w:;nted to kiiov-v who \y(y\V\ bt: S.irc- 
ty for the Captdi:i and Men belorr^^ing to the 
Man of War, ibnt tbcv iI.ojH. obfcr vc tiiC Laws 
and Cuftorni of ihe I'i.-ce, v/icliiy jt biii.g Mj- 
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kfhtion to the Natives. I found none cared to 
enter on fo hazardous an Afiair, fo I ftood up, 
and proferred myfelf. Ship and Cargo for Secu- 
rity. The reft not expeding that the Captam 
could have found inch Security, one who made 
a good Figure among us, told me, I was too 
forward in my Proffer. I anfwered him, that 
I only engaged what I had the Command of, 
but meddled with no Body's Affairs elfe. 

The ^eytock feemed well fatisfied, and gave 
us a very handfome Entertainment, and then 
difmife'd us. The Man of War went to the 
Ifland, and landed fome of her greateft Guos, 
but found fo much Difficulty in carrying Things 
afliore, that we got an Order from the keylock 
to bring her into the Harbour, and accordingly 
fl:e came in. 

There is an Ifland oppofite to the Town of 
jlmoy^ called CullemJlM^ about half a Mile di- 
ftant, and it has two convenient Places to lay 
Ships on, in order to clean their Bottoms, or 
repair. them, and there are fome Rocks that lie 
between thofe Places, that appear dry at low 
Water. In one of thofe Bays the Har^ivicb was 
haled afliore, and cleaned, and her Sheathing 
being much worm-eaten, it was repaired with a 
great deal of new Sheathing, all which Charges 
i had Orders from my Employers to difburfc on 
their Account, in Expedation that carrying 
back 200 Tuns of China Goods would fuffici- 
ently reimburfc them ; but Captain Cock bcii^ 
a young Man^ not very well verfed in the Affairs 

of 
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of Shipping, took Advice of fome other Cap- 
fains of better Knowledge, and daily caroufing 
with them on board of his Ship,chanced that Day 
that his Ship haled off, to be a little inebriated, 
as well as his Tutors. I was none of the Ca- 
bal, and fo ftaid in my Factory. The Tide of 
Ebb was made before they began to remove the 
Ship from the Bay that flie had been fitted in, 
and in haling off, the Tide fet her upon the 
Rocks above-mentioned, and on them (he was 
loft. 

Aflbon as the Ship fat faft on the Rocks, his 
Counfellors left him to think on his Misfortune. 
Next Morning all the Captains and Supercargoes 
went over to the Ifland (where he and all his 
Men were lamenting their Condition) to con- 
dole his Misfortune, but not one had the Cha* 
rity to invite him to a Dinner. About Ten I 
went over to vifit him, and found him weeping. 
I difTuaded him from grieving at what could not 
be remedied, and invited him to dine with me, 
if he was not pre-engaged. 'He then wept very 
bitterly, and told me, that not one of all his 
Companions that had been vifiiing him, had the 
good Manners to give him an Invitation, and 
that I, who had juft Caufe to be angry with 
him for his Folly and Contempt of my Counfel, 
had (hewed him more Humanity than thofe 
who had fworn eternal Friend fhip to him. 

I carried him and his two Lieutenants along 
with me to Dinner, and allowed them a Cham- 
ber in my Factory to lodge in, and to (hew a 

Vol II. S good 
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good r^x ample to the reft of the Captains, 1 
took forty of the poor Seamen on board of my 
Ship, and gave them Provifions. They were in 
all One hundred and eighty two Men and Boys 
in the Crew, and there being five Ships, I 
thuuglit 1 had taken a large Quota for my Share, 
but not one of the reft would follow my Ex- 
an^ple, fo the Remainder of the Crew were in 
Diilrefs for Want of Food and Raiment. I 
^vent over one Morning to fee what Condition 
the poor Men were in, who had made Tentsof 
the Sl]ip*s Sails, and I faw one newly dead for 
Hunger and Cold. 

I ufed all my Rhetoric amongft my Brethren 
the C.iptiiins and Supercargoes, to take Pity on 
thenoor fliip- wrecked Men, but they were all 
deaf to my Petitions, which obliged me to al- 
low ll'icm a Poaiid Wcif^ht of Rice per Day 
c:.u;!i IvI ,11 : And to cloadi them, 1 bought three 
t]i'H!!.in(l ^'; r(i.Wif blue Cotton Cloth, about a 
Crioit U'K Y-:i(i V;ilue, and Ix^ught them Needles 
a» «1 'i'lircid, and gave them about looolh. 
\V. '.v..;l)t (jf C(;tt()n lor quilting, and fo every 
M ui v/as I'i': own Taylor. 

But r'ndiiij-; t)iy Charges would be very great 
in fniiintuiniii.;, fiich a Nianlxrr of Men, andia 
cnr^yin'i; ll.c:>i, PjfTenj'crs would take up too 
mi!ch R(y;iii in iny Ship, which I could much 
bette r employ in Ciirryinp; China Goods to Surat^ 
I went to my old I'Viend Slkiwban^ with my 
Confident tlr. J jn;;'ii(l, aud held a Confultation 
how we might coinj)cl n>y Brethren to be hu- 
mane, 
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mane, and force them take their Quota's of the 
poor diflreis'd Men, and we fell on the Project 
.to write to the noble and juft Cbungtock at Hock- 
few before-mentioned, to get an Order from 
liun, that no Ship (hoold have Liberty to lade 
thdr Goods aboard, that did not firfl take their 
Quota of the (hip-wreck'd Men. We went to 
die T^eytockj and acquainted him with our De- 
1^, who much approved of the Prcjeft, and 
he icemed furprized, that any of thoie Ship? 
durft go into our King's Dominions, who had 
denied to aflifl, not only his Subjedts, but imme- 
diate Servants. He was very humane, and fcnt 
the poor Seamen Prefents of Pork and Hockfew^ 
(a ilrong fermented Liquor like our ftrong Ale) 
for me diftribute among them, and thofe Pre- 
ictixs he frequently fent. 

I provided a Prcfcnt to accompany my Letter 
to the Cbungtock^ to the Value of Forty Pounds 
8terl.zx\A got the bcft Scribe in the Place to write 
my Letter, laying down the Mifcry the poor 
Men were in, and how eafily and juftly they 
might be relieved by fuch an Order. 

I fent my Letter and Prefent by an Exprcft, 
who returned in fixteen Days with a fatisfadtory 
Anfwer, and an Order to the Hapoa^ to fuifer 
no Goods to be be (hipp'd off without confulting 
me. The HapM came to my Factory, and con- 
gratulated me on the Honour that the Cbungtock 
nad done me, and promifed to obey his Orders 
in relation to (hipping Goods off. 

S 2 A 
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A Gentleman who was Supercargo of the Ship 
Darrein bound dire£Uy &om jAnoy to England^ 
was the firft that was denied a Permit to Oiip 
Goods o£ He had fent for the Ship's Boat to 
carry oflF fooie Chefts of Silk, but the Waiters 
flopped them from putting them into the Boat, 
on which the Lmguift was fent for to know die 
Reafon ; and he told the Supercargo, that the 
Hapoa had received Orders to let no Goods be 
(hipp'd off without confulting me iirft about 
taking a Quota of the Man of War's Men ; on 
whichmy Antagoniilsheld aCouncil^andrefdvcd 
to continue obftinate, and that Supercai^ 
ibre-mentioned came early next Morning to my 
Houfe. When my Servants informed me that 
he was in the Court, I went and invited him in. I 
guels'd his Errand by his Countenance, and 
afk'd him to fit down, but he refu&d. I afk'd 
him if he would drink any Coffee or Tea, but 
he would not. He then, in a Fret, alk'd mc 
if I was Governor of his Affairs. I anfwered 
no, nor did I know how he could alk mc fuch 
afimpleQueftion. He fware that he found I was, 
and that it' I were in another Place than Ams^ 
I durft not adt as I had done, and fware again, 
that not one Man of them (hould be entertsoocd 
on board the DorreL I told him, that I durft 
do any Thing that was honeft and juft, and was 
always ready to defend what I had fo done ; but 
as to bis taking his Quota of the fliip-wreck'd 
Men, he mult comply with it, if he had a 
Mind to fave his Paffage to England that Seal'on. 
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He ftill continued curfing himfelf if he took any 
of them, and went away in a very great Huff^ 
which I little regarded. 

• It was, and, I believe, is ftill the Cuftom on 
board the Englijh Company's Ships, for the 
Captain to give a Remonftrance, and a Proteft 
thirty Days before the Expiration of the Term 
for their Departure, to the Supercargo or Fadtor 
for the Company, according as it is ftipulated 
by Charter-Party. Accordingly the Captain of 
the Dorrel gave in his Proteft about that Time, 
to the aforcfaid Supercargo, which aggravated 
his Chagrin, and he told the Captain, who was 
my Friend, what Troubles I had brought him 
and the reft into. The Captain advifcd him to 
confider what Time might be fpent in Conten- 
tion, and that I, having the Government on my 
Side, would certainly carry my Point in fpite of 
all the Oppofition they could make, and that it 
would be much better to comply in Time than 
to ftand out, and be forced to comply at laft. 

He told the Captain that he might do as he 
pleafed, but he was refolved to give him no 
' Orders on that Head. The Captain bade him 
look what was agreed on in Charter-Pirty, 
where they found, that the Commander of a 
Company's Ship was to take no Paflfengers on 
board of his Ship, on Penalty of 100 /. for each 
Faffcnger, without a written Order from the 
Company's Agent where he fhould happen to 
be •, but where no Agent was, he was then at his 
Liberty* 

, S 3 After 
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After a little Deliberation, he bade tht Cajpr 
tain fpcak to me of the Hardftirps they would 
be under in carrying fuch a Nunnbcr of Paflen- 
gers fo long a Voyage, and to try mc, whedxr 
I would favour them in the Nuniber of the 
Quota, that they muft be obliged to carry : And 
the Captain came to difcourfe me aboat it, and 
I agreed, that Captain Cock^ his litutenantt, 
and feventeen more (hould have their Paf&geoo 
board his Ship to England^ and that thofe feven- 
teen (hould be fuch as Captain Cock (hould 
choofe ; that the Captain and his two Lieute- 
nants (hould have Captain Hide's TaWc, they 
paying him 20 /. each for that Favour, all 
which the Captain confented to, and the Super- 
cargo and I became Friends again. 

The other Sticklers foon complied, and took 
thirty- fix each for their Quota, and the reft I 
provided for, and they were as forward to work, 
and obey my Orders, as my own Seamen j 
tho' they were not fo on board of the other 5k- 
rat Ship, where they were like to mutiny for 
Want of Viftuals, even before they went to 
Sea, for thj Captain of that Ship pretended that 
he would allow them no Vidtuals before they 
went to Sea, and the poor indigent Fellows faftcH 
twenty-four Hours on that Pretext. At laft Hun- 
ger compelled them to make their Complaint to 
me, and I furniflicd them with a Supper, and 
bade them to be eafy till next Noon, and if there 
was no Provifion made for therh, when the 
Ship's Company's Dinner was ready, to feizc on 
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it for their own Ufe, and let the others ftay till 
more was dreft, which Advice they took to be 
very wholefome, and puncflually followed it. 

The Captain complained to me of the Paf- 
iengers Rudenefs, 1 told him, that they only 
followed my Advice, for I could not fee what 
PIcafure he could take in ftarving poor Men^ 
fince what they did eat was nothing out of his 
Pocket, for I knew the Charges would be al- 
lowed in his Accounts with his Employers, and 
advifed him to treat them civilly at Sea, fince 
they being fuperior in Numbers to his Ship's 
Company, might make them ufe Force to 
obtain what they ought to have by fair 
Means : Nor was I out in my Conjecture, for 
at Sea he put them to fo fmall an Allowance, 
that they mutinied, and threatned to carry him 
and the Ship to Madagafcar^ and deliver him to 
the Pirates. 

About Chrijimas I broke up Houfe-keeping, 
and paid Houfe-Rent for Captain Cock and his 
Officers, to remain in it a Month after me, and 
knowing the Scarcity of Money among him and 
his Family, I gave him a Bag with 1000 Spa^ 
nifh Dollars for his Sabfiftence on his V'oyage to 
Europe^ on Condition, that when he was in a 
Capacity to pay me, he would not forget to re- 
pay me. I gave his firft Lieutenant 100, and 
the fecond Lieutenant 50 of the lame Pieces, but 
without Provifion of Repayment. 

The Captain made his Acknowledgments in 
the moft emphatical Words he could exprefs, 
S 4 im- 
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imprecating Vengeance to purfue him if he did 
hot thankfully repay with good Intereft, when 
he was able. I alfo wrote to the Lords Com- 
miflioners of the Royal Navy, about the 
Charges I had been at on Account of the L06 
of his Majefty's Ship in Cbina^ and petitioned 
that I might be re-imburfed, and made Mr. 
Matthew Cock^ a Brother of the Captain's, my 
Attorney, to folicite for, and receive what their 
Lordftiips would pleafe to allow me. * 

I received a letter from the Captain, then at 
Cape Bona EJperance^ in his Way home, 
wherein he gave me an Account of their hard 
Ufage aboard of the Ship, and of the I^di of 
his fccond Lieutenant, and that was all I had 
from him in Twenty-three Years. When I 
I'rrivcd in England^ I did myfelf tl e Honour to 
write to him from London to Lcatherbead^ to 
try if I could fLirbiHi up his fliort Memory widi 
the Remembrance of what had part between us 
in China, but he protefted that he had quite for- 
got it. I anfwercd him, that his firft Lieute- 
rant, Captain Fakonar, ftill remembrcd it very 
well, and had made a grateful AcknowLdg- 
ment of the fmall Favour he received above 
twenty Years before. My Affairs calling me to 
Holland, in yJnno 1724, he called for me at 
London, when he knew I was in Ho/land, and 
before I returned to Eng/and, he had paid his 
great Debt to Nature, without taking Notice of 
the fmall one due to me. 
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CHAP. LIIL 

A Continuation of Obfervations on the 
Gods J Clergy and Devotion of the 
Chineie. 

AN D now I have followed him to his 
Grave. I'll return back to jimoy^ and 
obferve (bme of their Cuftoms, religious, civil 
and criminal. Their Temples are built all after 
one Form, but, as in other Countries, very dif- 
ferent in Beauty and Magnitude. Their Joffes 
or Demi-gods are, fome of human Shape, fome 
of monftrous Figures, but in the Province of 
Fokien^ they are more devoted to the Worfhip 
of Goddefles than Gods. Sluanhiem has the moft 
Votaries. She is placed in State, fitting on a 
Cuftiion with rich Robes, and her little Son ftand- 
ing before her, with a charged Trident in his 
Right Hand, ready to throw at Offenders of the 
Laws of Humanity and Nature, and alfo at thoie 
who make no Free- will-offerings to his Mother. 
The Cbineje who have feen the Roman Catholic 
Churches and Worfhip, fay that flic is the 
Cbinefe Virgin Mary. 

There is another Goddefs called Matfoa^ who 
fwimm'd from a far Country, through many 
Seas, and came in one Night to Cbinay and took 
up her Rcfidence there. She fits on a Plat- 
Form, with a Cufhion laid on it, and her Head 

is 
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is covered with blue Wool inftead of Hak. 
She is the Proce^trefs of Navigation, for whidi 
Reafon none go a Voyage but they firft niake a 
Sacrifice of boiled Hogs Heads, and Bread bsked 
in the Steam of boiling Water. It is fet befoce 
the Image when rccking-hot, and kept before 
her till it is cold, (he feeding on the SnK)ke, and 
the Devotees on the Subftance, when it is cold. 
On their Return from a Voyage, they com- 
pliment her with a Play, either adted on board 



They have another Godde(s in form of a 
Virgin, called ^ifonin^ who has many Vottrio, 
but is moftly worfhip'd in the Provinces of Pr« 
king and Nanking, but being a Virgin, (he ha 
many Lovers all over China. 

The God Fe has an human Shape, except hii 
Head, which has the Figure of an Eagle*i. 
Gan has a broad Face, and a prodigious great 
Belly. Fo is a very majcdick God, and is 
always placed with a great Number of little Gods 
to attend him. Minijb in Foiien, I take to be 
the God MigleSi at Canton^ being alike in Shape 
and Countenance. He is called the God of 
Plcafurc. Pujja is fet crofs-lcgged on a Cufliion, 
bcinangled with Flowers and Stars, and (he has 
eight or nine Arms and Hands on each Side, and 
two before that (he holds in a praying Pofturc. 
In every one of her Hands (except the two that 
are dedicated to Prayer) (he bears fome Thing 
emblematical, as an Ax, a Sword, a Flower, (Sc. 
The great God that made the Heavens and Darch, 
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they beftow an human Shape on him, like a 
l^ooDg Man in Strength and Vigour, quite op- 
pofite to the Church of ^me^ who make his 
EHidure like Sahadore Winter, old, cold, and 
hoary. I have feen many more whc^ Names I 
have forgot, fome with human Bodies, and Dra- 
gons, Lions, Tigers, and Dogs Heads; and one I 
law like Stour lonker in Finland^ with a Man's 
Body and Cloaths, and with Eagle's Feet, and 
Talons in the ftead of Hands* 

The Priefthood are in no great Efteem among 
the People, being generally of low Extrad. 
Thfcy have many different Orders among them, 
which are diftinguifhed by Badges, Colour d[ 
Habit, or Faftiions of their Caps. They are all 
oUtged toCelibacy while they continue in Orders, 
and that is no longer than they pleafe. Bt4 
while they condnue in Orders, and fhould, or 
chance to be convicfled of Fornication, they muft 
wcpiate the Crime with their Lives, except their 
high Prieft, who is called Cbiam^ and he always 
keeps near the Emperor's Perfon, and is in very 
great Repute, and he has Liberty to marry, be- 
caufe the High Priefthood muft alwa)rs continue 
in one Family, as Aarori% did for a long while, 
but not half fo long as it has been in this Frmily, 
who has kept up the Cuftom above 1000 Years 
fucceflively, without Intrufton of Interlopers. 

There are no Perfons of Figure or Fortune 
that care to have their Children confecrated to 
ferve at the Altar, fo that the Pricfts who can 

have 
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have no Iflue of their own, are obliged to boy 
Novices of fuch mean Ptrfons as Neoeffity forces 
to feli their Children ; and their Study bdng in 
the large Legends of their Divinity, and not 
having the Benefit of Converfation with Men of 
Letters or Polity, they are generally ^norant of 
the Affairs of the World, which makes them 
contemptible among fo polite a People as the 
ingenious and convertible Chinefe Laity arc. 

Confucius^ or, as the Chinefe call him, Cmfuce, 
was the Prince of their Philofophers. He was 
near contemporary with Artaxerxes^ Nebemiab^ 
and Mdlachiy about 450 Years before our Sa- 
viour Jefus Cbrift. He both taught and pradti- 
fed Moral Phil^fophy to Perfcdtion, and acquir- 
ed fo great a Veneration among his Country- 
ipen, that his Sentences are taken for Poftulata 
to this Day, not one fince having offered to con- 
tnidivlt any Thing that he has left behind in 
Writing. They have another Doilor of Philo- 
fophy called Tanjiw^ who was almofl as ancient 
as CoPif uciuSj and wrote many excellent Trafts of 
a virtuous Life, and the Methods to attain to it, 
but his Character is inferior to Con/ucius*s. 

Their Preachers take fome Apophthegm out 
of thofc ^reat Mens Writings, for Texts to com- 
ment and cxfpatiate on. They live very abfte- 
mioully, and rife early Ix^forc Day to pray. Every 
Temple has a Cloillcr or Convent annexed to it, 
and has a certain Stipend allowed by the Emperor 
to liipjwt the Prictls and Novices, but they get 
much more by letting of Lodgings to Tra- 
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•vellcrs, who generally lodge in their Cells, than 
the Emperor's Allowance. Befides, they have 
a genteel Way of begging from Strangers, by 
braiging Tea and Sweet-meats to regale them. 

The Cbinefe don't bury in or near their Tem- 
ples, but in the Field*?, and when Bouzi or Prieft 
tells a rich dying Perfon, that fuch a Piece of 
Ground is holy, and that the infernal Spirits 
have no Power to haunt fuch Ground, they'll 



in Body and Mind, to buy it at any Rate to be 
buried in, and fometimes they will pay a thou- 
iand Tayals for ten Yards Iquare of fuch holy 
Ground. 

The Fifliers and Qirriers by Water, who are 
born and bred in their Boats, and on the Water, 
mufl alfo be buried in it, unlefs they have 
Money enough to purchafe a Burying-place 
afliore. 

They have many Sefts among them, but all 
agree in the Tranfanimation of Souls, yet not 
one Sedt perfecutes another, but allow free Li- 
berty to believe what they think bcft, and it is 
very natural for Men to embrace what they 
think is beft, whether it is the beft or not* 

The Cbriflian Miffionaries have converted 
many by the Indulgence of feveral Emperors, 
particularly of Cinwgbce, and thofe Apoftles in- 
dulge their Profelytes in many Things oppofite 
to the Syftem and Canons of the Weftcrn U^rifti^ 
anity^ as Poligamy, Concubinage, and the In- 
vocation and Adoration of Pagan Saints, as well 
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as Qjrifiian^ in their Apotheoiis, which Im 
c^auled no fmall Difturbance at Rme. 

When a Mandareen of any ConfidmtioBy 
pa0es through a Street or High- way, he goes n 
great State, either on Horie-back, or in dofeor 
open Chairs, carried by Men, and he has Fktgp 
carried before him, and large Peels lacqueredi 
and painted black or red, with large golden 
Characters writ on them, that gives the Dc^ 
nation of his Titles and Dignity. The foremoft 
of his Retinue in their particular Habit, with an 
high crown'd Hat in Form of a cloie Stool-paii, 
and twolong Feathers of aPheafant's Talc, (land- 
ing upright in it, and they make an hidcoui 
Noife as they go along, crying inceilantly Ho-ot, 
to warn every one to off the Streets or High- 
way, till he pals by. Next to them arc Fel- 
lows with fmalLChains in their Hands, ready to 
throw over any Body's Head, and catch them 
by the Neck, that do not obey the Call of the 
foremofl Men. And next them arc Executi- 
oners with their Enfigns of Cruelty, as a great 
Sword, an Ax, and fome large Pieces of Wood, 
painted black, and trailing on the Ground as 
they pafs along, to bambow the Delinquent, 
wliich is by throwing them on their Faces, and 
giving their Buttocks as many Blows with thofe 
Battens as his Worfliip the Mandareen fliall 
order, and they have Caps like Sugar-loaves. I 
knew an Ejiglifl^ Gentleman now alive in 
/W, that underwent the Chaftifement of the 
Bambow. 

■ 2 Yet 
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Yet Iheard of acomical Paflage that happen^ 
d at Anwy^ between a Msmdartm and an EnUJb 
ifikM". The Mandareen going in his Chair, 
nth his ufual Retinue, met aSaikx* coming 
7kh a Keg of Arrack under his Arm. Every 
kxly went off the Street but the jolly Sailor, 
who had been tailing his Arrtck, he was lb 
aaonerly as to walk afide, and give the Man-- 
^mreen the Middle of the Street, but one of the 
ictinue gave the Sailor a Box on the £ar, and 
almoft (hov'd him down Keg and all. The 
iaUor d-«-n'd him for a Son of Whore, and 
ik'd what he meant by it, and at the iamc 
nme g^ve the Aggreffor a Box on the Ear in 
tetum. The poor Seaman was fbon overpower- 
id by the Retinue, but the Mandareen ordered 
o do him no Harm, till he had lent for the 
E^glijb Linguift, who forthwith came. The 
^^^^ndareen told the Linguift what had happened, 
iiftd bid him aik the Sailor why he gave him 
liat Affront The Sailor fware that the Mtm^ 
lareen had affronted him, in allowbg his Ser- 
vants to beat him, wbile he walking down the 
Street civilly, with his Keg of Samjhew under 
bis Armj; and fware by G— d that he would 
box the Mandareen^ or every one of his Gang, 
fer a Spani/h Dollar, and with that put his Hand 
io his Pocket and pull'd a Dollar out. 

The Mandareen ordered the Linguift to tell 
him verbatim what the Sailor iaid, and why he 
puU'd his Money out« When the Linguifl had 
tdd him all, the Mandareen was ready to £ill 
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off his Chair with laughing. And after he had 
compofed himfelf, he aflced if the Sailor would 
iland to his Challenge, who fware he would. 
The Mandareen had one Tartar in his Retinue, 
famous for boxing, who had won many Prism 
at it, and called for him to try his Skill on the 
Englijhman. The Tartars was a lufty Man, and 
the Sailor (hort, but well fct. The Tartar pro- 
mifed an eafy Conqueft, and to'the Combat they 
went. The Tartar ufed to kick high at the 
Guts, and the firft Time he kick'd, the Sailor 
had him on his Back. The Tartars was much 
fi(hamed of the Foil he had received, and at the 
Sailor again, but Jack foon tripp'd up his Heels 
again. He defired then to have a fair Bout of 
Boxing without Trippipg, which Jack Agreed 
to, and battcr'd the Tartar's Face and Bread fo 
with his Head, that he was forc'd to yield to 
old England. The Manchireen was fo plcafed 
with the Bravery and Dexterity of the Seaman, 
that he made him a Prefent of ten Tayals of 
Silver. 

In the Punifliment of Crimes there arc Laws 
made to proportion the Punilhment according to 
the Notoriety or Quality of the Crime. For 
Faults not capital, they ufe the BamAaw and 
Whip, or a Pair of wooden Stocks, or a wooden 
Collar, being Ibmc Boards fix'd together, with 
a Hole in the Middle for the Head to go through. 
It is generally about five Foot fquarc, and be- 
tween 60 and 80 Pound Weight, that they arc 
obliged to carry a confiderablc Way in the Day, 
I and 
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and deep in it at Night, fitting with that conti lual 
Weight on their Shoulders, becaufe there is no 
lying down, which Punifliment lafts as long as 
the Judge determines in his Sentence. Same they 
lay in the Stocks by the Neck, laid flat on their 
Back in the open Sun, with their Face con- 
tinually towards it while it fliines, and this lads 
for one, two, or three^Days, as the Judge thinks 
fit to order. 

Traitors, Murderers, and Pirates, are carried 
to Nankin to be tried and punifhed, except a 
fpccial Order from the Emperor carry Cuftom 
out of her Road. Thofe Goals in Nankin are 
only cleared of Makfadlors once in three Years. 
In thofe Prifons they live in great Mifery, and 
often wifli for Death before it comes. 

Every one of thofe Sort of Criminals has par- 
ticular Prifons belonging to fuch Crimes j and 
when the Judge receives the Emperor's Orders 
to reprieve fuch a Number, the Judge has it in 
his Power to fave whom he pleafcs of that 
Number fpecificd, and the reft are immediately 
put to Death, as faft as they can difpatch them 
with the Sword and Ax. I have been credibly 
informed, that 30000 have been executed in one 
Month, and half that Number reprieved. 

When the Emperor gives fpecial Order for 
the Punifliment of Piracy or Murder, the De- 
linquent is tied to a Stake, and an Executioner 
cuts the Skin of his Forehead round from Ear to 
Ear, and pulls it over his Eyes, and then delivers 
him to the Friends and Relations of jthofe that 

Vol. II. T had 
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had fufFered Injuries by him, and they have the | 
Pleafure of tormenting him as they plcafe. I 
have heard of fome who have been tortured three ' 
Days and Nights before they expired. Others i 
have had a Brick or Stone Cloke built round 
them clofc to their Bodies, by the Side of an 
High-way, and a Guard fet over them, who 
commanded all Paffengers to fpit on their Heads 
as they paft by, and they are generally much 
longer a dying than the others. 

Parents have the Power of the Life and Death 
of their Children till they marry, and then that 
Power ceafes. Hulbands have the Cime Power 
of their Wives, if they are convi£ted of Adul- ; 
tery. I knew an Inftance of the latter in Aimf^ 
by a Chinefe that went a Voyage to Fort St. 
George^ and from thence to England. He had 
a good agreeable' young Woman to his Wife, 
and he pretended when he returned, to make 
his Wife iifc the Freedom of England^ in bring- 
ing his Wife into Englijh Mens Company when 
they came to his Houfc, and made her eat at 
Table, or drink Tea with them, but not when 
any Chinefe Strangers were in his Houfe, How- 
ever, (he did not know how to behave hcrfcif 
prudently in that State of Freedom, but was de- 
bauched by feverais, and he going a Voyage to 
Canton, had ftaid ten Months after the En^\{l 
Shipping was gone, and found her big with 
Child at his Return. He fcnt for her Relations 
and feafted them, and then before them up- 
braided her for her Difloyalty, and took a Piece 
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leavy Wood that they ufe in pounding Rice, 
gave her a Blow on the Head that killed her 
right. 

heard of an Tnftance of the other at Canton. 
ich Merchant had a profligate Son, whom he 
: abroad with a conliderabie Stock to employ 
Trade. In a few Months he had conlamed 
:he Stock, and run in D^bt. He cave his 
ditors Bill on his Father, who anfwered theni 
his own Credit. The Son came back, beg- 
his Father's Piirdon, and protefted, that for 
future he would lead a virtuous Life. The 
1 indulgent Father intruded him wich a fe- 
i Stock, and he, in a fliort Time, deftroyed 
: alfo, and when his Credit was gone, r^- 
led to his Father, who feemed to pafs by 
Folly. But one Day he made an Eijtertain- 
It for all his Relations, and when the Enter- 
ment was over, he began an Apologue that 
e pretty near his own Cafe with his Son, 
afked their Opinion what in Juftice the Son 
ht to fufFer for abufing his Father's Kind- 
, and ruining his Eftate. They not know- 
that he and his Son were the Perfcns 
itioned in the Fable, under borrowed Names, 
limoufly agreed that the Son ought to be 
iflied with Death. On which the Father 
: a Knife and cut his Son's Throat, before 
zx the Son or his Relations had the leaft 
jght of it, and then he thanked them for 
ing fo jult a Sentence, for that he and his Son 
z the real Perfons rcprefented in the Apologue. 

T 2 If 



276 



A New Account 



\ 



If Children grow incorrigible, and defplfeibe 
Threats or Admonitions of their Parents accord- 
ing to Law, the Parents are to complain of them 
to the Magiftrate, and upon full Convidioni the 
Magiftrate will feverely corre£t them. For if a 
Son break the e(labli(hcd Laws, the Parent 
fufFers Punifhmcnt as well as the criminal Son, if 
he had not before made the Magiflrate acquaint- 
ed with his Son's Vices. 

And if a Parent is brought to Poverty and 
Want, and has not brought his Son up to fome 
Calling, whereby he might get his Living, the 
Son is not obliged to afliil his Father^ but other- 
wife he is. 

In their Marriages the Bridegroom never feci 
his Spoufe till they are married, for the Match 
is made by Matrons of both Sides, and he ii 
obliged to pay a Sum of Money to the Bride's 
Relations, before he can liave her, and whca 
all Obilacles are removed, her Relations make a 
Fcad for the Bridegroom and his Friends, and 
after that is over, Hie is brought vcilM into the 
dining Room, and he prefcnts her with fome 
Jewel of fmall Value, or fome Pieces of Silk 
Stuffs, and a Piicfl iacrifices a Cock by cutting 
his Tliroat, and f])rinkling fame of the Blood od 
them hoth, and then they arc married by Law, 
and lie ieidoni marries another while fhe lives, 
except in cale of Banennefs, and then he may I 
take anoth<:r, and fo in cafe of Failure in KToCi ! 
as far as four, but thry cannot go beyond that | 
Number, yet he may buy as many Concubines | 
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- as ht plea(es, and the Wives are ranked accord- 
• mg to Priority, and the Concubines muft attend 
and ferve the Wives. 

The Ladies Drefs is very becoming. They 
wear fine Linen Breeches that reach to the Ancle, 
but they are covered with a Petticoat handfomly 
platted, that reaches below the Ancle, and a 
Gown that reaches mid-leg down, tied with a 
.£lken Belt round their Middle, and each SleeVe 
: lb large, that one would ferve to put their Body 
in, and reaches almoft to the Ground. They 
: have a Collar of Embroidery handfomly cut, 
: that comes round their Neck, and covers the 
Neck of their Gown, and reaches half-way be- 
= twcen the Neck and Shoulder-bone. They 
have naturally a great Deal of Hair as black as 
Jet, which they fet on Wires fitted to their 
Head, raifed four or five Inches, and covered 
with their Hair in a beconling Manner, and 
thofe who can aflfbrd Pearl, have fome of them 
bored on one Side, and fet in their Hair, and 
they have two or more Gold Bodkins which 
keep all the handfom Fabrick faft. 

Their Feet are bound up with Rollers of 
Cloth when they come to three Years of Age, and 
are always kept hard bound, fo that all the other 
Parts of their Body grow in their natural Shape 
and Magnitude, but their Feet, which by Re- 
flraint, are always as fmall as they were when 
firft bound up. Their pretty litrie Shoe has a 
Piece of Wood placed in the Middle between 
the Heel and the Toe, that ferves for both Heel 
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and Sole, which makes them rather trip along 
when they go, for their Ambulation cannot be 
called Walking. 

Their Forehead is large, pretty fmall Eye- 
brows, well arched, their Eyes black, but al- 
moft hid with the Lids, their Nofe frnall and 
flat at the Eyes, their Mouth little, and pretty 
plump Lips of a deep Vermilion Colour, their 
Cheeks and Chin in good agreeable Symmetry, 
and their Neck fmall, their Arms long and len- 
der, a fine little Hand, and to grace the whole 
Strudturc of their Perfons and Ornaments, the 
Nails of their Fingers are never pair'd but arc 
let 10 grow to two or three Inches in length, 
to (he w that they are not employed in lervik 
Works. 

And this Fafliion of long Nails is followed by 
the Men of Diftindtion, and are carefully kept 
clean, and formerly, before the Tartan were 
their Lords, they wore their Hair long, rolled 
up behind (as our Women in Britain formerly 
wore thcirs) and a Net of Hair or black Silk to 
cover their neat Rolls and Gold Bodkins, with 
double or treble Pjongs Ituck in their Hair, to 
keep it in Order, but now they have only a 
I^ock at their Crown, platted and hanging down 
tlicir Back, and none arc without that Lock, tor 
if they have not Hair enough growing naturally 
on their Heads, they take fmall Locks of bor- 
rowed Hair, and twift in with their own to be 
in the Fafliion. 

The 
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:• The Men of Figure have a Coat of Silk that 
; comes down to their Knees, and a Ihort Doublet 
over that, that reaches no farther than their 
i Loins. Their Breeches are large and full, which 
: come under the Tops of their Silk Boots, neatly 
{ Dnade and quilted, for great Men wear no Shoes. 
: They generally wear on their right Thumb a 
thick Ivory or Agate Ring, very convenient for 
drawing their long Bows made of Buffaloe'% Horn, 
they being all bred to Archery, and exercife them- 
ielves much in fhooting at a Mark. They wear 
their Swords on the left Side, with the Point for- 
ward, and when they draw them, they lift up 
their lacqued Scabbard, that the Handle may 
reach above their Shoulder behind, fo that at 
the drawing of them with their right Hand, they 
can make a good and nimble Stroke on what- 
foever they attack. 

And to drefs our China or Tartar Gentleman 
completely, he wears a Cap made of fine Mat 
for that purpofe, iij the Form of a blunt Pyramid, 
with a Taffel of Horfe Hair dyed red, tliat reaches 
from the Crown almoft to the Bottom, and 
often an Amber or Coral Button faftned to the 
Crown of the Cap, and they ufe a Piece of Hair- 
tape to come under the Chin, to keep it from 
blowing off by the Wind, and to their Girdle 
they have a Purfe for their little Tobacco-pipe, 
which is made of fomc Metal, and two other 
Purfes, one fmall for their Tobacco, and the 
other pretty large, with feveral Divifions in it for 
their Money and Papers, all drawn clofc by filkea 
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Strings, and their Handkerchief is a Piece of 
coarfe Cotton Rag (luclc between their Girdle and 
Side, one End hanging to the Knee, and that 
fcrves for a Towel and a Napkin alfo, and fo I 
have cquip'd him either as Courtier or Cavalier. 

Bat the Mandareem of the Pen have a long 
Gown to their Heels, with Badges or Blazons 
on their Backs and Breafts, to diftinguifli their 
Degree or Dignity, and before they arc admit- 
ted to the Degree of Dodlor, they muft pals 
thro' feveral Trials and Examinations. They alfo 
wear a diflinguifhing Cap on their Head, and 
look as grave as an old Advocate. 

A Merchant and Mechanic wear the iamo 
Cap as the Courtier, but their Habit is a bng 
Kobe with narrow Sleeves, and Stockings made 
of coarfe Cotton Cloth, with fquarc-tocd Shoes, 
without Hcclf. or Latchctr, to tic them on. The 
I'cafiuit and Fiflicrs arc not tied up to fumpturc 
Laws, but wear what they picafc. 

livcry Houfc, Ship and Fiiliing-boat keep a 
ilomcftick (Jod that they pay Adoration to 
livening and Morning, and he has alway a fmall 
flat Tabic with Ledges btfore him, filled widi 
Wood-aflics fmoothed over, and Iniall P'urrows 
drawn thro* the A(hcs in Order, and thofe Fur- 
r wr. filled with Powder of Puf chock or Radix 
ilulcis mixM with Powder of Sandal, Myrrh or 
OltbcirMm^ and the Compfition is fired at one 
JCnd, and it gives a little, but plcafant Smoke 
tlic whole four and twenty Hours, without the 
leaft Need of mending or renewing it, 

When 
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When two China Men quarrel, (for they arc 
naturally a little choleric) if the Breach is fo 
wide that it will be difficult to be made up a- 
gain, then they'll threaten not to pay any Re-^ 
vcrcnce or Refped: to one another's God, and 
tbat Word cuts off all Means of Communion 
and Society ever after. And fo I leave them, 
and proceed to my Obfervations on other 
Things. 



CHAP. LIV- 

Gives an Account of the natural Rari^ 
ties of China, and of the Emperors 
Revenue and common Expence. 

THERE are many artificial as well as na- 
tural Rarities in China. Their artificial 
ones are in ftupendous Bridges, that give fafe 
and convenient Paflages over great and rapid 
Rivers, and over Vallies between the Tops of 
Mountains, to make Roads eafy and pleafant 
that would otherwife be very ftcep, crooked 
and dangerous ; but I never faw any of them, 
tho' I have heard much Talk of them. 

They have alfo great and convenient Sluices to 
check the Violence of Floods from Lakes and 
Rivers, and to ferve out their Waters to lower 
Grounds, to moiften them and make them fit 
to yield good Crops of Com ; but I being con- 
fined 
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fined to the Ifland of jimoy^ could not have an 
Opportunity to fee them, fo that what I add 
more to my Obfcrvations, is only by Infama- 
tions and Reports from others, (who had tra- 
velled where I had no Pcrmiflion to go) wbofc 
Acquaintance I cafually fought after to be in- 
formed. 

I now begin again to continue my Courfe a- 
long the oea-coaft to the Northward : And in 
the fame Province of tokien is the River and 
City of UGckJko\ but whether the City of 
Hockjew be the fame with Fochew^ I know not ; 
it is very large however, and is famous for be- 
ing the Rclidence of the Chungtock^ and in 
brewing a Sort of good ftrong Ale in fmall Pots 
of coarfe China Ware, luted over with a Clay 
Head as big as the Pot. 

About twenty Leagues to the Northward of 
Jiockfew begins the Province of Cbcquiam, whofc 
chief City is Limpoa^ by fome called ISIimpoa, 
and by other Ningpoo ; however, it is a large 
City and drives a great Trade. Here the Portu- 
gueze were once well fettled, and had a numerous 
Colony, When the Cbweze were Mafters of 
tlicir own Country, and the Portugzieze of the 
Seas, it is reported, that they had above one 
thoiifnnd Portugueze Families lettlcd in Limpca, 
and were governed by tlicir own Laws. Their 
Trade thro' China and Japon^ which they car- ' | 
lietl in Shipping to Jfulta and CUua^ made ' 
lh?m prudigiuuny rich, whicii brought them 

into 
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into Luxury and Debauchery, and, at laft, was 
the Caufe of their Expulfion from Umpoa. 

They began to be notorious Ravifhers of Wo- 
men. They would go into the Country Villages, 
and carry oflF young Virgins by Violence, from 
their Parents, and when they had abuied them 
as long as they pleaied, ient them back to their 
Friendb. Many Complaints had been made, 
but no Redrefs could be obtained. At length, 
when a Parcel of Virgin-Hunters had gone into 
the Country upon an Expedition of that Nature, 
the Peafants fell on them, and killed them every 
Man. 

This Slaughter made the Pt^tugueze vtry loud 
in their Complaints, and demanded Juftice to 
be done on the Peafants. The Peafants made folid 
Replications to theComplaints of the Portuguese ^ 
and defired their Cafe might be laid before the 
Emperor, which was accordingly done, and the 
Portugueze were ordered to clear themlelves of 
the Crimes laid to their Charge, and they not 
being able to do it, were banilhed Lin,poa^ but 
had Liberty to carry off their EffeiSs : And thus 
ended the moft opulent Colony, at that Time, 
in the World. 

Nanking is the next Province to Cbequiani^ and 
the City of Napiking is ftill reckoned one of the 
largcll Cities in Ckiria^ or perhaps in the World. 
I have heard many fay, diat faw both Peking 
and Nanking^ that it occupies a larger Spot of 
Ground than Peking^ and that the triumplial 

x^rches. 
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Arches, Palaces, and other public Edifices, are 
nobler than thofe at Peking. 

The Province be<;ins at Souchew^ a large City, 
and one of the greatefl: trading Cities in Qnm^ 
in Gold, wrought Silks, PorceUine or China 
Ware. It ftands near the Lake of Hamcbm^ 
which is about 20 Leagues long, and 1 6 broad, 
of fine clear frefli Water, and it produces many 
^ excellent Sorts of Fifties, fome whereof arc 
daily fent in Boats to Peking for the Emperor's 
Table. 

Klanking City ftands on the Banks of the 
River Kiam^ the greateft, but not the longcft 
River in China. It is (ituated about 1 00 Miles 
from its Mouth, in a fine, pleafant, fertile 
Plain. It was formerly the Metropolis of all 
Cbina^ till the Tartars grew troublelbme and 
formidable, which drew the Court to Peking^ 
to be nearer the Frontiers,in order to check their 
Infolence. 

The Diftance between Nanking and Peking 
is about 500 EngliJJo Miles. They have a Com- 
munication by Water in two royal Canals, one 
from Naking to the yellow River, fo called 
from the Colour of its Water, and the other 
from that River to the City of Peking^ or very 
near it. They are the Work of Art, done by 
the hard Labour of many Thoufands of poor 
Workmen, in Obedience to their Emperors 
Oder, to fiicilitate the Carriage of Merchandize 
bcivvccn thole great Cities. 

The 
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The yellow River, or Oorcei River, is much 
longer than any River in J(/ia^ or perhaps in 
Europe^ for there are 30 Degrees Diftance be- 
tween its Source and its Mouth : And I heard 
one Mr. Fountanay^ a Miffionary, who went to 
to France on the Emperor of China's Account, 
about the Year 1694, fay, that he believed, 
there were as many People that lived in Boats 
and Veffels on the Rivers of Kiam and Corcet\ 
as in the three greateft Provinces of France^ for 
in their Veffels they keep Fairs on thefe Rivers, 
one Seafon at one Place, and in other Seafons 
at other Places j and tho* there may be 10000 
Veffels affembled at a Fair, yet there is as good 
Order and Decorum kept, as in a well governed 
City. All Ships and Boats who have the lame 
Species of Goods are moor'd together along a 
certain Place on the River's Side allotted for 
them, by proper Magiftrates, and at Night, 
W^atches are fet to prevent Thieving and Dif- 
order, and Offenders are feverely punifhed, 
without Refpedt of Perfons. 

There are alfo Fairs kept on the Royal Canal, 
between the Telhw River and Peking^ in which 
all the Sorts of Commodities that China pro- 
duceth are to be fold. 

The Magnitude, Beauty, and Opulency of 
Peking^ are fo fully defcribed by fome who 
have been there, tiiat my Hearfay Account can 
be of no Ufe, and for that Caufe I omit it, but 
the aforefaid Mr. Founianay told me, that the 
Winter Seafon is much colder thaii in FranceyZXiA, 

that 
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that in the Month of Nwember^ the Fraternity 
bought three Deers, and hung them up in a 
Pantry without Salt^ and when they had a 
Mind for fome Venifon, they cut what they 
wanted for their Ufe till the Beginning of Marcb^ 
and what was left then began to grow ftale, but 
not before, which fliews the fubtile Coldncfs and 
Dryncfs of the Air there. 

And now being at the End of my Journey 
on the Continent of jifia^ I'll make fome more 
general Obfervations on the Produdt of Cbina^ 
and return to the Southward, to take a view of 
the Iflands that face the Sca-coafts of Cbina^ 
and ftcer back to the Northward as far as 
Japm. 

As there arc many Mountains in China^ fo 
they h:\vc many difFerent Qualities. Some by 
their Situation and prodigious IlcigJ^t, fhew 
their lofty Tops above the Clouds, always clear 
and fcrcnc, but none dare prcfume to go to their 
Tops, bccaufc the Air being too much rarified, 
infcnlibly takes away Pcrfpiration, and caufcs 
Deuth. Others, tho' as iiigh, by nitrous and 
fulphurous Mines in their Howels, fend up thick 
Vapours that always bitle ilieir 'lops: And at 
the Foot of thole Monnuiins arc Spiings and 
Wells of Fire, that continunlly burn in their 
own Cells, but never break foitli in any oilier 
Places. 

Other Mountains arc coverM with Trees of 
various Sort?. The Pine is the hirp;efl, Ionic 
being fix Foot through, and lour or five Ilorc 
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CffoeU high, or according to Englijh Meafure, 
an hundred and fifty Foot in Length, and 
they produce Bambows^ as long, and fo big, 
that one Joint between the Inter-nodes or Knots, 
can contain above ten Catties of Water, which 
are of great Ufe to Sea- faring Men, to hold 
their frefh Water in. They alfo produce the 
Rofe-Tree, which preferves an agreeable Smell 
and Colour as long as the Woods lafts, which is 
not lefs than a Century or two. 

In the fouthern Provinces, I have been told, 
that a Tree called ^anlang^ has a foft Pulp 
growing within it, which the Inhabitants dry 
and pulverize, and apply it to all the Ufes that 
Wheat-flour ferves for, having the fame Tafte 
and Quality. I heard a Miflionary aflert, that 
not far from Limpoa in the Province of Che-- 
quiam^ he faw fome Trees that bare a Fruit pret- 
ty hard on the Outfide, but within a fat Pulp, 
which being put a while in the Air, becomes 
good white Tallow 5 and it ferves for all Intents 
and Purpofes, for the fame Ufes that Tallow is 
put to, only with this Advantage, that it does 
not defile the Hand, nor greafe and ftain 
Cloaths. 

All the Provinces of China are well ftor'd with 
Fruit- bearing Trees, and being of fo large an 
Extent, and the Seafons fo different, that in 
one Place it is Summer, while in another Place 
Winter predominates, as in the Provinces of 
^anfi and ^antuizg it is pleafant Summer, while 
in Zanji and Peking the chilling Colds of Win* 

tcr, 
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ter and Storms difturb the Air^ and (hut up 
the Pores of the Earth. 

All the Provinces produce Tea in abundance, 
but Nanking and Cbequiam afford the bed. I 
faw four or five Tea Shrubs growing on the Eaft- 
fide of jimoyy but it was in the End of Septent' 
ber^ when all the Leaves were off. It is pretty 
like a young Willow j and I was informed, that 
they plant once in three Years, and pull all up, 
or cut down all that are above that Growth. I 
was alfo informed, that about the Middle of 
June^ they pulled off the firfl: and bcft Leavei, 
and about the Beginning of Augujl they had a 
Crop of Sungha Tea, which is lomewlut grof- 
fer than the Bing or firft Crop. Both thofe 
Sorts are put under a Shade to dry with the 
Wind, and in September they ftrip the Bu(h of 
all its Leaves, and for want of warm dry Winds 
to cure it, are forced to lay it on warm Plates 
of Iron or Copper, and keep it ftirring gently, 
till it is dry, and that Sort is called Bohea : And 
I have heard others fay, that fome Grounds will 
produce none but fine Tea, and others again 
none but coarfe ; but tliey all agreed in drying 
the Bohea on hot Plates. 

On the Skirts of the Mountains they plant 
their Mulberry-Trees for their Silk- Worms, and 
cut them down at two Years Growth, becaufc 
the Infcdt delights moft in a tender I^of. 

There are many ufcful Trees in (Ifha tliat 
bear no Fruit- Some bear Beans, but of thofe 
I have fcen in htiia at Sural and Bengal. One 
i Sort 
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Sort they have that provokes ' Sleep, by laying 
Ibme of the Leaves in the Bed near the Patient. 
The Iron- Wood Tree is commodious for ma- 
king Anchors for Shipping. It is prodigioufly 
ftrong and hard, and has natural Gravity enough 
to fink it to the Bottom of the Sea. 

On the Mountains of Zenji^ near the famous 
Wall that divides China from Tartary^ grows 
Abundance of that ufeful and valuable Root 
Rhubarb, whofe Ufe is fo well known in Eu^ 
rope^ The Root Genjing grows alfo in Woods 
there, and when the Natives go in Queft of it, 
to find it, they are forced to go in the Night- 
Scafon, with Torches in their Hands, for fear 
of being aflaulted by the wild Inhabitants of the 
Woods, fuch as Lions, Tigers, Leopards, Rhi- 
noccrofes, (Sc. of the brutal Kind, befides dan- 
gerous Reptiles, as Serpents and Snakes, which 
all flee from Fire. I have heard of Serpents 
thirty Foot long, and five in Qrcumference, 
which lurk all Day in their Dens, and come 
out in the Nights, to prey on Animals that lie 
fccurely in theirs. 

This Root Genjing^ when dried, is like a 
little Carrot, of a light yellow Colour, and a- 
bout mid- way down, it branches in two, which 
makes the Cbinefe call it the Man-herb. It has 
a fweetifli Taftc, but being much chew'd, it 
ieems bitterifh. It is cut in Shreds, and drunk 
with Tea, and then it is efteemcd a very great 
Rcftorativc of the animal Spirits. It is exceeding 
hot in Quality, and therefore to be avoided by 

Vol. IL U thofe 
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tho/c of Arong Conftitutions. It is excellent b 
ConfumptionSy and for its feveral Rood Qualities, 
is fold at a great Price, ibme at uree Times its 
Weight in Silver $ but after it is a Year old, it 
goes off at a Shilling per Ounce^ becaufe it b 
difficult to keep the Woite out of it. Ba£x 
CUm^ or China Root, grows in many of 
Qnna^ but the Ifland of Afrnm yields the beft. 

The Emperor's Revenues, by Report, a- 
mountto 1 80000000 of 7jyj/r, out of which 
he maintains fifty Cahesot Privy- Counfellors, at 
J 00000 Tayals yearly. The Princes of the 
Blood are honoured with the Government of 
Provinces, and are allowed, out of the Royal 
Treafury, from 500000 to 1 000000 
yearly. He has fourteen Provinces, wherein he 
maintains 80000 Soldiers in each, and each Sol- 
dier is allowed 10 TayahperAmum in Silver, and 
a Catty of Rice, and an Ounce of Salt per Dayi 
which are delivered monthly out of the Empe- 
ror's Granaries. In a Word, I look on Cbiu 
to be the richeft and befl governed Empire in 
the World. And fo having given the beft Ac* 
count I can of it, I ileer my Courfe to the 
Southward among the Philippine Iflands, whofe 
Defcriptions 1 take by Report. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. LV. 

Gives fome Account of the IJlands of 
Mindanoa, Luconia, Formofa and 
Japon, ^ith fome remarkable Occu^ 
rences that have happened on them. 

MINDANOA is both the Southermoft 
and Eaftermoft of all the Philiffpines^, 
It has little or no Commerce with Strangers, 
and I never heard of any European Ship that 
went to it, fince Captain Snvan called there ia . 
bis Way from Panama to India^ when Captain 
Dampier was with him ; who, no Doubt, has 

fVen a good Account of it in his Travels : And 
know no more of it, but that it is divided into 
many fmall Principalities, and that the Sea-* 
Worm eats fo greedily Ships Bottoms, that in 
diree or four Months they eat quite thro', and 
that there is Abundance of Rice and other Pro- 
^fions to be had very cheap there, and that it 
produces very good Caffia-Lignum, or BaAard 
Cinnamon. It is about 140 Leagues in Length, 
but of a very unequal Breadth, having many 
large deep Bays running into it, which afford 
many Harbours for Shipping. 

Papa-goa, or little Borneo^ is a very long nar- 
row Ifland, being 90 Leagues long, and but 14 
or 15 broad* It breeds the beft Soldiers and 
Seamen, that the Spaniards have in the Philips 
U 2 pines ^ 
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ftnes^ but produces nothing for Exportation. 
The Spaniards have a Fort on the North-Eaft 
End of it, and fo they have on the Iflands of 
Ptf(wry, Negrofs^ Cobu^ Leyte and Samar. They 
are all large ijdands, but have no Commoditiei 
for Export. And Mindoray that lies clofe to the 
Idand Luconia^ affords nothing for Trade. 

Luconia is the largeft of the the Philippim 
Iflands, and is richeit in its Produdtions, for it 
affords Corn, Fruits and Roots in great Plenty, 
as well as vsrild Game and Fowl. It produces 
Gold, but of a low Touch. It is not half cod- 
Guercd yet by the Spaniards^ tho' they are pof- 
lefs'd or all the Sea-Coaft, as the Dutch are of 
Zealban ; and the Natives lofe no Opportunity 
of cutting off their Lords the Spaniards^ when 
they can do it without Danger. They have 
fortified their Mountains and Vallies fo well 
with thick Hedges of Bambows^ that the SpM- 
ards cannot eafily moleft them, tho* they have 
fecret Ways to fally out and diflurb their Enemy. 

The chief City in Ijiconia is Manhila or Ab- 
nilla^ the Refidence of the Spanijh Viceroy, and 
the Port where all the Galleons that come yearly 
from New Spain^ rcfort to. The Harbour is 
fpacious, commodious and fafe. They admit 
of Trade from India and China ^ but not widi 
any European Nation. The Mahometans are to- 
lerated in their Religion, but not the Pagans ; 
fo that all Chine/e that go there for Commerce, 
get a little Brafs Image hung about their Nedc, 
with a String of Beads in their Hands^ and 

learning 
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feaming to crofs themfelvcs, cry ^efu SatUfa 
MaltCy (for they cannot pronounce Maria^ bc- 
caufe the letter R is excluded the Chinefe Al- 
phabet) I fey, when they have got all thofe 
fore-named Qiialifications, they are good Spanifb 
Cbriftians. 

And when they have feathered their Neft by 
cheating the Spaniard^ and taken their leave of 
Manilla or Manbila, at their pafling by a Moun* 
tain dedicated to the Virgin Mary^ they throw 
their Beads over-board, and thank thtVirgin for 
her Kindnefs to them. 

In Anno 171 9, there happened a Mutiny in 
Manilla^ wherein the Viceroy loft his Life, and 
he had a Son that might have faved his, but 
was obftinate, and would needs follow his Fa- 
ther, It was occafioned by Oppreffion and 
Avarice, for the Viceroy having a Mind to fill 
his Coffers at any Rate, fet up a Tribunal, 
wherein the richeft Merchants in the City were 
impeach'd for high Crimes and Mifdemeanours, 
by fuborned Informers. Evidences were not 
wanting to prove Things that never were done 
by the innocent Merchants, and on thofe falfe 
Informations and Evidences their Perfons were 
imprifoned, and their Eftates feized. Thofe 
that had not been profecuted, feeing their Dan- 
TOT, carried their Goods and Money into the 
Churches and Convents for Securitv, and fled 
into the Country themfelves, till the Times 
fliould amend ; but thofe Places of Sandhiary 
were violated, and when the Merchants were 
U 3 fummoned 
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^ummonedi and did not appear^ their Eftalei 
were confifcated^ and brought out of die 
Churches and Convents by Force. 

The Archbi(hop, and his Army of Priefti^ 
went to hinii and laid the Peoples Grievanoci 
and his'own Oppreifions and Crimes before hiflo*; 
but he treated them rudely^ which fooo pot the 
whole Citv in an Uproar. A cuoning and boU 
Prieft of the jiugujitne Order feeing tM People's 
Difpofition to Mutiny, took a laree Crucifix oe 
his Shoulder, and invited all wno were tnie 
Catholic Chrijliam to follow Jefus Cbriji'% Bm- 
ner^ and afford Succour and Afliilance to Cbirip^% 
pcrfccuted Flock. 

The Citizens came thronging after the Prieft 
and Crucifix, well armed, ai^ they marched 
dircdlly to the Viceroy's Palace. His Guards 
all deferted him on Sight of the Pricft and Cro- 
cifix, and he and a few of hisDomeilics fired fome 
fmall Arms, and killed fome, and wounded 
others, whkh fo enraged the Muhitude, that they 
ru(h'd furioufly up Stairs, and (hot him dead. His 
Son was Govenor of a Caftle a little Way fiom 
the City, and he hearing that his Fattier was in 
Danger, came with his Garrifon to refcue iiim, 
but being killed before the Affiflance came, die 
Cit\7.ens complimented him, and dclired him to 
reti A to his PoH:, for they had nothine to by 
to iiis Charge, but he refufed, and ^woie he 
would be avenged on his Father's Murderers, and 
beginning to ufe Violence on thofe next to hiio, 

b^io- 
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his Men deferted him, and he (bon fell a Sacri* 
ficc to his own Folly, There were above a 
Million and an half of Spardjh Dollars found in 
his Treafury, out of which thofe whom he had 
unjuftly robbed were reimburfed. 

It is about 120 Leagues from South to North, 
and the South End is about 100 Lieagues in 
Breadth. It breeds good, hardy, fmall Hprfes, 
and if it were in the Hands of lome induftrious 
Nation, it is able to furnifh good Materials to 
build a good Commerce with ; but the Spam-- 
ards are rich, lazy and proud, and rather dif« 
courage than improve Trade, or to engage the 
Natives to be civu and induftrious. 

The next Ifland of Note is Form/a^ but there 
are feveral fmali Iflands between it and Lucmia^ 
which belong to China^ tho* of no great Ac- 
count, and bccaufe they are flat and low, they 
are called the Bqflxe Iflands. 

Formofa is a noble Ifland, and produces many 
valuable Commodities, as well for the Suftenancc 
of Mankind as for Pleafure and Luxury. It af- 
fords Plenty of Gold, raw Silk, fine white Sugar, 
Sugar-candy, and Q)pper finer than in Cbina^ 
but coarfer than in Japon^ and feveral Drugs, 
as GaJUngal, China Root, &c. Before the Tar-^ 
tors fubdued it, it had Kings of its own, but 
tributary to Cttna. The Natives differ much 
from the neigbouring People of China and Lw- 
conia^ both in Phifiognomy and Make. They 
are of a low Stature, with a large Head and 

U 4 Fore- 
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Forc-hcad, hollow-eyed, and the Cheek-bone 
very high, a large Mouth, and a (hort flat Chin, 
with little or no Beard on it, long jaw'd, and a 
fmall long Neck, their Body Hiort and fquarc, 
their Arms ard Legs lone, fmall and ill- 
fliaped, their Feet lone, and broad at the Toes, 
and generally they arc baker-kneed. The Eng-^ 
lijh and Dutch had their FaAories there, but 
about the Year 1678, when all Fokien had fub- 
mittcd to the Tartan fihty were ordered to with- 
draw their Factories from Teymn^ a fmall Ifland 
clofc to the great one, on which their Fadories 
flood. The Englijh obeyed, and removed over 
to Amoyy but the Dutch received Supplies from 
Batavia^ and endured a long Siege, but were at 
laft forced to fubmit, tho' they fold their Fadory, 
and many of their Mens Lives pretty dear, for 
the Tartars loft above 5000 Men in reducing it. 
Jt is now wholly under the Tartars^ and the 
Cbuv.gtock of Fokien has the Supcrintcndency of it. 

When it was tributary to China ^ about the 
Year 1650. there was a Itxangc Diftcmper ragcti 
on the Ifland for three Years together, for moft 
of the Virgins between twelve and eighteen Years 
of Age, had a Trick of hanging themfelves, in 
fo much that very few Maidens were left on the 
Ifland, nor could any Remedy be found to pre- 
vent it, before an old China Man found one 
out, and addrefs'd himfelf to the King, defiring 
him to make a Trial of hanging all thofe that 
hanged themfelves privately, up by one Leg on 
the Sides of High-ways, for Paflcngcrs to gaze 
on. The King took his Counfel^ and hanged 

up 
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up fome fo, and in one Month's Time the 
Maidens refrained from hanging, and have con- 
tinued good Girls ever fince. 

The Religion of Teyioon (for that is the Name 
that the Cbinefe call the Ifland of Formoja by) 
is purely Pagan. They all worfliip the Sun 
and Moon, and the Stars their Children. Some 
worfliip the firft living Thing they fee in the 
Morning, except a Lizard. 

Between Teywon and the Coaft of Fokien, 
lie the Pifcadores Iflands, fo called from the 
great Quantities of Fifli caught about them. 
There are many Shallows lie a good Diftance off 
them, on which an Englijh Ship from Surat^ 
called the Jofiab^ was fliipwreck'd in Anno 1697. 
but all the Men were faved j and on the Re- 
port of a Jefuite Miflionary who was Paflengcr, 
that had fome Things on board for the Em- 
peror, one Mr. Reynolds the firft Supercargo, was 
forced to take a Journey to Peking^ who clear- 
ed himfelf, but brought Scandal on holy Mother 
Church, for forging Things fo palpably falfe, 
for the good Father's Trunk was faved, and 
opened by proper Officers, and not one Thing 
that he had reported to be in it, was found. 

Many other Iflands lie along the Coaft of 
Cbina^ but of no great Note, till we come to the 
Ifland Chnjan, which lies off the Mouth of Um- 
poa. It firft became famous in the Tartar Wars, 
for many Chine/e of Note repaired thither with 
their Families, who thought to have found a 
quiet Retreat there, but they wcre miftaken j 
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fovhyCoxinga&omJmoy^ and the Tlxr/^ri con* 
tinually warring thereabout, they were hara^ 
between them, and at length a Garifbn of Tor- 
tars fettled on it, and gave it their Laws. 

In Arm ijoo. (he new EaJi^India Company 
of Englandy fettled a Factory on Cbufim^ fay 
Mr. Allan Catcbpok before mentioned^ but by 
the Oppreflion of the Tartar Officers, and die 
Company's Negled of fending Money fuffident 
to carry on their Trade, Mr. Catcbpok removed 
the Fadory again in the Beginning of the Year 
1^703. and carried it to Pulbhcondore^ as b before 
ooferved. 

From the North End of Form/a^ to the Soudi 
End of Japan J the Diftance is about 220 Lea- 
gues, and in the Fair- way arc fcveral Iflands of 
no creat Account in Commerce. They are 
moft of them very high, and on one of them is 
a very great Vulcano^ which continually fends 
forth a prodigious Flame that may be feen in 
the Night above 30 Leagues Diftance from it. 

Bungo is a Province of Japon^ and was ho- 
noured with the Name of a Kingdom, bat 
about the Year 1655. it loft its Title and moft 
of its Inhabitants, for bebg too zealous in pro- 
moting Cbrijiianity by barbarous Ways. The 
Portugueze found this Illand and yapon to be 
eafily brought over to their Notions of Cbri/H- 
anityj and that the Country abounded in Gold 
and Silver, drove a great and advantageous Trade 
there, for above one Century of Years. Nor 
were their Priefts idle in making Converts, for 
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in the Space of 100 Yeare, they profelyted 
1 80000 Families, when at the &me Time, the 
Empeior gave great Encouragement to the Priefts 
to go on in their Apoftle(hip, every one having 
free Liberty to embrace Cbriftiamtj^ and had not 
the giddy-headed CbriJUan Priefis, been too zea- 
lonfly hot and hafty, it was believed that the 
Emperor himfelf would have become a Cbrifiian^ 
but a civil War breaking out in Japofty and the 
Emperor's Forces much diminiilKd, ^e Cbrif- 
tian Priefts thought it a proper Time for them 
to fettle thdr Religion on the fame Foundation 
that Mahomet did his, by eftablifliing it in Blood« 
Their Thou^ts run on nothing lefs than ex* 
tirpating the Heathen out of the Land, and form* 
ed a Confpiracy oi raifing an Army of 50000 
Cbrijlians to murder their Countrymen, that ib 
the whole Ifland m^ht be illuminated by Chrif- 
tiamiy^ fuch as it was there. But the Emperor 
havii^ Intell^ence of their holy Defign, thought 
fit to prevent them, and coming to an Agree- 
ment with his rebellious Pagan Subjedls, dii^ 
covered the common Dan^ they all ky under 
from the Cbrijliam^ and mey, to fecure them-' 
felves, joined their Forces widi the Emperor's, 
but lay iilent till they faw where the Cbrijlians 
would begin their Tragedy, and it was not long 
before they b^an the MaiQacre, near a large 



marched fpeedily thither to chaflife their Inib- 
lence, and a very bloody Battle enfued, where- 
in the Cbrijlians had the Better. The Emperor 




The Emperor's Army 



foon 
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foon levied a greater Army, and engaged the 
Cbrifiians a fecond Time with Succeis, and 
quite routed them, and never gave them Time 
to form themfelves into another Army after, 
but folio v\^ed his Blow, fparing neither Mao, 
Woman, or Child that had been baptized, and 
the Pagan Bonzies or Priefts, were very good 
Informers, fo that in two Years, above 300000 
Perfons perilhed by the violent Zeal of bigptted 
Priefts, and an Edidl was publiftied, that what- 
ever Q)rtjiian fliould, for the future, be found 
within the Dominions of Japon^ ihould be put 
to Death without Mercy. 

Many new Inventions were found out to 
torture the Cbrifiians^ and the Priefts were the 
firft that made Trial ,of the Exquifitencfs of 
their Pain. The poor Women and Virgins 
were torn Limb from Limb, by being tied to 
Stakes placed in the Ground, under the Branches 
of large Trees bended down, and their Limbs 
being faftned to the Stakes and Branches, by 
the Elafticity of the Branches they were torn 
to Pieces. Children were thrown do\yn Pre- 
cipices, and dafh'd to Pieces, and Infants were 
drowned, and fo Romijh Cbriliianity ended in 
Japony with a very difmal and tragical Catal- 
trophe. 

The EngJiJh and Dutch at that Time had 
their Fadtories on a fmall Ifland called Firamhj 
that lay clofe to the Shore of the Ifland Bun^t 
and drove a very advantageous Trade, but in 
Anno 1664. when ^^Englijh Shipping arrived, 

2 oor 
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our never-failing Friends taking the Advantage 
of our being Chriftians^ and coming thither con- 
trary to the Ediift, were in Hopes to have a 
iecond Part of Amboina adted at Japon. They 
gave Information that the EngliJhwQrtCbrifiians^ 
and not only fo, but that our King had married 
the King of Portugal's Sifter, and had a Mind 
to introduce the Porfugueze fecredy into Japon^ 
and how dangerous that may be to their State, 
they knew by dear bought Experience ; and as 
an undeniable Truth of our being Cbriftians^ 
they might fee in the very Colours that our 
Ships wore, the Sign of the Crofs. Their In- 
formation had fome of the defired EfFcdts, tho' 
not the cruel Part, The Emperor being ac- 
quainted with the Dutch Information, ordered 
the Englijh to be civily treated, their Cargoes 
to be taken off their Hands as before, and a new 
yapon Cargo to be provided for them, in lieu 
of what they brought, and at the ufual Time 
to difpatch them, with ftridl Orders for the Eng-^ 
li/h never to return again upon Pain of Death, 
by which fair Dealings the Dutch got the fole 
Ji^n Trade into their own Hands, except what 
is carried on by the Chinefe. This Account I 
had from Captain John Baer, who was in the 
laft Englijh Ship that traded to Japon. 

The Dutch and Chineje are both limited in 
the Numbers of their Shipping that trade to 
yapon^ the Dutch from one to four yearly, and 
the Chineje from ten to twenty. AiToon as their 
Ships arrive^ all their Crcv^ are fent afhore to 

Houfes 
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Uoufes provided £oc tbecn, tnd the yaptn^ 
take Pofteflion of the Ship, and all that (he hai 
aboard of her ; they unhinge the Rudder, and 
fend all the great Guns and Ammunition afhore. 
Each Cargo is unladen and (ent to the Fadory 
appointed for its Faflors, and there opened and 
repacked before proper Officers. The Goods st 
ient away without any Enquiry what they coft, 
or what they are content to take for them, aod 
the Officers take a Memorandum of what Com- 
modities they defire in barter, and thofe are 
provided and delivered on board their Ships by 
the Middle of OSioher^ and about the Beginning 
of November they deliver their Rudder, Guns, 
and Ammunition, and are difpatched in Form, 
to be gone without Delay. 

The Dutch Faftory is now fettled at Nanp^ 
Jaak^ on a littlp Ifland clofe to the Shore, and are 
there confined,without a Ibecial Permiffion from 
Court, either when they have a Defire to go on 
the main Ifland, or to remove from their Fac- 
tory to Batavia. 

I heard of a mortifying Accident that hap- 
pened to the Dutch Affairs in Japon^ when 
Mr. Charron a French Man, had the Dircftor- 
(hip of their Factory. He had been fevcral 
Times at Jeddo and Meaco^ two great Cities 
where the Emperor keeps his Court fometiroes 
at one or other of thofe Places, as his Fancy or 
Affairs lead him. The Emperor took a Lildng 
to Mr. Charron^ and often lent for him to hear 
the Accounts he could give of Eurof>e. Charron 
2 prefuming 
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prdbming on his Favours from the Emperor, 
begged Permiilion to build an Houfe on the 
litde Ifland where their Fadory flood, on his 
Mailers Account, which Requeil the Emperor 
granted. 

Accordingly the Foundation was laid very 
large {(x an Houle ; however, the Building went 
cheerfully on, till it grew into an handfom For- 
tification of a regular Tetragon. The Jap(mefe 
being ^orant of the Art of Fortification, had 
not the leail Sufpicion of Deceit, but fufifered 
them tofiniih jt. 

When it was finiihed, Mr. Cbarran advifed 
his Mailers at Batavia^ of the Progrefs he had 
made, and defired by the next Shipping to have 
fome Cannon fent him in Caiks filled with Rub- 
biih, fuch as Oaccam or Cotton, the Caiks to 
be well bound with Iron Hoops,, and the Heads 
iecurely fixt in, with fome Caiks of the iame 
Make, filled with Spkes, which Advice was 
accordingly followed. 

When die Shipping arrived, the lading was 
landed according to Cuilom, but in rolling the 
Caiks, one of t^m that had a Brais Gun, had 
the Misfortune to have one of its Heads fall out, 
and the Cheat was by that Accident difcovered. 
This put a Stop to all Conmierce till the Em-n 
peror's Fleafure was known about this ilrange 
Afifair. 

The Emperor forbad to interrupt the Trade 
but ordered their new built Houfe to be razej 
to the Ground, and to fend Mr. Cbarron 

Cou 
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Court, that he might expoftulate the Matter 
with him. The Orders were fpccdily obeyed, 
and Cbarrm went to Court, and when brought 
before the Emperor, was much dejedted in his 
Ldbks to what he ufcd to be formerly. 

The Emperor interrogated him on the dif- 
covered Cheat, and finding he had no Anfwcr 
fuBicientto vindicate himfelf, the King upbraid- 
ed him with abufing his Kindnefs, and ordered 
a Barber tp be brought, who pulled poor Char" 
rorC% Beard out Hair by Hair, and then a Fool's 
Coat and Cap were put on hin-* ^and he car- 
ried through the Streets of Jeddo^ 'for a ridicu- 
lous Speftacle, and was fent back to his Fadory 
with Orders to go off with the firft Ships that 
were ready to fail for Bntavia. 

The Japonefe are ftridl Obfervers of moral 
Rules, and particularly in Commerce, in fo 
much, that a Merchant of Reputation, in his 
Payments puts up 5, 10, or any decimal Num- 
ber of Cupangs^ which is a broad, oblong, thin 
Piece of Gold (of twenty Shillings Value there) 
into a Silk Bag, and putting his Seal on the Bag, 
paffes current for what the Seal mentions, for 
fcveral Generations, without fo much as once 
looking what is in the Bag ; and Gold is fo plen- 
tiful and cheap, that a Cupang of twenty Shil- 
lings in Japon^ paffes current at Batavia for thirty 
two Shillings, and when the Lion is ftamp'd on 
it by the Company, it paffes for forty Shillings 
Sterl. 

Their 
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Their Purcellein^ or Japon earthen Ware, is 
finer than Qtina V/are, but much thicker and 
heavier, and the Colours brighter, and it fells 
much dearer, either in India or Europe, than 
what is made in China^ but their Tea is not 
half fo good. Their lack'd or japon'd Ware is, 
without any Doubt, the beft in the World. 
The beft Sort will hold boiling Water with- 
out Detriment to it, and is fo hard, that I have 
made a full Pafs with a Rapier againft a Ca- 
binet, and there was not the leaft Shadow of a 
Mark to be feen after the Pafs. They abound 
in Silks both wrought and raw, much ftronger 
than what China produces. 

Japon, with the neighbouring Iflands under 
its Dominions, is about the Magnitude of Great 
Britain. It is in Length from North-eaft to 
South- weft, near 300 Leagues, and the Mean 
of its Breadth about 160 Miles. It is well peo- 
pled, and produces all Things neceflary for hu- 
man Suftenance, in great Plenty. They are 
cxad Obfervers of Juftice, and rigorous in their 
punifliing Crimes. 

A Man of Diftindlion, if convidled of a ca- 
pital Crime, the Emperor fends him a Letter, 
that on fuch a Day, and fuch an Hour he ma ft 
be his own Executioner on Penalty of exqnifite 
Torments, if he furvives the appointed Hour, 
So that the common Cuftom is, that the De- 
linquent fends for his neareft and beft Friends 
to a fumptuous Feaft on the Day fet him, and 
after the Feaft is over, he ftiews them the Em- 
VoL. 11. X p-Tor*s 
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perors Letter, and .while the v are reading it, 
he takes a Dagger that he has about him for 
the Purpofe, and with it he ftabs himielf below 
the Navel^ and rips hinxielf up to die Brcait- 
bone. 

The inferior Sort have not that Honour, but 
are forced to be contented with hanging, be- 
heading, or throwing over an high Precipice^ 
and for fmall Faults, whip|nngand ftigmatiziDg 
are common Puniihments. 

Their Houfes aVe for the moft Part built of 
Wood, but the Emperor's Palaces are of MarUe, 
and covered with gilded Copper. Their gildii^ 
is very durable, and can withftand all Winds 
and Weather many Years. ^ The City of Jedii 
is their Metropolis, and its Magnitude may be 
guefl by a Fire that happened in it about die 
Year 1660. which confumcd, in eight Days 
that it raged, above 120000 Houfes, befidei 
above 500 Temples. 

Their Religion is purely Pagan, and Amidi 
is their favourite God, but he lives a great Way 
off, for a Soul is three Years in continual Travd 
before it can reach Paradife^ which is only the 
Suburbs of Heaven ; however, whei .'they once 
get thither, they are pretty fure of getting to 
Heaven, and they live very quietly in Paradifc, 
becaufe not one Devil dares come there to dif- 
turb them. 

The magotty Zealots have a Trick of leajring 
over high Cliffs into the Sea, in order to give 
their Souls an eafy Paflage to Paradife, the Priefts 
I giving 
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Bving them bills of Credit to defray their Charges. 

the Way, and no doubt, the Mad-man pays 
the Prieft very handfomely for the Bill, and thofe 
Bills are fo good, that I never heard of one pro- 
tefted and returned. 

They have feveral other reputable Gods, and 
every one of them has their Adorers and De- 
votees. One has three^ Faces, and he is Father 
of the Sun, Moon and Stars. Every God has 
his own particular Paradiie, but none are nearer 
than three Years Journey. Some of their Zea- 
lots cut their own Throats to get an eafy Paf- 
iage, and others hang themielves. 

They carry their Idols in Proceflion on Horfc- 
t)ack, with inftrumental and vocal Mufic to 
entertain them. They make many Feafts and 
Sacrifices to their Idols, but they are only fed 
with the Smoke, the Votaries eat up the Meat. 

No Jatxmefe dares leave his Country, and if 
he does, ne never muft return. They are fo 
wedded to their own Cuftoms and Opinions, and 
fo jealous of having new or foreign Cuftoms in- 
troduced, that they will not fend Embaffies to 
other Kings or States, or fuffer their Merchants 
to have Commerce out of their own Dominions ; ' 
only they fend fome fmall Jonks or Veffels in 
the Summer-time, over to the Land of 
about 50 Leagues from the North-end of Japon^ 
and I have heard fay, that they bring much 
Gold from thence ; but whether that Country 
is a Part of their Dominions or no, I never 
could get Information ; but it is reported, that 
X 2 the 
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the Natives of Efo are lufly, robuft, and qq- 
civilized, but fpeak the yapon Language. 

I alfo heard/ that when De Heer Matjuiker 
yras General of Batavia^ he fent four Houkers 
to make Difcoveries of the Countries to the 
* Northward, and to the Weftward of Japm, 
one of which was fliip-wreck'd on the CoslA of 
Corea, and another on the Northward Coaft of 
yapm. . The other two had been on the Coaft 
of Efo^ but could not converfe with the Natives. 
She. that was loft on Japon^ had moft of her 
Men faved, and were kindly entertained^ and 
fent to their Factory : And twelve of the odier'i 
Crew that was loft in Corea^ got aftiore, and 
were detained Prifoners. Nine of them died in 
iixteen Years, and three were fent in Company 
with a Corean Ambafladof to Peking. Thofc 
three profefled themfclves to be good Catbolicks, 
and the Church of Peking got them Paffage for 
Canton^ where they met with Opportunities to 
get Pafliigc to Batavid. And now having made 
my Obfervations on all the maritime Coalh and 
Cities between Cape Bona Efperanza und Jaff^i 
I conclude, and bid you Adieu. 
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A 

T A B L E 

OF. 

Weights, Meallires and Coins, 
ufed in Ifcveral Parts of the 
East Indies. 

Weights ufed in Mocha for grois 
Goods. 

I f^JJillda - - 1 6 Kerrafs 

1 Vakea - - lo Cajillas 

I Maund - - - 40 Vaheas 

I Frafella . . 10 Maunds 

I Bdaar - - 15 Frafellas 

N. B. A Frafella kigil^, Aoerdi^s. 

X 3 The 



5 lo A Table of Weights, ^e. 
The Banyan Weight* 



I Rotulbis ] - . 15 Faieas 

I Maund - - 2 RotuUas 

I Frafella » 264 Rotullas 

I Bahaar « 400 RfftuUas 

Magiet^ a Root for dying, is weighed. 

I Vazena is - 14. Frafella 

I Bale - f> 13T Vazenas 

Ambergreafe Weight, 

I Bea is « It Vakea 

1 Vakea ? 9 Zequeen Wc^t 



W. J5. I Vakea is equal to 2 1 Penny Weight 
Tr(y.\ 

For -/^^tfiij Wood, which is much ufcd in Ara^ 
bia for Perfumes. 

41 Vakeas is a Maundy equal to 3/$. T/t;; 
Weight. 

The Gold and SUver Weight 

X Dollar Weight is 22 DiA 
I Zequeen ^ti^t 56 Grains 

The 
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The Coin current is the Cammajjie^ which is 
heightned and lowered at the Sherifis or Bankers 
Difcretion^ from 50 to 80 for a current Dollar, 
which is but an imaginary Species, being al- 
ways reckoned 2ii per Cent, lower than Spani/b 
Dollars. 

The Grain at Mocba is meafured by the Toman ^ 

which is 40 Kella. 
I Kella IB - - 4 Rotulhs 

Weights ufed in Perfia. 
Mound. lb. Averdupoisp 

I - Tofoerizeis - 6^ 
I - Capaar - 84 
I - Sbaab * 134. 

Their current Coins. 
I Sbabee is - 10 Gaaz or Oojbegs 

I Mamoodjf - a Sbabees 

I Abajbee • • 2 Mamoodies 
I Tmaan - - 50 jibajbees 
In Value 3/. 2S. 6d. Sterling. 

Their Pearl Weights. 
I MifcaliA «- 24 Ktrracki 

I Kerrack - - 4 Grains^ 

or 3 Abajbee Weight. 
6 Mifcal • - I OunceTny. 

X 4 The 
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The Prices current for Pearl at Qmg in Per^^ 

Anno J715. 
\MaJhee Weight. Prices in Mamoedieh 



1 


«• •» 


I 


2 


M «■ 


6 


3 


«• Ml 


12 


4 


from 20 to 


- 30 


5 


40 to 


- 50 


6 


70 to 


- 80 


7 


90 to 


- 100 


8 


120 to 


- 150 


9 


160 to 


200 


10 


220 to 




II 


280 to 


- 320 


J2 






13 




- 700 


14 




1 100 


15 




1600 


18 




2200 


21 


2500 to 


- 3000 



Weights ufed in BaJJora. 

J Mifcal\% • 1^ Derhams 

I ^^^^^ - - 500 ditto 

J Maund'baJJdra - 24 Vakea 
3 Mamd-attarie - i Maund-bajjora 
N* B. A Mawidattariek 27^ Averdupois. 

Bagdat 



Bagdat Weights are toOjf^iff^ Bqffora. 

I Faieais - /^QQ J^erbms 

I Maund-itffarie . - 10 Vakea 
I Maund-bagiat «- 6 Vakea 

Species of Coins current in Bajjora and Bagdat. 

I Derbatifh - - lo Fii/^ 
I Mamoodie from 10 to . , 12 Derbams 
I Jbajhee-f^ora ^ ^. 14. MamoQ^ei 

I 0(?2^ - . - 44. 

I Dollar - 7 ^(q 

I Spanijh ditto, from 9 to - 94. ^///^ 
I 27^^^m/6t)in 16 to : -f ibi £tto 
I G^r«w« Ducat - 154. ditto 

ABaJJora Tdmaanj^^ arid a Bagdat Tomaan 
100 ditto. , 

Weights ufed at Situfy. 

The common Weight is 40 S(ar to the 
Maund'pucab^ jSlb. Averdupois^ but for Ele* 
phants Teeth 84 AJ. 

Of the Weights in ufc at ^k^^/. 

The grofe Weight is 20 great Pice^ or 32 finall 
to a &^r. 

40 5^jr is . . I Maund 

20 Maimd - - i Carufy 
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Amber and ConI Wdght. 
t Sett is i8 Pi^, or * 35 ^oOa Weight. 

]%unond Wdght. 

'I Ibttty is - - - 3i Grains BfigUfi 
I Vatt . . . 3 Kutties 

I r<m/( - - % VaJk 

I ToiKf - - 3 a Stf 

1 Mi/eal . . 14 Tank 
;i Kerraek r - 3 Grains 

Tlie current Money m 5«raf . 

Bitter- Almonds go 32 to a Pice, 
1 .^«tfis - - 4 Pice 
% tisipee - - - 16 Aamef 

The Price of Gold rifes and Ms, according 
to the Plenty or Scarcity of Silver. 

The Bupees current in Payments are 

The CbiUoft/ always the fame. 
The Hundea t per Cent, lefs. 
The Harfanaa and 

The Magarie from i to » per Cent, le&. 

Weights 
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Weights in Uie at Bomhy.'^ 

I Sear IS - • loi Otx.Auerdup(as 
I Mound - - 46 Sear 
I CSism^ ... 20 Mound 

Their Accounts are kept by Boyes and Bupeeu 

I jRt^^ is « - 400 JZtiy^i 

But there are feyeral other Species of Mo- 
ney current there, as Xere^m^ hareei and 
Fedees. 

Decan Weights are equal to Bombay Wdght^ 
but for Silver and Gold 

I Ickery Fagoado is • 48 Jettoh 
I Darwary Fagpoda - 33 ditto 

An Ickery Fagoada formerly was reckoned 
at 34. Fupees^ ocZJb. ^d. Sterl. butnow they 
are reduced below 3 Bjt^s. 

Coo Weights are 

24 RotuUas to - I Mound 

20 Mound is . - * i Gondii of 
520 W. Aoerdupms. 

Their 
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' Their Goin. 

I Vintin • - .15 Budgerooch 
I 7ango - - 5 ^/^^/^-f 
I Xerepbin Qt Pardoa - S ^^^SP^ 
I Gold St. - 5 Xerephins 

But they keep their Accounts in Rayes. 
Calecut Weights arc 

The Maund of 28 lb. Avercb^U 
20 Mounds to a Gta;?^ 

The Coins are 

10 Tar to a Ftf;?^^ 
4t Fanams to a 22^/^^ 

But moft Sorts of foreign Money pafs there 
in Payments as the Bankers value them. 

All the Coafts " of Malabar and Chormondel ufc 
near the fame Weights with Calecut. 

Orixa and Bengal have the Puckab Weight, 
fully weighed by the Natives at 80 to 84 Zi. 
to a Maundy but the Englijh Factory Weight 
is but 75 lb. 



Their 
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Their cnrrent Money and Coins are 

80 Qntries to a Paw 

32 to 36 Poan to a /Zu^^ corrent. 

But I Secca Eupee is 11 per Cent, tjetter than 
current* 

A Surat Rupee is 9 per Cent. 

An Barfamui Bupee 8 per Cent. 

A P/>/ 5 G?w/. 

In Bengal their Accounts are kept in Pice. 
1 2 to 

16 Anmes to a 
Weight. 

I Viece is - - • 39 Ou. Tn^^ 
or I ^/Vr^ - • - 100 ^eculs 
140 - . - a Babaar 

The Babaar is 3 P^o^/ C%£w» 
Atcbeen Weights. 

I Cz^/jr b [20 Bankaals^ or 29 Ou« Averdu^ 
pcis. 

I Bankaalis 3 T(//iz 18 Vail Surat. 

I Their 
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TlnrGbiDis 

From 12 to 1600 Cajb to i Mace^ 16 hkm 
IB I valued at 18 Jb. Sterl. but in Ac- 

counts reckoned oommonly at i JL 

The Atchem and Qnna Weights are ufed oq 
SvnuUra^ Java^ &c. Iflands, among the Na- 
tives^ and in the Dominions of yobore. 

Siam Weights and Coin have the lame Deno- 
mination. 

I Miam is - - - 2 Foads 
1 Tecul • . - 4 JMiams 

I Cattee - - - 80 Tecuh 
I Peculh - 100 Cattees 

or 133/5. Averdupois. 

The Cattee and P^rw/ are ufed in Cambodia^ 
Coucbin-cbiua^ Tonquin, China and J^^^ 
not differing above 2 C!?y7/. in all thofe 
Countries. 

On Sumatra Pepper is fold by the Babaar ; but 
on Java^ Borneo and Johore it is fold by 
the 100 Gantams, a Gantam being a certain 
wooden Meafure that contains about /^Ib. ^Ou. 
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Averdupoisi and I have bou^t xoo Gantam 
in Jobor^ for li Macies^ or x A iSJb. 64, 
Sterl. 

On Java and Malacca^ and in Siimi Rice is 
fold by the of 40 P^cwft 5 but in ^o- 
iSvr^ and Cambodia 3 a P^o^/r* 

[n Malacca^ Dutch Coins pafs, and Spamjb 
Dollars alfo : According to their Plenty or 
Scarcity they are in Value, but the Medium 
is 25 per Cent, better than Dutch. 

In Jobare their Made is a Gk)ld Coin, in Value 
about I /h. 6d. Sterl. and the Coupang is 
one fourth of a Macie. ^ 

In5i4«a!Z^?r»/isin Value about 3 /&. Sterl.^nd 
^ they are divided into Maiams and Fo^, all 
fuperfine Silver. 

In CamboSa their only Coin is Galls ^ a fmall 
Piece of coarfe Silver with Charadcrs on one 
Side. Its Value 4 d. Sterl. 

I never faw any Coucbin-china or Tonjuin Coins^ 
fo I can fay nothing of them. 

China 
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China has only Peties of Coin, being a fmall 
Piece of .coarfc Bra6 caff round, with Cha- 
radters on each Side, and a four-fquare Hole 
in the Middle. They rife and fall often, but 
Accounts are kept in Tayals^ Macies and Con- 
dereens^ lo Condereens to a Macie^ and lo 
Macies to a T^ayal. 



FINIS. 
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